
Churchwarden’s Report to APCM. May 30th 2021 

Present Churchwardens – Kath Asquith & Joy Swarbrick 

The continuing restrictions and Covid 19 lockdowns have had a huge impact on the church over the last 

twelve months. 

The flagpole on the tower was in a poor state of repair and had to be removed. It has been replaced 

with a lightning conductor (there was previously one attached to the flagpole). The water leak that 

United Utilities has suspected exists for several years has still not been found. United Utilities did 

communicate to say it may have been located and we hoped they were going to sort it out, but we have 

not heard anything further for several months. Whilst we are not presently aware of any other major 

issues regarding the fabric and contents of the Church they are getting older and more worn as the 

years go by. The Church was deep cleaned after the last lockdown and we plan to repeat this 

occasionally to enable the high level dirt and dust to be removed more effectively. The small piles of 

brick dust around the church after strong winds are testament to the slow erosion and decay of our 

bricks and stonework. 

We hope to keep an area of the church grounds as a nature area as a wild area. This was started at a 

Messy Church session in 2019 and some wildflower seeds kindly provided by the Fylde bee project have 

been sown amongst the grass this spring. A small cohort of our younger families worked hard last 

autumn to do some much needed maintenance and tidying of the church grounds. Grass cutting has 

been quite sporadic because we rely on Kirkham prison for this, and for much of the year they have not 

been working outside the prison. 

The Church of England has set a target of becoming carbon neutral by 2030. This is a huge goal and at 

St. Thomas we are far from achieving it. It will be a massive challenge to achieve here, with our large 

draughty building and gas central heating, which only just keeps us warm. You will notice from the 

accounts that we paid British Gas nearly £13000 last year - a year that the church buildings were 

actually closed for 5 months. There are no easy solutions to this issue. It will require frequent debate 

and difficult decisions being made, but is not something that can be ignored. Whatever we try to do is 

going to be costly. 

We were able to continue opening the Lady Chapel daily for private prayer through the last two 

lockdowns, cleaning frequently touched surfaces daily when locking up. We also had a “fogger” donated 

which is used occasionally in the Lady Chapel and also in church between services if there is less than 48 

hours between them. This is an extra attempt to try and keep our community in church Covid safe. It is 

important that we continue to maintain social distancing inside our buildings, wearing masks and 

cleaning our hands frequently. Please note that masks provide much better protection for everyone 

than visors, which allow sneezing and coughing particles to spread large distances around their edges. 

We have managed to livestream our services using a mobile phone, but in the longer term will need to 

improve the church building’s internet access and acquire some further equipment. Technology is 

inevitably going to be part of our methods of sharing and communicating with the wider community. 

Live streaming will continue, but we aim to work out how to best ensure that people are free to come 

up for Communion once we are moving around the church again without being filmed. The Archbishop 

of York has described this way ahead as hybrid church. 

Kath and I are both prepared to serve as churchwardens for another year. 

Joy Swarbrick 


