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2021 might best be described as a cautious year, a year in which we started back in strict lockdown and 

then, from March onwards, gradually emerged into something which looked more like normality, but was 

never quite normal. On Mothering Sunday we could gather for worship, but without hymns. By Easter Day 

there were hymns, but only the choir were singing them. Even when congregational singing returned, our 

number of hymns was restricted. Communion remained in one kind. Though our celebration of Christmas 

was far more normal than the previous year, the school carol service and nativity were virtual, while the AKS 

Carol Service, which was going ahead in its traditional form had to be cancelled at short notice. Even now 

things are not quite as they were. 

Yet perhaps that is the point. Nothing ever is the way it was. Things change, with or without Covid. 

Cardinal Newman wrote “To live is to change and to be perfect is to have changed often.” 

So there were positive changes during 2021. At the end of 2020 We were sad to learn that Mandy and 

Ian Palmer were intending to lay down the job of editing and producing the magazine. It says everything for 

the size of shoes they left behind them (not literally of course) that our first reaction was panic. However 

Kaye Houston stepped forward to take on the role and has made it her own. 

At the end of this year Mandy also advised us of her intention to give up being our organist. Again we 

wondered how on earth we would manage, but we have been fortunate enough to find an excellent new 

organist, Dr. Kevin Morgan, who took over the role of musical director for St. Thomas’ in February 2022. 

Some of the younger families within our church community have done tremendous work tending the church 

grounds, while Kaye’s son Finneus has found a niche through the year as David Bennett’s apprentice at the 

sound desk, “flying solo” for the first time a few weeks ago. 

For 2022 we have moved to a pre-printed weekly sheet for our readings, while the lessons we learned 

from adapting the services because of Covid have now been incorporated into a revised service book, whose 

production was Ian Palmer’s final flourish before he gave up producing the weekly service sheets. While not 

all the members of the congregation who worshipped with us before Covid have felt able return to regular “in 

person” worship (and a number now worship with us as part of the Communion of saints) numbers have 

gradually built up to between forty and fifty most Sundays. In September we were delighted to be asked to 

allow the filming of our “Blessing of the animals” service for the diocese’s monthly multi-lingual on-line 

service. The service was well attended and it was a very joyous and meaningful experience for all involved – 

human and otherwise. While much of our children’s work remained suspended through the year, such well-

loved services as Christingle and the Crib service did take place once more and we were able to come 

together with other churches in the Square for the blessing of the Crib following on from the Switching on of 

the Christmas lights. It is encouraging that the Town Council seem keen to be involved in this event on an 

ongoing basis. While for much of 2021 I was not able to lead worship in school, I was able to supply a 

weekly on-line school act of worship via YouTube. 

Financially, 2021 was by no means easy and we had to advise the diocese that we would be unable to 

pay our Parish Share in full. However they were sufficiently convinced by our efforts to offer us a reduction, 

so that our contribution could be considered as paid in full. They did however say that they felt our regular 

congregation should consider increasing their giving and we plan to have a guest preacher from the diocese 

later in the year to encourage us to examine our stewardship. 

Of all the aspects of St. Thomas’ community life it has been the social activities which have been 

hardest hit. We managed to run a suitably distanced Christmas Quiz Night towards the end of the year and 

Spring 2022 has seen the return of refreshments after the Sunday morning service. However Covid forced us 

to face up to the need to look afresh at the social life and fellowship of St. Thomas’, once so strong, but 

which had been in decline well before the pandemic. However the form any new activities will take remains 

unclear. Similarly our activities for children and young people were already in need of a rethink in Spring 

2020 and now we have the opportunity to build back differently. There are already plans under consideration, 

but what are desperately needed are adult volunteers. That will be the challenge for 2022 and the following 

years, but it is a challenge we have to address if we are to survive as a church. 

The last year has seen a number of people decide to stand down from their previous roles, most notably 

Kath Asquith, who has worked tirelessly as churchwarden since before I came to St. Thomas’. Our grateful 

thanks go out to her and to all who have worked so hard in the past and we ask your prayers for all who will 

take on these roles for the future. 


