
Marriage 

I want a church wedding - where do I start? 

Marriages in church 

The vicar will be pleased to advise you on 
marriage at St Thomas's Church. 

For other church's contact details visit 
www.achurchnearyou.com 

Call the vicar 

Let the vicar know your good news as 
soon as you can and the three of you can 
fix a time to discuss what happens next. 

Space to think 

Before your wedding, your vicar may invite you to an event to help prepare you for 
married life together. It's a no-obligation invitation, but one that many couples 
appreciate. It provides time and space to think about the vows and the difference they 
will make. 

Banns 

Banns are announcements in church of your intention to marry and a chance for 
anyone to put forward a reason why the marriage may not lawfully take place. On 
these occasions, everyone in your church will be praying for you. It can be very special 
and moving, so go along if you can. 

Rehearsal 

Near your wedding day, perhaps a day or two before, you will usually have the 
opportunity to rehearse the ceremony with those who are involved. 

The Big Day 

Your vicar will do all he or she can to make the day a personal, meaningful and spiritual 
experience for you and your guests. 

First Anniversary and beyond 

Your local church will always be there for you throughout your marriage if you need it. 
Even if your local church is not the place where you married, they would be delighted 
to mark your first anniversary by praying for you both. All you have to do is ask. 

Can I get married in any church I want? 

In order for a marriage to take place, one or both of the bride and groom must live in the 
parish, or be on the church electoral roll, or have a Qualifying Connection with the 
parish. See our separate download on Qualifying Connections to find out more. 

I'm not christened and I don't go to church. Can I still have a church wedding? 

Yes! 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/


My partner believes in God but I'm not sure. Would I be hypocritical to marry in church? 

You are welcome to have a Church of England wedding, regardless of your beliefs. 
However, the wedding service will include Christian prayers, readings and hymns. 

Can we marry on any day of the week including Sunday? 

Yes. In fact Sunday is the third most popular day for Church of England weddings. 

There's no legal reason why you can't marry on any date of the year, but some days are 
especially busy for the church. So long as your church and vicar are able to work around 
their usual services on Holy days and Bank Holidays, there is no other reason why you 
can't get married on these special days. Ask your vicar about the possibilities. 

How much does it cost to get married in church? 

Some of the fees are statutory, but many churches have a scale of fees for things like 
flowers and having an organist or choir. Talk to the vicar about this, or see our separate 
download document about fees. 

Can we write our own vows in a church wedding? 

Legally, no part of the wedding vows can be changed. However, some couples have 
created poems, prayers or songs dedicated to their partner as an expression of their 
devotion and included them at some point in the service. Your vicar would be pleased to 
talk about how to blend your ideas in to those things properly required by law to 
produce something special and personal for you. 

Can a vicar from a different church do our wedding? 

Yes, so long as he or she is a Church of England vicar, and the vicar of your marrying 
church is happy to arrange it. Discuss your plans with them early on. 

Can I have a church blessing after a civil wedding? 

Yes. There is a service of prayer and dedication after a civil ceremony and this can be 
adapted. There are no legal requirements for this service. 

How much can we be involved in planning the wedding ceremony? 

With the help of your vicar, you can 
makes choices about your hymns and 
music, readings and what sort of 
prayers you would like. 

You have choices about who does the 
readings and prayers, which can 
involve your family and friends. 

It's up to you what you wear and 
whether you have one ring or two. 
With the vicar's help, you can make 
choices about what type of words are used in the service. 

Your vicar is trained and experienced to advise you, and knows your church very well, so 
with their help you'll be able to make choices that you're all happy with. 



Is there a minimum age for the witnesses at our wedding? 

The law does not give any guidance on the age of witnesses at weddings, but if you're 
thinking of having a witnesses under the age of 18, ask your vicar for further advice. 

What if one of us is a foreign national? 

If you are from outside the European Economic Area, having a Church of England 
wedding will involve some different paperwork and there will be a number of things the 
vicar will want to talk to you about. 

What if we're British but live abroad? 

If you are both British nationals living abroad, or if you are both British nationals but just 
one of you lives abroad, you can apply for a Common Licence to marry in a Church of 
England church. 

The vicar of the church will help you with the Common Licence application. 

I'm divorced. Can I still get married in church? 

There may be a way forward for you to be married again in church. The Church of 
England agreed in 2002 that divorced people could remarry in church under certain 
circumstances. We believe that marriage is for life, but also recognise that sadly, some 
marriages do fail. 

Speak to your vicar about your situation. He or she will want to talk to you frankly about 
your past and your hopes for the future and will let you know whether you can remarry. 

Even if it is not possible to do your wedding, you may be offered a service of prayer and 
dedication after a civil ceremony. 

A helpful resource, Marriage in church after divorce, is available on the Church of 
England web site: churchofengland.org 

I'm Church of England and he's a Catholic. Does that matter? 

It doesn't matter from the Church of England's perspective. Anyone is welcome to be 
married in their local parish church. 

If one of you is a Roman Catholic and you want the Roman Catholic Church to recognise 
your marriage, you will need to seek the advice of your Roman Catholic priest about the 
permission required for marrying a non-Roman Catholic. Some vicars encourage couples 
in this situation to involve the Catholic priest in the marriage service too. See 
www.interchurchfamilies.org.uk for more information. 

Further information 

Visit yourchurchwedding.org 

http://www.churchofengland.org/
http://www.yourchurchwedding.org/

