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Neighbours 

When I needed a neighbour were you there, were you there? When 

I needed a neighbour were you there?  

The words from a hymn, familiar from childhood, that I was reminded of when viewing the 

service for Christian Aid Week posted on St Thomas’s Facebook and YouTube.  

It is very easy to be insular and self-centred at times of uncertainty and crisis. Our world seems 

to become smaller as our physical boundaries are confined and we are cut off from the familiar 

patterns in life. This can be part of our self-preservation mechanism for some – but for others it 

brings more anxiety and frustration. We seek answers that sometimes are actually not 

available at present for this uncharted territory.  

Yet we are, each one of us, part of an amazing, created world which is populated by many 

people. Some areas of the world have now, and will in the future, major issues made even 

worse by the situation we are going through. We are truly not alone. At this Easter time we 

celebrate the resurrection of Jesus and the fact of His promise “And surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age.” That promise is for us here and now. In addition we are 

each called to show and live out our love for God, and love our neighbour as ourselves. To have 

love for one another.  

In many different ways we can demonstrate that love of God, for our neighbours both near and 

far. Small acts of kindness by a variety of contacts with people, words of encouragement, 

practical acts of assistance where we can, donations to charitable organisations, both local and 

worldwide like Christian Aid, which are still possible even in these circumstances.  

May we truly experience and show that love of God in our lives.  

God of heaven and earth, in 

these times of isolation, apart 

from loved ones distant from 

friends away from neighbours 

thank you that there is nothing  

in all of creation, not even coronavirus, 

that is able to separate us from your love. 

And may your love that never fails 

continue to be shared through the 

kindness of strangers looking out for each 

other, for neighbours near and far all 

recognising our shared vulnerability, each 

of us grateful for every breath, and 

willing everyone to know the gift of a full 

and healthy life.  

Keep us all in your care.  

Amen.  


