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Hope 

A word that brings all sorts of ideas and thoughts to our minds. Maybe finding the right job 
or home, you and/or others keeping well and free from illness, a better and brighter future, 
things improving in one way or another for us and in the world. One dictionary definition is 
a feeling of expectation and a desire for a particular thing to happen. 

We can think that such an idea is misplaced, is ridiculous and totally optimistic and without 
any real basis. After all just look at the many truly awful issues in the world at the present 
time, not to mention the behaviour of many people and nations throughout history. There 
are so many awful times so what is the point of viewing a situation or someone through 
rose coloured spectacles? Why always look on the bright side? 

Yet we need hopes and dreams. To quote Martin Luther King Jnr “I have a dream”. They 
help us to mobilize into action even in the most difficult of circumstances. They are not 
about ignoring the situation but trusting through it and beyond, maybe for many years in 
the future. We see the individual and group actions of kindness and social action bringing 
hope. The Christian faith is one of hope and love through the hope and joy of the love of 
God. This is shown in the life, and resurrection message of Jesus that is there for each of us 
whatever we may be facing at the present time. It is an anchor through the storms that hit 
us in life. It may be only a glimmer for us at times but, as we trust, it grows and blossoms. 

Great and merciful God, 
your life is the source of the whole world’s life; 
your mercy is our only hope, 
your eyes watch over all your creatures; 
you know the secrets of our hearts. 
By your life-giving Spirit, draw us into your presence, 
that we may worship in the true life of your Spirit, 
with lives moved by your love, 
through him who has led us to your heart of love, 
even Jesus Christ our Lord. 


