
Thought for the week by Licensed Lay Minister Elizabeth O'Connor 

2020-06-29 

Amazing Grace 

Grace is a word we do not hear a lot of at the present time, but is something that we 
definitely need. It can be seen as a pleasing quality in a person, or maybe goodwill or favour 
to another. If someone has a graceful manner to others we can really appreciate it – that 
outflowing of kindness and love in the way they act, the respect and consideration with 
which they treat people. It’s so easy to judge, be insulting, think that we are always in the 
right and not show the due regard for others, whoever they are. In a society where often 
the strong and celebrity ‘me’ culture can seem to flourish, the unexpected even undeserved 
acts of kindness shown by someone to another are special and to be treasured and can be 
transforming in their effect. 

Christians talk about the grace of God. Of the unmerited and generous, transforming gift of 
God to us in Christ. The life we are given by the grace of God because of His love for each of 
us, however we may feel, we fail, or are not worthy. It is an abundance of grace which then 
brings in us gratitude and thankfulness in how we live our lives. 

A well-known song that talks about grace is of course Amazing Grace. It was written by John 
Newton, an Anglican clergyman in the 18th century. He had at one time been involved in 
the slave trade, but then became disgusted with his role in it and helped in William 
Wilberforce’s campaign to abolish slavery. The words “Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me” speak a real truth of God’s gracious love. 

May we trust in and experience that amazing, transforming, gracious gift of God in our lives. 

Lord you are 
Grace for our needs 
Strength for our blindness 
Love for our loneliness 
Word for our deafness 
Joy for our weariness 
Peace for our anxiousness 
Wonder for our dullness 
Saviour for our hopelessness 
Lord you are 
Grace for our needs 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
And the love of God 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
Be with us evermore 
Amen. 


