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The Servant King 

It’s nice to be recognised for what we do, who we are even. To be told thank you and how 
good we are. I suppose it can help our self-esteem and view of ourselves, not to mention it 
is just plain good manners for people to say thank you. After all, being told that we are 
nothing, no good, not worth anything, really is not what anyone needs or should be told, if 
we are honest. Yet so often in society today we see the cult of celebrity, success, the 
constant seeking of friends on Facebook, for example. The seeming importance of riches, 
power, recognition and fame are elements that have existed in one form or another 
throughout history. A desire, I suppose, to think that “I am the greatest”. 

In reality, however, how much of that truly matters? As Christians we are called to view 
things somewhat differently. To follow the example of Jesus, the son of God, who led a life 
of loving service to His Father and so to others. Who, when His disciples had a dispute about 
which of them was the greatest told them: “The greatest among you should be like the 
youngest, and the one who rules as the one who serves,” Luke 22:27. In other words, a call 
to live in the world but not always by its standards. It can seem somewhat topsy-turvy, you 
might say. 

In the situation we are faced with at the moment it is easy just to look to ourselves and 
what we think that we need. Not to look at or consider anyone or anything else. The fact is, 
though, that we are loved by God and known by God, warts and all. If we care to accept 
what this means for us, then we will show that in how we live our lives. This can be anything 
from the small acts of random kindness that we may do without any thought of reward or 
approval, to significant changes in how we are living that show loving service to others 
without ulterior motive. 

May we increasingly live a life of service following the example of the servant King. 

From heaven you came, helpless babe, 
Entered our world, your glory veiled;  
Not to be served but to serve, 
And give your life that we might live. 

This is our God, the Servant King, 
He calls us now to follow him, 
To bring our lives as a daily offering 
Of worship to the Servant King. 

....... 

So let us learn how to serve, 
And in our lives enthrone him; 
Each other's needs to prefer, 
For it is Christ we're serving. 

Graham Kendrick 

Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits that thou hast won for me, 
for all the pains and insults thou hast borne for me. 
O most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother, 
may I know thee more clearly, 
love thee more dearly, 
and follow thee more nearly, 
day by day. 

St Richard of Chichester 


