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Community 

What is community to you? Is it family and friends, or the area where you live? How about 
the people you work with, or the groups you are a member of, like sports clubs, drama or 
various special interest societies, or our groups and friends on social media. Not to mention 
churches, or those people who specifically live together in groups, like religious 
communities. In different ways they are all communities. Let’s face it, we are all part of a 
community in one form or another. This is evident in some of the ways we have managed in 
the current time of global pandemic. 

As part of humanity we are interrelated and get on better with some people than others. 
We are all individuals, after all. Yet we are called to live in relationship with each other here 
on earth. It’s not always easy: people can be annoying or do things that seem glaringly 
wrong to us, or just have a different set of moral values. 

As Christians, who together as a community form the body of Christ, we are called to love 
God and love our neighbour as ourselves. In the story of the Good Samaritan we are shown 
that our neighbour is not just those who live next door to us, or those in our social group or 
organisation, or people we agree with, but everyone. The transforming and gracious love 
God shows and gives to us is something that we are then asked and given strength to 
demonstrate to others individually and together. By both words and actions, large and 
small, we can do that in our community by the grace of God. 

Lord, in union with your love, unite my work with your great work, and perfect it. As a 
drop of water poured into a river is taken up into the activity of the river, so may my 
labour become part of your work. Thus may those among whom I live and work 
become part of your love. 

St Gertrude the Great 

O God, the Spirit of truth, 
help us to be truthful with one another. 
O God, the Spirit of gentleness, 
help us to be gentle with one another. 
O God, who knows what is in our hearts, 
more clearly than we do ourselves, 
help us to hear one another. 
O God, lead us in the way 
of truth and love. 

Richard Harries 


