
Thought for the week by Licensed Lay Minister Elizabeth O’Connor 

2020-10-27 

Seasons 

For everything there is a season. Words that can trip off our tongue as we see the changing 
of the seasons in the world around us so clearly demonstrated to us at the moment. It is 
part of the amazing wonder of creation. Despite how some years may be different to others, 
in one way or another there is still, for us here in Britain, the joy in the almost regularity of 
that change and what comes next. It is the same for the times in our lives when we expect 
certain things will happen. Childhood, adolescence, adulthood, work, possibly children, 
middle age, old age, death. 

We have that understanding. Yet if we look back in history and even over the last few 
decades or years, the perspective and reality of some things have changed. That is without 
taking into account the traditions and circumstances in different parts of the world. In this 
country for instance, child labour is no longer permissible. The average life expectancy has 
increased, bringing consequent challenges. All this is without considering the effects of 
wars, natural disasters, illness and pandemics, being added into the equation to muddy the 
waters. Yet the fact still remains: There are times and seasons in our lives of one form or 
another. 

We see that with Jesus when we consider the different seasons in his life – from birth, 
childhood, relative obscurity with his family, and then the three years of preaching and 
teaching, leading to his death, resurrection and ascension. Throughout all there was the 
constancy of the relationship with his heavenly Father wherever that led him. We are, by 
the unchanging love and grace of God, given access to the promise of his eternal presence 
with us always whatever the season. 

Christ in my beginning 
Christ there at my end 

Christ be in my journey 
Christ everlasting friend 

Christ be in my waking 
Christ at my repose 

Christ in every action 
Christ when eyelids close 
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