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Hope 

Hope, as the saying goes, springs eternal. After all, especially at the present time, it is 
something that we need in order to live. A glimmer of light at the end of a tunnel, a beacon 
shining out, a real reason to keep going when things are tough and we are out of our 
comfort zone. 

We can find hope even in simple things like the kindness of a stranger, family or friend, 
seeing the glory of a sunset, the wonder of a rainbow, the beauty in creation around us, in 
the experience we have when listening to certain songs or music. All are like shoots showing 
and giving a basis for hope. They all play their part and help us in our journey. 

As we near Christmas, we look to the hope that we have in the promise and message of God 
with us – Emmanuel. The hope that comes, sometimes in the unexpected, in the fact that 
we are not alone, and in the love that God has for each and every one of us. A love that in 
the gift of Jesus brings a hope that is everlasting. May we know hope, and so be givers of 
hope to others. 

I will wait for the Lord. 
My soul waits, 
and in His word 
do I hope. 

We wait in hope for the Lord 
he is our help and our shield. 
In him our hearts rejoice, 
for we trust in his holy name. 
May your unfailing love rest upon us, O Lord, 
even as we put our hope in you. 
Psalm 33:20-22 

God of all hope and joy, 
open our hearts in welcome, 
that your Son Jesus Christ at his coming  
may find in us a dwelling prepared for himself, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirt, 
one God now and forever. 
New Zealand Prayer Book 


