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Joy 

This year the rejoicing maybe rather strange and muted. We might even feel a bit like 
Scrooge in the story A Christmas Carol, and say “Bah humbug” or decide “Christmas is 
cancelled this year”. Yet the importance of being able to have some comfort and joy cannot 
be underestimated – even though it may be in the form of chocolate at some point over the 
festive season. 

Yes, there are reasons to be thankful and rejoice even when times are tough. It is good to 
take time and reflect on that – take a deep breath as it were, be open to see and 
experience, in whatever form, the love of God here on earth. 

At Christmas, we rejoice in the gift of the revelation to the world of God with us – 
Emmanuel. This is for us here and now. It’s not just a matter of history, but also hope for the 
present and the future. A God whose love does not end and comes with arms open wide. 

Let us then rejoice in that saving love in Jesus. 

When all things in silence lay, 
and the night was in the midst of her course, 
your Word leaped down from your royal throne, O God. 
So we rejoice and give you praise, 
that your Word may live in us, 
and that we may glorify you for ever. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, 
your birth at Bethlehem 
draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: 
accept our heartfelt praise 
as we worship you, 
our Saviour and our eternal God. 
Amen. 

Eternal God, 
in the stillness of night 
you sent your almighty Word 
to pierce the world’s darkness with the light of salvation: 
give to the earth the peace that we long for 
and fill our hearts with the joy of heaven 
through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 


