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In the Beginning 

As we celebrate this Christmas season, in whatever way, we also look to a New Year. It is a 
time we think of new beginnings, new starts, resolutions to keep for the year ahead 
(hopefully, at least for a while). An opportunity to reflect and to some extent begin again. 

Each new day gives us a new beginning with joys and challenges. A fresh clean page, even 
when we do not know all that is ahead of us. 

As we consider the incarnation – God come to earth – we see a baby, a beginning, the 
wonder of God with us, reaching out to us here and now. The beginning of the Gospel of 
John says: 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was with God in the beginning.” ... “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us.” 

May that great truth, however we experience it, give us hope, courage, strength and trust, 
as we begin the new year of 2021. 

I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year, 
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 
And he replied, 
“Go out into the darkness, and put your hand into the hand of God. 
That shall be to you better than light, and safer than a known way.” 
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 
And he led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East. 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
whose years never fail 
and whose mercies are new each returning day: 
let the radiance of your Spirit renew our lives, 
warming our hearts and giving light to our minds; 
that we may pass the coming year 
in joyful obedience and firm faith; 
through him who is the beginning and the end, 
your Son Christ our Lord. 
David Silk 


