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Opportunities 

New life. Fresh starts. The clear light and brightness of springtime. It is all around us at the moment 
in one form or another, with the freshness of spring green in the trees and grass and blossom 
everywhere. Oh, and not to mention the sunshine, lambs and calves in the fields. It is something that 
we can truly wonder at and be thankful for. Whatever is going on around us, whether it involves 
happiness, sadness, loss, failure, or just the ability to keep going, this remains: we have the 
generosity and constancy of God in what is provided for us, whether we feel we deserve it, know it, 
or not. 

The Easter message of resurrection – God given new life and hope, is something that we all need to 
hear, receive and trust. An anchor to keep us steady when things are tough, a truth and promise that 
is eternal. A focus to hold onto. You know the sort of thing. 

However you may see or understand things, in the here and now, we can give thanks and praise for 
the fact that we have such new openings – maybe even into the unknown or unexpected – a new 
direction or perspective on things. May we always be open to, and act on these fresh opportunities. 

If you were not risen  
Lord Christ, to whom would we go 
to discover a radiance 
of the face of God? 

If you were not risen, 
we would not be together 
seeking your communion. 
We would not find in your presence forgiveness, 
wellspring of a new beginning. 

If you were not risen, 
where would we draw the energy  
for following you  
right to the end of our existence, 
for choosing you again and anew? 
Brother Roger of Taize 

God, you are always calling your people 
to follow you into the future, 
inviting them to new ventures, new challenges, 
new ways to care, 
new ways to touch the hearts of all. 
When they become fearful of the unknown, give them courage. 
When they worry that they are not up to the task, 
remind them that you would not call them  
if you did not believe in them. 
When they get tired, 
or feel disappointed with the ways things are going, 
remind them that you can bring change and hope 
out of the most difficult of situations. 
Iona community 


