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Waiting 

How many of us like waiting? The irritation of getting stuck in traffic due to road works or 
traffic lights on a busy road can really be frustrating – especially if we are at the last minute. 
Then there are the delays in the post which we have no control over, and the queues in the 
shops – especially now with the social distancing and additional safeguards that the 
assistants need to take. Not to mention the seemingly never ending wait and repeated 
music and messages when in an automated queue, waiting to speak to a person on the 
phone — my record was 40 minutes on one occasion. I am sure we can all think of some 
instances where our patience has been sorely tried, or even exhausted. No doubt we have 
recounted them a number of times to friends and family. 

Waiting isn’t necessarily easy, is it? Especially when we are used to having everything so 
instantly – messages, emails, news – you name it. Yet sometimes, more often than we think, 
it is good to take time and let matters evolve rather than act in the heat of the moment. To 
be patient rather than impatient. After all, none of us are perfect. We all get things wrong 
and, more often than not, it can be because we rush into things or haven’t understood the 
full picture. In addition we like to be in control of things and waiting, having patience, can 
often mean some letting go, laying things down. 

It can seem that things take an age or are never ending when we are caught up in 
something, but in the whole scheme of things it isn’t necessarily the case. 

At this time of year, as Christians, we have the celebration of Jesus’s Ascension into heaven 
and the instruction he gives to the disciples to wait in the city for them to be given the gift 
of the Holy Spirit – to guide and lead them in their life on earth. We too are called to wait 
upon God. To trust in his love and timing and show that patience with ourselves and others 
that comes from this trust. 

Ascended Christ, we worship you, 
Christ be present with us now, we ask for your Spirit 
to make us brave in following your way. 
Reign as King in our hearts, 
and, in the foolishness of the divine love, 
make us wiser 
than the ambitions and power games of the world. 


