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Gardener 

My garden has an abundance of produce at the moment. Many different flowers with a 
variety of shapes and colours. Not to mention the vegetables and fruit. It is a truly joyous 
thing to wander round and experience the sights and fragrance of it all. There is a relaxing 
and nourishing effect of being with nature, seeing things grow and produce – whether from 
seed, young plants, or those emerging from hibernation in the soil, or come back into leaf 
and blossom. The constant change over the seasons within the garden is also something to 
be joyful and wonder at. Away from the starkness of winter we come to the brightness of 
summer and can give thanks to God for the abundance of all that is around us, even though 
we may not always realise it. Sometimes it is just good to take time and really look around 
us. See God reflected there. In our busy lives we can so easily miss the beauty, abundance 
and wonder of God speaking to us in the unexpected, or what we consider the natural 
world. Yet we are given the image in the Bible of Jesus being the true vine and God being 
the gardener. Loving and sustaining us, caring for us, providing abundant eternal life. 

Whichever way we turn, O God, there is your face 
 in the light of the moon and patterns of stars 
 in sacred mountain rifts and ancient groves, 
 in mighty seas and creatures of the deep. 

Whichever way we turn, O God, there is your face 
 in the light of eyes we love, 
 in the salt of tears we have tasted, 
 in weathered countenances east and west, 
 in the soft skin glow of the child everywhere 

Whichever way we turn, O God, there is your face, 
 there is your face 
 among us. 

John Philip Newell 

O Lord 
Open our eyes to your Presence 
Open our minds to your grace 
Open our lips to your praises 
Open our hearts to your love 
Open our lives to your healing 
And be found among us. 
David Adam 


