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Listening 

Are you feeling a bit confused with all that is happening in the world at the moment? After 
all, there seems to be so much going on both in the world and for each of us that it can be 
difficult to make sense of any of it, never mind how we can relate to it, or find the positive in 
it. Our brains cannot process it; the situation is too big to get our heads around. Yet if we 
look at history and events in the past we can see that it is not just us – others have had 
tough times – strange and extreme, even. 

We can all seek answers to the whys and wherefores. That is part of being alive. In all 
honesty though, we would probably need a brain the size of a planet to understand truly. 
We are not God – even though we might like to feel we are, or think we know better than 
God on occasions. 

The wonderful truth is that God can and does speak to, and use us, if we care to listen, hear 
and respond to what is said. Maybe just an inkling or glimpse, a fleeting moment, an idea in 
our head that won't leave us. It could be a particular time or event that is truly something 
extraordinary, yet part of the ordinary. They all count and are valid. Each form a part of the 
God given picture. Let us keep seeking, listening and trust, even when we don't know where 
it may lead. 

O Lord 
Open our eyes to your Presence 
Open our minds to your grace 
Open our lips to your praises 
Open our hearts to your love 
Open our lives to your healing 
And be found among us. 
David Adam 

Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits thou hast given me, 
for all the pains and insults thou hast borne for me, 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know thee more clearly, 
love thee more dearly, 
follow thee more nearly: 
day by day. 
St Richard of Chichester 


