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Storms 

How many times have you felt like saying “What next?” When everything seems to be going 
wrong around you, never mind with you – especially as you get older. You know the sort of 
thing – problems with work, relationships break down, serious ill health for your family or 
friends. The list can feel endless, particularly if it has been going on for a significant period of 
time. There is that “how much more can I take” feeling inside us and “enough is enough 
thank you very much.” It can be very tough at times. A bit like the storms that we have had 
battering us about recently, one after another. Life is not always “A box of chocolates.” 

Yet we are still here. Alive and surviving. Sometimes holding on by our fingertips, clinging to 
the wreckage around us. Yet we do have hope and are given glimpses of God, despite the 
circumstances we find ourselves in. The small acts of kindness, the smile of a person 
directed to us, seeing the wonder of something of God’s creation in nature, being reminded 
of a happy memory when God seemed really close, words spoken or written that seem to 
really speak to us. We are not alone, even if we do not realise it at the time. May we hold on 
to that truth, in trust and hope. 

Watch now, dear Lord, 
with those who wake or watch or weep tonight, 
and give your angels charge over those who sleep. 
Tend your sick ones, O Lord Christ, 
rest your weary ones, 
bless your dying ones, soothe your suffering ones, 
all for your loves sake. Amen. 
St Augustine  

For the word of God in scripture, 
for the word of God among us, 
for the word of God within us, 
thanks be to God. 


