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I've often wondered...

You may recall the invitation we made some months ago to members of the

congregation to send in questions about the Bible, the Christian faith, the Christian

view on moral issues, etc. We have addressed a number of these in sermons on

Sundays or Thursdays and in magazine articles, but we are now running out of

questions! If you have a question that's been puzzling you, put it in the box at the

back of church or mention it to a member of the ministry team and we'll do what we

can to answer it.
The Vicar

As well as our website, the church also has a

presence on Facebook, where you can get up-

to-the-minute news and pictures, and from

where you can share posts to make your

friends and family aware of upcoming events.

Just search for "St Thomas' Church, St Annes"

The next issue of No Doubt will be available

from Sunday 5th April. The latest date for

submitting items for publication is

Sunday 29th March.
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Pastoral Letter

Dear Friends,
I have to admit that I am not one of the world's most enthusiastic gardeners, but

even I have to accept that as the winter draws to a close and we move into spring, it

is necessary for me to go out sometimes and start cutting grass and rooting up

weeds, even if we came to the conclusion long ago that it was best for me to

confine myself to jobs requiring brute force and ignorance while Sara got on with

those tasks requiring a degree of skill.

This is, in a way, a sort of reflection of Lent. Lent is a season of spiritual tidying up

and cutting back to make room for the new growth. We need to give some thought

to our lives and consider what is holding back our Christian growth, what gets in

the way of us being the people God wants us to be.

During the storms of the last few weeks, I think we have all tended to put off going

out to do things. We have spent our spare time doing things inside in the warm,

while the rain lashed against the windows. Unfortunately this is also what the

Church has tended to do in recent years, even recent decades.

We have gone into survival mode, keeping our heads down while the storms

howled around − the shortages of money, the ageing congregations, the feeling that

no-one was really interested in Christianity, the sense of terminal decline.

But in fact we are getting new people joining our congregation, both younger

families and older people. Bishop Jill, when she came for the confirmation,

remarked on how she could feel the Holy Spirit at work at St Thomas' and she isn't

the first person to say that to me. We have finally sorted the gutter problems and

have been able to re-open the Lady Chapel to those who need a quiet space. The

biggest problem facing the Youth Group is how to cope with all the young people

who want to come. This is a time of hope. We can see the new growth beginning,

but that does mean we have to give some thought over Lent, and indeed in the

months which follow, to tidying up the garden. What things in our church life have

actually died? What things no longer serve their purpose? What things are getting in

the way of new growth?

Lest by this point anyone is panicking, I don't have some plan to bring in sweeping

changes. I am a firm believer in "if it's not broken don't fix it". But we are short of

people to do jobs, time to do things − even spaces for storage. So let's use the

coming weeks to think about what we do, why and whether there is a better way to

do it − because it's not just gardens that need tidying or houses that need spring

cleaning.

                   Yours in Christ,

                               Chris Scargill
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Forthcoming Services

Sunday 1st March First Sunday of Lent; Saint David

10:00 am All Age Worship
11:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Monday 2nd March Saint Chad
7:00 pm Holy Communion prior to PCC meeting

Thursday 5th March
10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 8th March Second Sunday of Lent

10:00 am Parish Communion
7:00 pm Compline

Thursday 12th March
10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Saturday 14th March
4:00 pm Messy Church

Sunday 15th March Third Sunday of Lent

10:00 am Parish Communion
11:40 am Prayers for Healing and Wholeness
7:00 pm Time with God − Informal Evening Worship

Thursday 19th March Saint Joseph
10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 22nd March Fourth Sunday of Lent; Mothering Sunday

10:00 am Parish Communion
7:00 pm Compline

Wednesday 25th March Feast of the Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary
9:10 am School Holy Communion (all welcome)

Thursday 26th March
10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 29th March Fifth Sunday of Lent; Passion Sunday

10:00 am Parish Communion
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Wednesday 1st April

2:00 pm Children's Praise

Thursday 2nd April

10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 5th April Palm Sunday

10:00 am All Age Eucharist with procession of palms

7:00 pm Stations of the Cross

Parish Prayer Diary

In our weekly prayer cycle we ask the Lord God our Father to bless and guide all
those who live, work and worship in our parish.

March 1st Queens Manor, King Edward Avenue and Laverton Road  

Home-Start

March 8th Winston Avenue and Ripley Drive  

Our flower arrangers, church cleaners,

    and all who look after the church building

March 15th Lomond Avenue and Ledbury Avenue  

Worshippers at St Thomas' who live outside the parish

March 22nd Croyde Road, Windsor Road and Balmoral Road

Our Parish Centre and its management committee

March 29th Osborne Road and Queens Road

The world-wide Mothers Union

April 5th St Thomas' Road and St Patrick's Road South

Our coffee mornings and other social activities

Prayer Tree

Just a reminder that if you or someone you know would like urgent (or even not so

urgent) prayer for some problem that has arisen, you can contact the Prayer Tree via

Val Jennings (tel: 640834) and our team will offer prayers on your behalf.

From the Registers

February 12th Interment of ashes Anthony David Burkes Simpson
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PCC Update

The PCC met on 3rd February and discussed the following business.

• Worship. (a) Recent services were discussed, which included all of the Christmas
services, a Confirmation service with the bishop, and Education Sunday. Bishop
Jill had been enthusiastic about how things were going at St Thomas' and there
were other reasons for optimism, such as the appearance of several newcomers at
church over the previous months. (b) A meeting of the youth team was planned
to discuss our ministry to children and young people.

• Finance. (a) The church was still without a treasurer and a number of issues and
problems were occurring because of this situation. The vicar was presently
handling the payment of invoices, but this is clearly not a good long-term
solution. (b) The new electronic card payment reader was now available though
it had been little used thus far. (c) Concerning the Hundred Club, Rod Boyce
would be giving up his role of keeping the accounts; a new volunteer had been
found to take over the job, however there would be a delay until copies of bank
statements could be obtained to establish the exact position of the finances. (d) It
was reported that the social and fundraising events organised during the course
of 2019 had brought in a total of about £7000. (e) RagBag raised a total of £450
during the year, £150 of that from surplus New to You stock.

• Building Maintenance. (a) The maintenance work utilising the scaffolding was
progressing: all of the downspouts had been replaced and most of the guttering; a
hole in a window frame had also been repaired; some broken tiles needed to be
replaced and then the work would be complete. (b) Some problems in the tower
were discussed: there was a water leak which was possibly due to a blocked
downspout; meanwhile the long-standing issue of how to have the flag-pole
removed remained unresolved. (c) Some problems were reported with the main
church doors in the tower entrance; a contractor has examined the problem but a
way forward was still to be decided. (d) The security light outside the link door
was known to be broken; an electrician was awaited. Lighting problems in the
hall had meanwhile all been fixed. (e) The planned office re-organisation had
taken place, though some promised filing cabinets were still awaited. (f) It was
noted that a large Christmas grotto, constructed by one of the hall hirers, was
being stored in the lounge but presented a health and safety hazard and needed to
be removed. (g) One of the outside sheds was in a poor state of repair and
needed to be removed.

• Miscellaneous. (a) Concerning social events, the list for the year had been
prepared and sent out; first on the agenda was the Valentine's Dance, though
ticket sales had been poor. (b) Concerning safeguarding issues: an audit tool had
been employed to identify any shortcomings, from which the need for greater
risk assessment of activities was apparent; a date had been set in May for a
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training session open to all the deanery; a motion was passed by the PCC

requesting that the diocese consider organising future safeguarding training on

an ecumenical basis. (c) A searchable database of affiliations had been set up and

was almost complete. It was agreed that while this would be a useful tool, the

necessary consents would be needed to meet data protection requirements. (d)

Information was presented about the recent re-organisation of lay ministry. There

will be three levels: (i) Informal lay ministry such as pastoral care which will

require minimal training that is delivered locally and will be unassessed. (ii)

Authorised Lay Ministers (a new level) will focus on a specific area of ministry

and will require training recognised at diocesan level. (iii) Licensed Lay

Ministers (the new name for Readers) will be re-focussed into three strands:

teaching faith, leading in church and society, and enabling mission.

based on draft minutes by Joy Swarbrick

Parish Share

Blackburn Diocese has set a budget for 2020 of £9.9 million. Of this, about 10

percent is expected to come from the national church in the form of the Lower

Income Communities Funding (LICF), as Blackburn has one of the poorer

demographics in the country. A further 7 percent comes from investment income

and rentals. The remainder comes from the individual parishes via what is called

Parish Share.

For St Thomas', our Parish Share contribution has amounted to about £3200 per

month in recent years (the exact figure for the current year is not available). How

the diocese use the money that we give them can be seen by considering how each

pound given is spent:

• 70p is spent on clergy stipends, housing and associated costs

• 10p is spent on LICF grants

• 6p is spent on training of clergy, ordinands, and lay ministers

• 4p is spent on support via the safeguarding, children, youth and vision teams

• 3p is spent on secretarial, finance, HR, and communications staff

• the remaining 7p goes on other miscellaneous items including the Director of

Education grant, governance, legal costs and office costs.

Hundred Club Prize Draw

Date First Prize (£40) Second Prize (£10)

February 2nd 37   Sylvia Williams 31   Ian Pinches

February 9th 78   Gill Mutton 84   Eric Williamson

February 16th 89   Peggy Wolstenholme 26   Mollie Sharp

February 23rd 64   Marie Williams 07   Doreen Croasdale

John Davies
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Crossword

Across

  1 The earth is one (6)

  4 'On a hill far away stood an old — cross' (6)

  7 'I am the — vine and my Father is the gardener' (John 15:1) (4)

  8 The Caesar who was Roman Emperor at the time of Jesus' birth (Luke 2:1) (8)

  9 'Your — should be the same as that of Christ Jesus' (Philippians 2:5) (8)

13 Jesus said that no one would put a lighted lamp under this (Luke 8:16) (3)

16 Involvement (1 Corinthians 10:16) (13)

17 Armed conflict (2 Chronicles 15:19) (3)

19 Where the Gaderene pigs were feeding (Mark 5:11) (8)

24 What jeering youths called Elisha on the road to Bethel (2 Kings 2:23) (8)

25 The Venerable — , eighth-century Jarrow ecclesiastical scholar (4)

26 8 Across issued a decree that this should take place (Luke 2:1) (6)

27 Come into prominence (Deuteronomy 13:13) (6)

Down

  1 Where some of the seed scattered by the sower fell (Matthew 13:4) (4)

  2 Sexually immoral person whom God will judge (Hebrews 13:4) (9)

  3 Gospel leaflet (5)

  4 Physical state of the boy brought to Jesus for healing (Mark 9:18) (5)

  5 Tugs (anag.) (4)

  6 To put forth (5)

10 Nationality associated with St Patrick (5)

11 Leader of the descendants of Kohath (1 Chronicles 15:5) (5)

12 'After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping — heel'

      (Genesis 25:26) (5)

13 At Dothan the Lord struck the Arameans with — at Elisha's request

      (2 Kings 6:18) (9)

14 'Peter, before the cock crows today, you will — three times that you know me'

      (Luke22:34) (4)

15 Spit out (Psalm 59:7) (4)

18 'When I — , I am still with you' (Psalm 139:18) (5)

20 Concepts (Acts 17:20) (5)

21 Thyatira's dealer in purple cloth (Acts 16:14) (5)

22 Does (anag.) (4)

23 The second set of seven cows in Pharaoh's dream were this (Genesis 41:19) (4)

[Answers to all puzzles on page 38.]
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No matter what happens, somebody will find a way to take it too seriously.

Isn't it funny how everyone in favour of abortion has already been born?

Duty makes us do things well, but love makes us do them beautifully.

Blessed are the flexible for they shall not be bent out of shape.

Never look down on anybody unless you're helping them up.

I ask not for a lighter burden, but for broader shoulders.

Silence is often misinterpreted, but never misquoted.

To get to heaven, turn right and keep going straight.

You should not confuse your career with your life.

He who dies with the most toys is still dead.

God wants spiritual fruit, not religious nuts.

One loving heart sets another on fire.

A grudge is a heavy thing to carry.
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Sudoku and Maze

Lateral Thinking
This is an unusual paragraph and I'm curious just how quickly you can find out what is so

unusual about it. It looks so plain, you might think nothing at all is wrong with it. In fact,

nothing is wrong with it! It is unusual though. Study it and think hard about it, but you

may still not find anything odd. But if you work at it a bit you might just fathom out why

it is so odd. Good luck!
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Wordsearch: Lent

Lent lasts for forty days. Sundays in Lent are 'oases', as Sunday is never a day of

fasting, but a weekly celebration of the resurrection of Jesus. Christians have used

Lent as their 'forty days in the wilderness', when they set aside the indulgences of

life and instead look inward, seeking spiritual renewal and growth. Lent looks

towards the Cross and the Empty Tomb, with the assurance of redemption and new

life in Christ. The daffodils in our gardens are golden trumpets to proclaim the

wonderful message of Easter! The English word for Lent is not at all religious; it is

an abbreviation of the Old English word 'lencten', or 'lengthen'. At last winter is

over, and the days are getting longer.

LENT FORTY DAYS SUNDAYS

FASTING WEEKLY CELEBRATION RESURRECTION

JESUS WILDERNESS INDULGENCES INWARD

SPIRITUAL RENEWAL GROWTH CROSS

EMPTY TOMB REDEMPTION DAFFODILS

LENCTEN
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Church Social Events

Valentine's Dance. The Switched on Swing band once again performed for our
Valentine's Dance on Saturday 8th February. This was a very enjoyable evening but
unfortunately was not very well attended, largely due to clashing with other events
and the inclement weather. However with the bar and raffle takings we made £240
for church funds.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Mothering Sunday. After the 10am service on Sunday 22nd March Bucks Fizz
and nibbles will be served in the church hall.

Beetle Drive. Once again Sylvia and Eddie Nicholas have agreed to organise this
event, which will take place in the church hall on Saturday 28th March starting at
7pm. It is always great fun for all age groups. Tickets will be £6 for adults and £3
for under sixteens, to include refreshments. There will be a bar and raffle.

Play: Stepping Out. Marton United Reformed Church Players return to entertain
us again on Saturday 2nd May with Stepping Out, an endearing comedy about the
mismatched members of an amateur tap-dancing class who meet weekly in their
local church hall. There are plenty of laughs as the ladies, along with lone
gentleman Geoffrey, strive with varying degrees of success to tame their two left
feet and achieve their dream of taking part in a real live performance. Like all good
comedies, however, there are some poignant moments too as we gradually learn
more about the characters and a few hidden secrets start to emerge. Originally set in
the 1980s, the play's themes of determination, friendship and camaraderie ring just
as true today and it all feels very believable, perhaps helped by the fact that ex-
chorus girl Mavis, who leads the class, is played by local dance teacher Vicky
Dobson and grumpy pianist Mrs Fraser is played by our own (not quite so
grumpy?) organist Mandy Palmer. The performance is at 7pm and tickets cost £8
for adults or £6 for children. There will also be refreshments and a raffle. Half the
proceeds will come to St Thomas', the other half to MURC. Contact 07821 626121
for more details or to reserve seats in advance.

The following is a list of the other main social events planned for the remainder of

the year:-

W/c 1st June Spring New to You sale

Saturday 4th July Summer Fair

Saturday 5th September Parish Trip

Saturday 17th October Quiz Night

W/c 26th October Autumn New to You sale

Saturday 21st November Christmas Fair
The Social Committee
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In Pictures:

Education Sunday   02.II.2020
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School News

Last month's School News featured photos of the

art work our school was entering in the

Our Land, Our Schools exhibition in Lytham.

Pictures did not really do it justice, but on Education Sunday there was the chance

to see the real thing as the children brought some of their work into church to

illustrate the theme of using our talents. It was a lovely service, with children from

each class taking part in a short presentation and then joining together to sing the

song Shine From The Inside Out. The art work was much admired and we left some

on display at the back of church for people to look at more closely. If you saw it, or

visited the exhibition itself, you may not be surprised to hear that we came joint

first in the competition. Well done to all our children and teachers and thank you to

Miss Martyn-Clark, our Art Coordinator, for inspiring them to 'shine'!

Wednesday 29th January saw Year 4 venturing across the Pennines for their class

trip to Eureka! The National Children's Museum in Halifax. It was a long way to go

but luckily at that age the coach

trip is all part of the fun. The

reason for the visit was to

enhance the children's learning

about the digestive system and

their first stop was a workshop

called 'From the chew to the poo'

which definitely wasn't for the

faint hearted! It followed the

journey of a piece of food through

the alimentary tract; in this case a real peanut butter and banana sandwich which

after half an hour or so had very cleverly been transformed into some most realistic-

looking 'poo'. It was both amusing and informative and the children were of course

thrilled with all the toilet humour but I think everyone was glad there was a short

break before they had to face their lunch! The rest of the time was spent in the All

About Me gallery where the children found out some fascinating facts about our

bodies. The giant nose (complete with 'bogies') was a particular hit!
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The following week it was Year 2's turn to get out of the classroom with their trip to
Legoland in Manchester. They had been designing moon buggies as part of their
Design Technology topic and this was their chance to turn their ideas into reality.
The 'Build and Test' area proved a good substitute for the moon and the children

thoroughly enjoyed creating their vehicles from the almost
limitless supply of Lego and testing them on the various
slopes before being photographed on the winner's podium.
Another highlight was visiting the 4D Cinema to see the
mini movie A New Adventure, in which various heroic Lego
characters defeated the evil villain Risky Business. His
main crime seemed to be using low quality alternative toy
building bricks in his Legoland-style theme park, but
luckily no-one cared about the rather blatant self-promotion
as they were far too busy enjoying the very realistic 3D
effects and coping with the 4D experiences of smells, air
puffs and water sprays. It was all great fun!

The results from January's Swimarathon event are now available and the money has
all been counted. The following table summarises St Thomas' contributions.

Team 1 Year 2s, Year 3s, and Year 4s 35 laps £594.50

Team 2 Year 4s and Year 5s 48 laps £493.50

Team 3 Year 6s (plus one Year 4) 64 laps £295.00

Team 4 Ex-pupils (Years 7−9) 65 laps £434.00

Team 5 Adults (staff and relatives) 70 laps £320.00

Team 6 Adults (staff, governors and relatives) 58 laps £545.00

Overall, our six teams made the staggering total of £2682 between them. £2146 (80
percent) of this has been handed over to the Lions to support their work for Guide
Dogs for the Blind and Home-Start and the remaining £536 will go to the School
Council's chosen charity, the WWF Australia Wildlife and Nature Recovery Fund.
A magnificent effort − well done to all involved.

Mandy Palmer
photos by St Thomas' School
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Christian Aid

The Lytham St Annes Christian Aid committee held

its annual general meeting during February and listed

below are some of the main activities planned for the

coming year. Christian Aid week itself this year will be Sunday 10th to Saturday

16th May.

Store Collections. Booths in Lytham have agreed to an in-store collection.

Unfortunately, the preferred date of Saturday 16th May was not available, and so

the following Saturday, 23rd May, was agreed. There are already five volunteers

available ready to help, and a further three needed. The collections will be

organised in one-hour slots throughout the day from 9am to 5pm. Friday 1st May is

the deadline for volunteers to put their names forward.

Street Collections. Collections will take place on Saturday 16th May. In Lytham,

Stringers have given permission for collections to take place under their canopy; a

second station could be outside Santander if sufficient volunteers are available. In

St Annes, plans are in place to have one collection outside Marks and Spencer and

another outside Boots, again assuming enough volunteers come forward. Overall,

there is a need for more volunteers than last year if best use is to be made of the

street licence. Each volunteer is asked to collect for a one-hour period. Again,

Friday 1st May is the final date for names and contact details of volunteers to be

given.

House-to-house Collections. Even though a particular church may not be

organising house-to-house collections, members of that church can still take part

through the district committee. 8th March is the final date for names and contact

details of volunteers to be put forward.

Campaigning. The campaigning focus for 2020 will be "Demand a new deal for

climate justice". This is considered to be less political and controversial than the

previous year's Big Shift campaign. Campaign cards addressed to the Prime

Minister will be made available by Christian Aid, but it was agreed that individual

churches would take responsibility for organising the signing and sending of any

petitions.
based on notes by

Peter Watson (St Thomas' Christian Aid rep)

Please note that Peter Watson is at present acting as the Christian Aid

representative for St Thomas' but would like to find a volunteer to take this over.

There are only two meetings a year. Anyone interested in being our rep or willing to

volunteer for house-to-house, street or store collections should please contact Peter.

Thank you.
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Laughter Lines

Random!

• Why Did I Do That? A novel by me, with guest appearances by assorted alcoholic

beverages.

• For those that don't like the idea of Alexa listening in on their conversations, they now

make a male version called Alex. It doesn't listen to anything!

• We come into this world alone, scared and crying. Then very little changes.

• Why can't bicycles stand up on their own? They're two tired.

• In medieval times western France was famous indeed for its singing knights: the

Brittany Spears.

• Did you hear about the two guys who stole a calendar? They each got six months.

• I believe in a better world where chickens can cross the road without having their

motives questioned.

• It's not my fault I have a double chin. When God said he was giving out chins I

thought he said gins, so I said I'd have a double.

• I feel like I should clean the house and I'm determined to do something about it. So

I'm going to lie down and have a little nap until the feeling passes.

• "What's your dream job?" "Well, in my dreams, I don't actually work."

• You can distinguish an alligator from a crocodile by paying close attention to whether

the animal sees you later or in a while.

• Glass coffins... will they ever be popular? Remains to be seen.

• You come from dust. You will return to dust. That's why I don't dust: could be

someone I know!

• I dusted once. It came back. I'm not falling for that again.

• Midwife: we're ready to deliver the baby. Parents: actually we'd quite like him to keep

his liver.

• Some women don't like to walk in the rain. It might put their face back to factory

settings.

• Marriage guidance councillor: "Your wife says you never buy her flowers. Is that

true?" Husband: "To be honest, I never knew she sold flowers."

Stupid!

• Do you remember before the internet people thought that maybe the cause of stupidity

was lack of access to information. Yeah! It wasn't that!

• When you're dead, you don't know you're dead; the pain is only felt by others. It's the

same when you're stupid.

• I'm sorry I hurt your feelings when I called you stupid. I thought you already knew.

• 98 percent of all people are stupid. Thankfully, I'm in the other 5 percent.
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Net Zero

It's one of those terms we're all starting to hear a lot more of these days, as
companies, institutions, and indeed whole countries pledge their intention to reduce
their carbon dioxide emissions to 'net zero' by such and such a date in the future.

The Church of England is the latest institution to have jumped on the bandwagon.
Back in November it announced that it would strive to hit the target by 2045.
Despite the special circumstances of the Church − some very ancient and treasured
buildings that are not easily modified − it did come in for some ridicule in the press
for what was seen to be a less than ambitious target; after all, the entire country is
meant to reach net zero just five years later in 2050. Perhaps a little stung by the
flack, the General Synod in February decided that it would swing the pendulum
possibly a little too far the other way and commit to a very ambitious date of 2030.
A mere ten years away!

The Bishop of Salisbury (the lead bishop on environmental issues) commented: "To
reach Synod's target of 2030, we will each need to hear this as an urgent call to
action, but I am encouraged by the statement of intent this makes across the
Church, and wider society about our determination to tackle climate change, and
safeguard God's creation. This is a social justice issue, which affects the world's
poorest soonest and most severely, and if the Church is to hold others to account,
we have to get our own house in order. There is no serious doubt that climate
change is happening, and that people are causing it, so it is very encouraging that
Synod is grappling with the most urgent issues of our time."

The Church of England as a whole occupies about 40,000 different buildings, each
of which will need to have its carbon footprint drastically reduced. That sounds like
a daunting task, but it starts to feel a bit more manageable when you remember that
the Church consists of around 12,000 parishes. So that's three or four buildings for
each parish to deal with. We are presumably fairly typical: one church, one hall, one
vicarage. And when you think about our specific case as an example, the key issues
start to take shape.

A modern vicarage, like most other domestic dwellings, is relatively amenable to
carbon-reducing measures such as much higher specifications of insulation,
draught-proofing and double-glazing, as well as more innovative technology like
solar panels and wind turbines. A 1980s Parish Centre presents some different
challenges: very high ceilings and mandatory emergency doors that allow a gale to
blow through will always make heating a problem. And if a hall's difficult, a listed
Victorian church is going to be even harder! No solar panels or wind turbines for it!
You can't just double-glaze your stained glass windows!

So it's not going to be an easy challenge, quite the contrary. But like most difficult,
long-term challenges, the first two steps are straightforwardly defined. Firstly, the
starting position needs to be carefully and accurately assessed, measured and
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quantified. We need a proper assessment of just what our current carbon footprint is
and what the main contributors to the overall total are. There would be no point, for
instance, spending lots of time and money changing all the light fittings to low
energy versions if lighting only represented one percent of the total carbon
footprint. First you need the facts. Then, secondly, you need to define a strategy.
The Synod papers tend to assume what might be called a 'low hanging fruit'
approach; in other words, you begin by tackling the biggest contributors first, then,
as the years pass, you squeeze more and more on the secondary and tertiary factors,
as savings become more and more difficult to achieve.

Fortunately, the final target is not a 100 percent reduction in CO2 emissions, that
would be very difficult indeed. Hence the "net zero" concept: a realistic target is a
95 percent reduction, with the other five percent being 'offset' by measures
elsewhere, such as planting trees to re-generate tropical rainforests. The Synod
endorsed this approach.

So, in practice, how do we actually make a start? The Church of England has
produced a new energy-rating tool which it is making available to parishes. The
idea is that it provides an estimate of current energy consumption, taking into
account factors including the type of power used, the energy tariff, the size of the
building, and usage. The Bishop of Salisbury again: "Churches are not museums;
they are living buildings which serve their communities every day of the week, and
being greener isn't about doing less, it's about equipping parishes to get smarter
about energy consumption."

The gauntlet has been thrown down. We now have to pick it up and prepare for
battle.

Science on the agenda

With all the current attention on climate change, biodiversity, and related topics −
not to mention other 'worrying' areas like artificial intelligence, genetic engineering,
and cyber warfare − it is perhaps not surprising that the Church feels the need for a
major expansion of science education for those training for ministry.

Grants to provide opportunities to learn about cutting-edge science for people
training for the priesthood in the Church of England are to be made available as
part of a £3 million project aimed at transforming the relationship between science
and faith. Theological colleges and courses will be encouraged to bid for funds to
help integrate discussion on science-related subjects into existing theological
studies in the latest phase of the Equipping Christian Leadership in an Age of
Science (ECLAS) project, run by the Universities of Durham and York.

Organisers hope that up to half of all people training for ordained ministry will
eventually benefit from training sessions.  The project will also provide more
conferences for senior church leaders and clergy on areas of scientific interest.
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Youth Work

For this month's article we survey the full range of what St Thomas', as a church,

has to offer to families and children, over and above what is provided by

St Thomas' Nursery and St Thomas' School. Although our resources are limited, we

aim to try and provide something across the whole spectrum, from toddlers to teens.

Children's Praise

This is the new name for Nursery Praise which takes place approximately every six

weeks in church on Wednesday afternoons. St Thomas' Nursery and Clifton Lodge

Nursery always attend but it is very much open to any pre-school children and their

parents, grandparents and carers − all welcome.

The structure is very simple: the children each get a cushion and sit in a group

around the chancel steps to hear a simple version of a Bible story and sing a song,

before going off round the church to search for cut-out pictures of something linked

with what they have heard. After that it's time for a drink of juice, milk or water and

some fruit before they go home or back to nursery − taking their pictures with them

to remind them of what they have done. At the last session, on Wednesday 12th

February, the story was the Feeding of the Five Thousand so the children had great

fun searching everywhere for pictures of loaves and fish! The next Children's Praise

is on Wednesday 1st April at 2pm.

Messy Church

This takes place on Saturdays from 4:00 till 6:30 pm, approximately every two

months. It is open to anyone but is particularly suitable for families with children.

Each session consists of an hour or so of activities related to a Bible passage or

theme, followed by a short act of worship and a meal. Short doesn't necessarily

mean simple and the worship time tends to be very engaging and meaningful for

both children and adults. Sitting down to eat a meal together afterwards is an

important part of the fellowship which is central to the Messy Church concept.

Our most recent Messy Church was on Saturday 1st February, the day before

Candlemas, so we started by gathering together to hear the story of Simeon and
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Anna before getting on with some light-related activities. We decorated jars to hold
electronic tealights, created pinprick pictures to put on our windows at home and
made paper versions of the Easter Candle. There were also several colour-mixing
activities as well as a blindfolded obstacle course to take part in. The children took
their tealight jars into church for the worship session, and once everyone was
settled all the lights were turned off, leaving everyone in complete darkness until a
single candle was lit, emphasising the importance of Jesus as the light of the world.
Then the children turned on their tealights and everyone was invited to light one of
a bank of candles to show how we can be lights in the world too. We sang
This Little Light Of Mine and Shine before going back into the hall for a delicious
meal of cottage pie and crumble.

Some more pictures from the last session of Messy Church can be found on
Page 35. The next session will be on Saturday 14th March at 4pm.

Youth Group

This takes place on Fridays once a month in the Parish Centre as two separate
sessions: 5:45 till 7:30 for children from Year 4 to Year 6 and 7:30 to 9:30 for
Year 7 and above. It is relatively unstructured; there will usually be music, dancing
and pool in the upstairs room, table tennis in the small hall, badminton in the large
hall and quieter activities such as chess, cards and board games in the other areas.

When weather permits we use the
outside areas too. Both groups have a
tuck shop and the older group gather
together for pizza and chat in the last
half hour of their session.

At our most recent meeting on the
14th February, we gave the children
the chance to make comments and
suggestions for the future, by putting
their ideas on post-it notes
throughout the evening. Ideas ranged
from the easily achievable (extra
activities; different items in the tuck
shop) to ones requiring more
advance preparation (a talent show;
fundraising events). There is
certainly plenty to think about and to
work on!

The purpose of the group is largely
social; it is simply a safe place where

the children can socialise and run off a bit of steam, and this is clearly what the

− 21 −



current members enjoy. It does seem, however, as if some of them would be
interested in closer contact with the church and this is an area we are looking to
explore over the next few months. This might involve expanding on already
existing links such as All Age Worship or Messy Church, or maybe starting
something new. Again, we are going to start by finding out what the young people
themselves think − so there will be more post-it notes at the next meeting! (Friday
13th March.)

All Age Worship

The name says it all − this is definitely not 'just' for children and young families.

These services, which take place at ten o'clock on the first Sunday of every month,

are intended to be a chance for everyone, of whatever age, within our church

community to worship together in a way that is meaningful for all. Those who

come to them will know that no two services are exactly alike. For instance,

Epiphany, being a major festival, tends to be fairly formal, with traditional hymns,

while the Education Sunday service will be more relaxed, with much more

participation from the children. (A set of pictures from this year's Education Sunday

service can be seen on Page 13.)

There is no single format, though one thing they do all have in common is that they

are relatively short (usually around 45 minutes). Another thing is that they are

usually non-eucharistic. However, this means that the increasing number of

children who have been admitted to communion don't have many opportunities to

receive it, so we have decided to try having some of them as Communion services.

The first one of these is going to be on Palm Sunday, when we will be following

our usual practice of having the Passion Narrative read in full but taking the

opportunity to involve children as well as adults in the reading − all age worship

indeed.
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Bishop Julian joins House of Lords

On 6th February our diocesan bishop, Bishop Julian, took up his seat as one of the
'Lords Spiritual' in the House of Lords. The photograph shows him holding the

'Writ of Summons' from
the Queen commanding
him to present himself at
Parliament.

Bishop Julian joins 25
other Church of England
bishops in the House of
Lords. He will continue
as our diocesan bishop,
with his responsibilities
in the Lords forming part
of his onging workload.

Before taking up his
seat, Bishop Julian
commented "It is a huge

privilege for me to be admitted into, and share in the work of, the House of Lords. I
ask for the prayers of people across Lancashire as I prepare for this new role. I will
still spend most of my time in the diocese fulfilling my responsibilities here, but I
am looking forward to being a new voice for the county; to engaging in debates on
matters of public interest from a Christian perspective and to joining other Lords
Spiritual and Lords Temporal in holding the Government of the day to account."

No date has yet been set for his maiden speech, but the bishop said he planned to
wait until the right opportunity came along to speak on a subject of topical interest
to the people of Lancashire.

From 2021 onwards, as one of the Lords Spiritual he will also take turns to be duty
bishop in the House twice a year. One of the key tasks of the duty bishop is the
offering of prayers at the start of each Parliamentary sitting day. Subsequently, he
may also take on a specific 'portfolio', becoming an official spokesperson for the
Lords Spiritual on a particular subject aligned to his own expertise and interests.

He continued "I would hope to be able to draw on my experience of being a bishop
in Lancashire and to speak on a variety of topics including rural affairs,
homelessness, education, community cohesion, poverty, mental health matters and,
of course, the importance of faith in today's society. Lancashire has many vibrant
and active faith communities and I hope to be a voice of support for all faiths; in
particular the importance of respecting people of faith, their beliefs and their right
to hold those beliefs in our free and democratic society."

− 23 −



− 24 −



− 25 −



Between the old and the new testaments

One of the problems in the way we use the Bible is that we often see it as a single book,

or perhaps two books, made up of separate sections which follow in order, so there is a
tendency to think that the Old Testament tells a story that begins with Genesis and ends

with Malachi; but things are not so neat. We are unsure of the dates of some of the

prophets and both Daniel and Jonah for instance refer to periods long before they were
actually written, while the two books of Chronicles cover the same period of Israelite

history as 1 and 2 Kings, but were written later from a different viewpoint. So in a way it

is quite difficult to say exactly when the Old Testament ends. There is certainly a
considerable overlap with the books we nowadays call the Apocrypha.

The later history of Israel starts with the conquest of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar first

in 597 BC and then in 587 or 586 BC, which is the background to the prophecies of
Jeremiah. The Babylonians deported most of the leading members of society, the nobles,

the priests, the scholars and the craftsmen into exile and parcelled out their lands amongst

the poorest of the population to make sure that Babylon would have supporters if anyone
tried a revolt, though sometimes they also tried using puppet Jewish rulers. In the years

which followed, the Babylonians were conquered by the Persians and so Israel became

part of the Persian Empire.

The whole time of the exile was a time when the people of Israel reflected on what had

happened to them. Many scholars believe the Jewish Law really develops during this

period and many of the Old Testament books are written. The idea grew that God had
punished Israel for going after other gods and not keeping itself distinctive.

Around 539/8 BC the Persian king Cyrus allowed the exiles to return home and the story

of how they did so and rebuilt the Temple and the city of Jerusalem is told in the book of
Ezra. Later Nehemiah arrived (445 BC) to take charge of the rebuilding and deal with

abuses and disputes which had grown up. The prophets Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi

wrote during this period, as well as someone who added bits to the prophecy of Isaiah.
The country was still part of the Persian Empire mainly controlled by the Jewish

religious leaders. Samaria had by this time become a separate country within the empire.

However, just over a hundred years later the Persian Empire was destroyed by Alexander
the Great who conquered the region around 332 BC. After his death his empire was

divided between his generals, whose heirs competed for control of the Middle East for

several centuries.

The prevailing culture was a mixture of Greek and Asian, which we normally call

Hellenistic, and it is out of this culture that most of the books of the Apocrypha come, as

Jewish writers sought to understand their faith in terms of the prevailing Greek
philosophical ideas. This carries on well into the New Testament period. Both Paul and

the author of John's Gospel refer to common Greek philosophical ideas in their writing.

Also at this period Hebrew is less well understood by Jewish people, so these books are
often written in Aramaic or Greek, the two most common languages at the time. In AD

90 the Jewish religious leadership decided that only those books written in Hebrew were

to be considered part of the Scriptures and this led some Christians, notably Saint Jerome
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and Martin Luther, to say the Apocrypha wasn't properly part of the Bible, even though

Christians had been using it for centuries. However this led to the Apocrypha being

omitted from most Bibles and becoming almost unknown to many Christians.

During the 2nd century BC, Antiochus IV Epiphanes, the Greek ruler of Syria, who also

ruled what became the Holy Land, sought to stamp out Judaism or at least to get the Jews

to accept a religion which was a mix of Jewish and Greek elements. Most people didn't

have a problem with mixing other elements into their religion, but the Jews most

certainly did. There was a large-scale persecution of Jews, who remained faithful to their

religion, which led in turn to a Jewish revolt led by the priestly family of the Maccabees,

which is also described in the Apocrypha. The Old Testament Book of Daniel also dates

from this time, though it is set much earlier, and aims to encourage Jewish resistance,

with its idea that though things look bad now, God will win one day and the innocent

victims will be avenged.

Eventually the Maccabees were successful, but the episode gave rise to two effects.

Firstly the Maccabees sought help from the Romans, which led to the Romans getting

involved in the area, though kings like Herod managed to keep a precarious

independence up to the 1st century AD. Also it led to the development of the group called

the Pharisees. Their strict observance of the Jewish Law was a response to the

persecutions of Antiochus, while the fact that during those persecutions God allowed

good observant Jews to suffer, gave rise to an understanding of the resurrection of the

dead. The latter of course feeds into Christianity, suggesting Pharisees were not always

so anti-Jesus as the Gospels might imply.
Chris Scargill

Church Flowers

There are no flowers in church during Lent, but we are thinking about our Easter

displays. Please help by making a donation to our displays, these can be handed to

me or placed on the plate at the back of church.

Blackburn Cathedral Flower Festival: 17th to 21st June

I will be holding two workshops in the Parish Centre to demonstrate the making of

cardboard doves. These will be displayed hanging from the ceiling at the festival. I

have attended a workshop at the cathedral and made one or two with other people

from across the diocese, from churches and flower clubs. If you can cut out and

stick card together, you can make these. They are made from a paper plate. Some

members of Youth Group made some at Christmas, which were displayed on the

tree in the porch.

The workshop dates are Tuesday 24th March from 1:30 pm and Monday 6th April

from 7:00 pm. I expect the sessions to last about an hour. All materials will be

provided. A list is available at the back of church to add your name. Please come

along, and come to one or both, plenty of help is available.
Glenys Markland
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On the nonsense of having a
     lavatory at church

The Rectory

St James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren,

This year, the rigours of Lent have taken second place to a far

more pressing matter: the installation of a lavatory at St James the Least of All.

Personally, I entirely disapprove of this additional sign of decadence in our moral

fibre; we have survived perfectly happily for the last 800 years without one, so why

is there such an urgent need now? And being surrounded by acres of fields, there

seems to be a completely acceptable alternative.

It also spoils the pleasure I used to take, informing ushers at weddings, having

liberally refreshed themselves at our local pub before the service, that we have no

facilities and that they would just have to wait. Their look of pained resignation,

developing to clear signs of repentance as the service progressed, was most

cheering. It also meant that wedding parties did not linger after the service but

disappeared with commendable speed to safe havens.

I anticipate that now we have the thing, a sub-committee will form to devise a

commissioning service for the person who will be in charge of its maintenance. I

can already foresee Lady Bartlett proposing an appropriate set of robes for the

office holder − although it will need some tact to select suitable insignia on the

sleeves.

In fact, the project has not been entirely successful; we still need to have a lock

fitted and so at present, occupants have been advised to sing hymns loudly. A hymn

book has been installed as an aide memoire.

The greater difficulty arises from our antiquated plumbing system. A member of the

congregation can leave a service perfectly discreetly; they can enter the lavatory

unseen by anyone, but on flushing, water is drawn through pipes running the length

of the inside of the building with a thunderous roar.

I am sure that in your worship centre you will have lavish cloakrooms furnished

with colour co-ordinated walls and towels, baby-changing facilities and video

monitors relaying everything going on in the service. But we are made of sterner

stuff, and I maintain that our congregation should be grateful that they now have a

lavatory at all. And to think that someone suggested it should even have heating!

Your loving uncle,

Eustace

− 30 −



Laughter Lines

Yet more church notices that didn't quite come out right...

• Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They need all the help they

can get.

• The cost of the Fasting and Prayer Conference includes meals.

• Don't miss our special Singles Dinner this Friday evening at 7pm. Attire

optional.

• Attention Parents! There will be a conference on how to help your teen avoid

pre-marital sex. The featured speaker will be Molly Kelly, a nationally known

speaker on abstinence and mother of eight.

• Ladies, please don't forget the jumble sale. It's a chance to get rid of those things

not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.

• For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery

downstairs.

• Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person you

want remembered.

Throw in a few typing errors for good measure...

• The senior choir invites any member of the congregation who enjoys sinning to

see the organist after the service.

• This evening at 7pm there will be hymn-singing in the park across from the

church. Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin.

• The Women's Tea for

next week has been

cancelled. We are sorry

for any incontinence

this may cause.

• The church will host an

evening of fine dining,

super entertainment

and gracious hostility.

• The vicar would

appreciate it if the

ladies of the

congregation would

lend him their electric

girdles for the pancake

breakfast next Sunday.
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A Page From History:

Empress Theodora c.500-548 AD

Of Greek-Cypriot descent, Theodora was born possibly in Syria or possibly in
Greece around the year 500 AD. Her father was a bear-trainer at the hippodrome in
Constantinople, her mother an actress and dancer. After her father's death, when
Theodora was only four years old, her mother took her children to the hippodrome
wearing garlands and presented them as suppliants to the Blue faction. Theodora
remained a Blue supporter for the rest of her life.

Interestingly, her contemporary biographer (Procopius) wrote two accounts of her
life: an official version and a 'secret' version. We can imagine that each is a
distortion, one to paint over the cracks, the other to expose every little crack in all
its salacious detail. For example, the secret history takes some pleasure in recording
her early years working in a low-status brothel, and later as an actress, something of
a euphemism for a woman who provided "indecent exhibitions on-stage" and
"personal services off-stage".

Between the ages of 16 and 20, Theodora travelled around North Africa as the
'companion' of a senior imperial official. After he mistreated and later abandoned
her, she moved back to Constantinople before travelling again, this time to
Alexandria. It was there that she came under the influence of the patriarch,
Timothy III, and converted to a variant of Christianity which we would now call
Miaphysitism. Although somewhat lost to modern ways of thinking, the fifth and
sixth centuries saw an obsession with Christology and in particular with how
exactly to reconcile the two natures of Christ, human and divine, in a single being;
umpteen schisms resulted, though Miaphysitism was one of the more minor and
short-lived heresies. Theodora returned to Constantinople in 522 AD and took up a
more respectable lifestyle. It was at this time that she met her future husband,
Justinian, nephew of the emporer Justin I.

At first they were unable to marry: an old Roman law prevented any man of
senatorial rank from marrying an actress. But in 525 AD Emporer Justin repealed
the law and the couple were allowed to marry, though not before the birth of their
first daughter.

Two years later, in 527 AD, Justinian and Theodora became Emporer and Empress
of the Eastern Roman Empire. Quite early on in the reign a riot broke out −
stemming from rivalry between the Blue faction and the Greens − many buildings
were set on fire and a new emporer was proclaimed. Justinian was on the brink of
fleeing, but Theodora stiffened the resolve of the court with her famous "royal
purple is the noblest shroud" speech and saved the day.

What followed was a remarkable period, perhaps the final flowering of the old
Roman world: the re-conquest of the fallen western empire and the re-generation of
Constantinople into perhaps the greatest city the world had ever seen.

To be continued...
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In Pictures:

Messy Church   01.II.2020
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From the Archives

We take as our subject this month the year 1940. Our

vicar at the time was Rev Hugh Potter. His monthly

pastoral letters paint a picture of the dark shadow of war

as it creeps inexorably across the normal life of the country.

JANUARY. Let me close by wishing you as happy a New Year as possible in

these days. It is certain to be a year of momentous events, but if each one

does his or her duty faithfully, under the guiding hand of God, we shall win

through.

FEBRUARY. The critical days in which we are living demand from everyone

that he should be at his best. Even more so the Christian. For he cannot have

two standards of conduct, one as a citizen, the other as a Christian. Two

courses are possible: under the pressure of events he may modify his

Christianity in view of what he deems to be his duty as a citizen; or his

thoughts as a citizen can be completely determined by his faith as a Christian.

The latter can alone be right.

MARCH. In normal times we look forward to Easter; it is the Queen of

Festivals, and it brings its message of new life; it is also Springtime and we

have turned our backs on winter. But this year we wonder what the Spring

will bring forth. The huge armies facing each other on the Maginot and

Siegfried Lines may in a short time be engaged in a life and death struggle.

Calvary will be more of a reality to all of us this year, as it was in 1918. But

the Cross is writ large on the whole of creation, and we must remember to

worship Him who is the Crucified Lord.

APRIL. After Good Friday, Easter; out of defeat, victory; so the Christian

message runs. This year we would all have enjoyed the Easter Festival more

had it not been for the dark threatening clouds of the war. We must, however,

work hopefully, each in our appointed tasks, knowing as we do that the

background of the universe is good and not evil, and that the ultimate victory

of right over wrong is certain... Living in such anxious times we thank God for

Easter. The church services everywhere must have filled those who attended

them with hope and peace.

MAY. You will notice in the Church Council notes reference is made to the

appointment of a successor to Mr Gillespie, who is shortly leaving us to take

up his duties as Chaplain in the Air Force. The decision made by the Church

Council is quite understandable, they feel their financial responsibilities at the

present time, when there is a debit balance of £250... The problem is one not

only affecting us but the Church as a whole, and can be stated quite simply −
how is the spiritual work of the Church to be maintained in view of the

financial stringency of the times.

JUNE. ...people realise we are living in the gravest moment in the history of

our nation and Empire, and in answering the call they were acknowledging
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the only firm foundation of our life. For the root trouble of the past twenty

years, the failure that has lain behind all the political, economic and social

failures, has been godlessness... Many hearts are being stirred at the present

time, and are being shaken out of complacency and the feeling of security.

Who can doubt that God is calling us? "Today if ye will hear His voice harden

not your heart." In the midst of this awful tragedy He may be transforming the

world's worst evil into the mightiest good.

JULY. For years past we have been told that Christian people have forgotten

'to live dangerously,' they have made religion into a kind of dug-out,

something to give them a feeling of comfort and security. Today all that has

changed. We are living dangerously. The events of the past few weeks have

made it clear with lightning rapidity that Great Britain, with the Empire

behind it, is now the bulwark and the only bulwark of the freedom of Europe,

if not of mankind. The war is sifting us like wheat. Now is the time for the

national character to show itself, and we believe it will. The call is clear and

we dare not refuse it. Let us be prepared to dedicate all our powers and all we

possess to the task before us.

AUGUST. The days and weeks pass by and the people of this island fortress

stand grim, determined, calm and united. Night after night in different parts

of Great Britain people are disturbed by air-raids, but in spite of that we

believe that they will be immovable as a rock. A few weeks ago the German

Chancellor spoke about peace, but there was nothing in his speech which

could possibly form a basis for an enduring and righteous peace... And so we

face the future, not knowing what a day may bring, but this we do know −
God cares for us and for the well being of mankind, and He will not suffer us

to be tried beyond our strength.

SEPTEMBER. Sunday, September 8th has been appointed for another

National Day of Prayer... The large number of people who crowd into our

churches on these occasions is encouraging; it may be a sign of a rising tide of

faith. But it cannot be said, I think, that the nation, as a whole, is prepared as

yet to return to God; when it does great things will happen. We shall never

solve the complicated problems that lie ahead of us until we do... The people

who earnestly want a better world, but hope to get it without religion, are

doomed to failure.

OCTOBER. The National Day of Prayer has come and gone. Once again

churches were crowded − our own among the number... It will be of little use

to fight, as we are fighting today for the preservation of Christian principles, if

Christianity is to have no future. Nazi Germany is careful to train its youth in

its political creed from the earliest years. If we wish England to be a Christian

country we must do the same, and because Christianity is a creed based upon

a knowledge of historic facts the teaching of these facts must be given a

foremost place in our educational system.

continued...
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NOVEMBER. We heard recently on the wireless the number of churches

destroyed or damaged in the Diocese of London... The following analysis will

bear this out:   churches destroyed/damaged:       20/94

                        church halls destroyed/damaged:  10/28

                        vicarages destroyed/damaged:       11/65

                        schools destroyed/damaged:            4/21

...The Church Council has therefore taken the right step. Other churches in

the Deanery (and elsewhere) are doing the same. But not only are churches

suffering, those living in bombed areas are suffering too; it is with them in

mind that we have started the St Thomas' Relief Fund. As soon as it reaches

an adequate amount we shall send donations to those who are most in need

of them. According to Saint Paul, the law of Christ is fulfilled when we bear

one another's burdens.

DECEMBER. The Christmas story, with its vision of the Holy Babe of

Bethlehem, is a parable, as well as a fact of history, for there He lay in the

common straw so near the filth of the stable and the power of the beasts. How

true this is in 1940. We are approaching the Christmas Festival in which the

songs of the angels singing "Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace

among men of good-will" will sound again in our ears, in close proximity to the

power of the beasts which warfare has let loose on the earth once again. But

nevertheless let us all in faith gather round the Manger Throne on Christmas

Day and see in the Babe who lies there the only hope of the world and the

Saviour of mankind. And let us also remember Christmas Day is a birthday,

and it should be observed as a birthday, although the heavy clouds of war

hang over our heads.

                     Your sincere friend and vicar, HUGH G POTTER

Puzzle Solutions

Lateral Thinking

Nowhere in the paragraph does the letter 'e' appear. Given that 'e' is the most common

letter in English usage, having none at all in a long paragraph is definitely unusual.
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• Rooms For Hire at St Thomas' Community Centre: ideal for weddings and
social events including children's parties, meetings and shows. Tel: 727226.

• Lent Courses begin week commencing 2nd March. The Hampton Court
Housegroup will be running a five-week course entitled Superstar starting on
Thursday 5th March at 7:45 pm. Alternatively, Churches Together are
organising an ecumenical course entitled Unusual Kindness which will be
held at three venues: the Drive Methodist Church on Mondays at 2pm; the
United Reformed Church on Mondays at 7pm; and Church Road Methodist
Church on Thursdays at 11am. All welcome.

• A Time of Prayer for the work of the church is held in the Lady Chapel on
the first Wednesday of the month starting at 7:15 pm.

• A service of Prayers for Healing and Wholeness is held in the Lady Chapel
on the third Sunday of the month, starting at 11:45 am.

• The Stepping Stones bereavement support group meets in the Parish Centre
on the first Thursday of the month from 10:30 to 11:30 am.

• The World Day of Prayer service is to be held at St Anne's Parish Church on
Friday 6th March at 2pm. Everyone welcome.

• The Coffee Shop is open on the first and third Tuesdays of the month starting
at 10:30 am. Admission £1.50.

• A Race Night in aid of the mayoral charities will be held at the Monterey
Beach Hotel on Friday 13th March at 7:30 pm. Tickets £10 to include hotpot
supper. Contact Joe Collins (01253 688505). All welcome.         Angela Jacques

• Regular readers of No Doubt will recall that between 2016 and 2018 we ran a
series of articles, written by Peter Watson, on the stained glass windows
around our church. These articles have been compiled into a booklet which is
now on sale for £2 per copy (all proceeds to the church). If you can't find it at
the back of church have a word with Peter or one of the editors.




