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Pastoral Letter

Dear Friends,

The news that we could re-open St Thomas' for worship from the beginning of July

came as a great joy to us all. The fact that our first service back was on the day

when we commemorate Saint Thomas and ask God's blessing on the life of our

church was an added bonus. However, even before the government made the

announcement, we had been giving thought to the practicalities of re-opening,

while maintaining precautions against the transmission of COVID-19. We were also

considering what the last almost four months had taught us about being church.

It pretty quickly became apparent that while it might be reassuring for us all to go

straight back, as far as possible, to the way things were, this wasn't really much of

an option. While no one would underestimate the value of a familiar routine after

such an anxious and disruptive time, the precautions we have to observe, at least

initially, make this impossible. For the moment there are no hymns and no handing

out or collecting in of service books. The plate is not taken round at the offertory.

Social distancing in the pews may well mean you aren't able to sit in your usual

place. More significantly, communion is in one kind only and received standing.

The amount of extra preparation needed means we need a later start time, but then,

without hymns, the service will be shorter and we are not yet permitted to have

refreshments after the service, so timing is less of an issue.

Few people like change and we get less enthusiastic about it, by and large, as we

get older. However in this case we are faced with changes to our familiar service,

the alternative to which is having no church service at all.
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But the time of lockdown has brought new benefits too. Streaming worship to the

internet has brought new people worshipping with us, sometimes locals who for

various reasons hadn't been able to come to church, sometimes people in other

countries or even on other continents. We are regularly getting around 100 people

viewing our Sunday service on Facebook. So we will be continuing to stream the

Sunday service from church both for the benefit of regulars who do not yet feel able

to come to the service and for this wider community of worshippers.

St Thomas' has always touched the lives of more than our regular congregation.

Remember when the baby Jesus was stolen from the Crib? A replacement was

given by a former member of the Youth Group. Couples come seeking to marry in

church or have their child baptised because they remember coming to church when

they were pupils at the school, while the links between school families and the

church remain strong to this day. Now the era of 'streaming' has provided a whole

new way of reaching out to people. As the hymn says:

We are pilgrims on a journey, fellow travellers on the road;

we are called to help each other, walk the mile and bear the load.

In this new situation we need to find ways of building all those who are touched in

this way into a true community in which we can reach out to support and encourage

each other. Some things will be the same. Some things will be new. But the way we

are called to walk remains the same − following Jesus, who is the Way, the Truth

and the Life.

                   Yours in Christ,

                               Chris Scargill

As well as our website, the church also has a

presence on Facebook, where you can get

up-to-the-minute news and pictures and

notification of forthcoming events, and a

YouTube channel, where there is an archive of

live-streamed services.   

In each case just search for:

    "St Thomas' Church, St Annes"

This edition covers the period Sunday 5th

July to Sunday 6th September. However, in

the current circumstances, there are no

publication deadlines and we are happy to

accept articles at any time.

Contact details:

email – mandianpalmer@gmail.com

phone – 01253 711794

mobile – 07821 626121

Mandy and Ian Palmer (editors)

Cover artwork:  The Ancient of Days   from the Book of Daniel chapter 7

                    by:  William Blake (1794)
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Forthcoming services

Sunday 5th July Feast of Saint Thomas

11:00 am Patronal Festival Parish Communion

Thursday 9th July

10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 12th July Fifth Sunday after Trinity

11:00 am Parish Communion

7:00 pm Compline

Thursday 16th July Saint Osmund

10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 19th July Sixth Sunday after Trinity

11:00 am Parish Communion

Thursday 23rd July Kept as Saint Mary Magdalene

10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 26th July Seventh Sunday after Trinity;

                                        Feast of Saint Anne and Saint Joachim

11:00 am Parish Communion with prayers for our town

7:00 pm Compline

Thursday 30th July Thomas Clarkson, Olaudah Equiano

                                             and William Wilberforce

10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 2nd August Eighth Sunday after Trinity

11:00 am Parish Communion

Thursday 6th August Feast of the Transfiguration

10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 9th August Ninth Sunday after Trinity

11:00 am Parish Communion

7:00 pm Compline
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Thursday 13th August Bishop Jeremy Taylor

10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 16th August Blessed Virgin Mary

11:00 am Parish Communion

Thursday 20th August Saint Bernard

10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 23rd August Saint Bartholomew

11:00 am Parish Communion

7:00 pm Compline

Thursday 27th August

10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 30th August Twelfth Sunday after Trinity

11:00 am Parish Communion

From the Registers

July 8th Funeral James Carr

Church Flowers

As lockdown starts to ease, I will be arranging church

flowers from the beginning of August. The rota for

August is shown below. If you wish to sponsor

flowers in church, please telephone me on 728179.

As we are unable to meet up at the moment, if I don't

hear from people on the list, I will assume that they

do not wish to have an arrangement at this time.

August 2nd John Longstaff in memory of Joan

August 9th Dawn Duncan

August 16th Kath and Malcolm Asquith

August 23rd Sylvia Williams

August 30th (vacant)

Thank you to you all for your donations.
Glenys Markland
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Parish Prayer Diary

In our weekly prayer cycle we ask the Lord God our Father to bless and guide all
those who live, work and worship in our parish.

July 5th Main Drive, Buckley Grove and Bowden Lane
Churches of other traditions in St Annes and our joint activities
with them, including through Churches Together

July 12th Fairways and Beauclerk Road
Face to Face

July 19th Silverdale Road, North Houses Lane and South Moss Road
Leisure and tourism in St Annes

July 26th Harrogate Road and Sawley Avenue
The hotels and guest houses in St Annes

August 2nd Lawrence Avenue and Church Road
Local shops, businesses and industries

August 9th King's Road and Links Road
St Annes Town Council

August 16th Bowes Lyon Place and Jubilee Way
Our diocesan and deanery synods

August 23rd Roseway and Greenways
Fylde Borough Council

August 30th Stratford Road and Shepherd Road
Our No Doubt magazine team and website team

September 6th Rimington Place and Downham Place
Our House Group and our Bible Study Group

Prayer Tree

Requests for prayer via the Prayer Tree should be directed to our vicar, Chris. If he
is not available please contact one of the Licensed Lay Ministers. The vicar or LLM
will then contact the next two people on the tree, and so on. The Prayer Tree
consists of about twenty members of our congregation. Prayer is an important and
positive action, particularly in these troubled times. The Prayer Tree will be
particularly useful when the need for prayer is confidential or urgent.

With thanks

Eileen Betteridge would like to thank everyone for their prayers during her recent
stay in hospital. She is now living at Rosewood Lodge if people would like to get in
touch with her.
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Hundred Club Prize Draw

It wasn't possible to carry out the monthly draws during the period of lockdown. So
now it's time to catch up! Here are all the results for March, April, May, June and
July. We'll cover August in the next edition.

Date First Prize (£40) Second Prize (£10)

March 1st 55   John Davies 08   Marion Fielding

March 8th 66   Graeme Duguid 69   Sylvia Williams

March 15th 39   Kay Powell 54   Dave Hill

March 22nd 17   Frank McCandlish 41   Myles Davies

March 29th 84   Eric Williamson 41   Myles Davies

April 5th 20   Dawn Duncan 23   Rebecca White

April 12th 18   Carole Harrison 68   Janet Boyce

April 19th 72   Tom Williamson 69   Sylvia Williams

April 26th 25   Tim Smith 32   Heather Blackman

May 3rd 32   Heather Blackman 42   Glenys Markland

May 10th 68   Janet Boyce 18   Carole Harrison

May 17th 20   Dawn Duncan 78   Gill Mutton

May 24th 15   Sandra Moores 04   Linda Pinches

May 31st 61   Dorothy Notman 46   Barbara Davies

June 7th 39   Kay Powell 59   Marie Williams

June 14th 17   Frank McCandlish 25   Tim Smith

June 21st 20   Dawn Duncan 85   Jean Carrington

June 28th 56   Tim Smith 81   Carol Woods

July 5th 24   Finlay Denver 54   Dave Hill

July 12th 66   Graeme Duguid 44   John Davies

July 19th 72   Tom Williamson 56   Tim Smith

July 26th 46   Barbara Davies 04   Linda Pinches

John Davies
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Crossword

Across

  1 "I pray that out of his glorious — he may strengthen you with power
      through his Spirit in your inner being" [Ephesians 3:16] (6)

  4 "Saul’s father Kish and — father Ner were sons of Abiel" [1 Samuel 14:51] (6)
  7 "Praise the Lord, O my — " [Psalm 103:1] (4)
  8 See 5 Down
  9 Laws [1 Kings 11:33] (8)
13 "Who of you by worrying can — a single hour to his life?" [Luke 12:25] (3)
16 Artistry [Exodus 31:5] (13)
17 "Young men will see visions, your — men will dream dreams" [Acts 2:17] (3)
19 How David described his Lord [Psalm 19:14] (8)
24 "If this city is built and its — — restored, you will be left with nothing

      in Trans-Euphrates" [Ezra 4:16] (5,3)
25 "The holy Scriptures, which are able to make you — for salvation through faith

      in Christ Jesus" [2 Timothy 3:15] (4)
26 Intended destination of arrows [Lamentations 3:12] (6)
27 Eve hit (anag.) (6)

Down

  1 "For I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find — for your souls"
      [Matthew 11:29] (4)

  2 Where Peter was when he denied Christ three times [Luke 22:55] (9)
  3 Remarkable early 20th-century Indian evangelist, a convert from

      Hinduism, — Sundar Singh (5)
  4 "Now the king had put the officer on whose — — leaned in charge of the gate"

      [2 Kings 7:17] (3,2)
  5 and 8 Across The Lover describes this feature of the Beloved thus: "Your — is

      like the tower of Lebanon looking towards — " [Song of Songs 7:4] (4,8)
  6 "...with the belt of truth buckled — your waist" [Ephesians 6:14] (5)
10 Trout (anag.) (5)
11 Easily frightened [1 Thessalonians 5:14] (5)
12 The ability to perceive [Ecclesiastes 10:3] (5)
13 One of the clans descended from Benjamin [Numbers 26:38] (9)
14 "One of the Twelve, one who — bread into the bowl with me" [Mark 14:20] (4)
15 Resound [Zephaniah 2:14] (4)
18 Traditional seat of the Dalai Lama (5)
20 Precise [John 4:53] (5)
21 Build [Ezekiel 4:2] (5)
22 Beat harshly [Acts 22:25] (4)
23 Darius, who succeeded Belshazzar as king of the Babylonians [Daniel 5:31] (4)

Answers to all puzzles on page 26
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Learn from the mistakes of others: you can't live long enough to make them all yourself.

Life is ten percent what happens to you and ninety percent how you respond to it.

Sin is not hurtful because it is forbidden, but sin is forbidden because it is hurtful.

Lord, fill my mouth with worthwhile stuff, and nudge me when I've said enough!

Christianity can be condensed to four words: admit, submit, commit, transmit.

Buying what you do not need is an easy road to needing what you cannot buy.

We could all take a lesson from the weather: it pays no attention to criticism.

Life's evening will take its character from the day that has preceded it.

If men speak ill of you, live so that no one will believe them.

Until you are free to die, you are not free to live.

Tomorrow's usually the busiest day of the week.

God does not keep office hours.
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Wordsearch: John the Baptist

On 29th August we remember John the Baptist. By all accounts, he had a rough life.

He grew up in obscurity, lived in the desert on a diet of bugs. He wore itchy camel

hair. He worked in the heat of the sun, constantly challenging people, and wading in

and out of muddy Jordan waters to baptise many. Then he was arrested and kept in

a reeking, infested dungeon until one day they cut his head off. Not much comfort

in that life. Yet the Bible tells us that of all the people in history, no one has even

been born who was as great as him. Why? Because of the unique calling God gave

him, which was to prepare the way for the coming ministry of his Son, Jesus. Jesus

did not have an easy life, either.

JOHN BAPTIST ROUGH OBSCURITY

DESERT BUGS CAMEL HEAT

SUN CHALLENGE MUDDY JORDAN

ARRESTED DUNGEON HEAD CUT

HISTORY GREAT UNIQUE PREPARE
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Sudoku and Maze

Christian Aid

Christian Aid Week this year, in spite of circumstances,

was very successful. Christian Aid Week itself raised

approximately £3.1 million and the total including the

Coronavirus Emergency appeal was about £4 million.

So, in spite of all the bad news around us, we have something to say a big thank

you for in our prayers.

There may be another Christian Aid Week of some kind later in the autumn but it

will not involve house-to-house collections. I'll keep you posted if and when I have

any further news.

God bless.
Liz Stone

Christian Aid area organiser for Lytham St Annes

Please note

In the current circumstances, it is unclear when we will be able to hold the next

New-to-You Sale. If any of you have stock which would be suitable for selling we

would be grateful if you could hang on to it for the time being. However, please

don't bring items to church just yet, as we have run out of storage space.

Thank you.
The Social Committee
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Voices from the past
   − speaking out today

It's tempting when we think of the Christian saints of past ages to think of them as

historical curiosities, interesting for those like me who are into Church history, but

by and large of little relevance to the modern day. However, the current Black Lives

Matter campaign around the world (and, indeed, other social and political

developments) might make it worth taking a fresh look at two saints who have been

commemorated by the Church in recent weeks.

The first of my two saints is William Wilberforce MP, a leading Anglican

evangelical of the late 18th and early 19th century. While we today tend to regard

politics as a dirty business, all about cynical manipulation of the levers of power,

Wilberforce chose a career in politics instead of seeking ordination, believing that

this was the particular vocation to which God was calling him. He is, of course, best

known for his relentless campaigning against the slave trade.

One of the issues which has arisen around statues of historical figures, some of

whose ideas or actions may seem repugnant to our ways of thinking, is whether one

can blame someone for sharing the general outlook of his own day. I tend to have a

lot of sympathy for that thought. Can you really say that someone has sinned by

doing something they didn't really know was a sin? However, I am not sure that

William Wilberforce would have agreed with me. In a speech to the House of

Commons in May 1789 (two months before the start of the French Revolution,

incidentally) he said...

"I mean not to accuse anyone, but to take the shame upon myself, in common

indeed with the whole Parliament of Britain, for having suffered this horrid trade

of slavery to be carried on under their authority... Sir, the nature and all the

circumstances of this trade are now laid open to us. We can no longer plead

ignorance. We cannot evade it. We may spurn it. We may kick it out of the way.

But we cannot turn aside so as to avoid seeing it. For it is brought now so directly

before our eyes that this House must decide, and must justify to all the world and

to its own conscience, the rectitude of all the grounds of its decision."

By 1789 then, Wilberforce maintained that no-one could be unaware of the evils of

slavery and if one opted to support it then one was taking a deliberate decision to

support what was wrong. Interestingly, he argued that the abolition of slavery

would be in the best interests of everyone − the West Indian planters and slave-

owners included. However, the basis of his argument was not self interest or indeed

some modern concept of equality or human rights. Wilberforce maintained that

slavery was contrary to the principles of natural justice and that natural justice was

based upon divine authority, including the commandment 'thou shalt do no murder'.

Believing in that divine authority, as he said, "How can I dare to set up any

reasonings of my own against it?"

A staunch Protestant, Wilberforce might not have been pleased for his name to be

− 12 −



linked with my second saint, Bishop Bartolomé de las Casas, a sixteenth century

Dominican friar, who defended the South American Indians against ill treatment by

the Spanish settlers, but the two men's understanding of Christianity have

something in common.

For Bartolomé, Jesus' words − that whatever you do for the least of one of these my

brethren you do for me − meant that to enslave, brutalise or kill the indigenous

people of South America was to do the same to Christ himself.

"I leave in the Indies, Jesus Christ, our God, scourged and afflicted and buffeted

and crucified, not once but thousands of times, on the part of all the Spaniards

who ruin and destroy these people."

Like the British planters of the West Indies, the Spanish settlers justified their

abuses on the grounds of economic necessity and the building up of the Empire.

Bartolomé would have none of it, saying that those who have exploited and

murdered the Indians "have gold as their actual principal end." To such people he

denied the name of Christian, saying, "Christ did not come into the world to die for

gold."

For both Bartolomé de las Casas and William Wilberforce, the value of each human

being lay in the fact that we are made by God and loved by God, indeed that God

was willing to die for each one of us. No kind of economic gain or political

expediency could justify the abuses against which they campaigned. The old

Leninist excuse that you cannot make an omelette without breaking eggs simply

would cut no ice with them. Nor could abuses be justified on the grounds that they

were carried out by people of a different age or in a very different situation from

our own. The principles proclaimed by both Spanish Catholic friar and Anglican

MP are based on the will of God, and that will is universal and eternal.
Chris Scargill

A time for patience and fortitude

Our confinement began on Tuesday 24th March. Our one hundred and fiftieth day

is Thursday 20th August.

And the waters prevailed upon the earth a hundred and fifty days. And God

remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in

the ark: and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters assuaged.

The fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and the

rain from heaven was restrained. And the waters returned from off the earth

continually: and after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were

abated. And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the

month, upon the mountains of Ararat. And the waters decreased continually until

the tenth month: in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, were the tops

of the mountains seen.  [Genesis 7:24-8:5]
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Requiescat in pace

We mark the passing of our one-time

vicar Rev Owen Vigeon − the fourth

vicar of this parish whose tenure at

St Thomas' ran from 1974 to 1985, and

who died on 20th May this year.

What better way to remember him than

through his own words: this piece one of

his pastoral letters from 1975, penned

following what was clearly a memorable

holiday, 45 summers ago...

Dear friends,

Sally and I returned from our

holiday after a most restful week in

Corfu; and it is obvious from your

remarks that we both show signs of the good it has done us.

Every now and again you get a new experience in life which changes your

heart. Such was our visit to that lovely Greek island, of which the brothers

Lawrence and Gerald Durrell have written so winningly. We both fell in love

with the place even though we saw it only as tourists for one brief week. It

was partly the scenery and partly the people and partly the ethos of the

place.

I suppose to us one of the attractions of the place

was to live in a community which is still basically

religious. The little wayside shrines; the way

people are utterly at home in their churches and

fill them with colour and icons and the light of

burning candles. This is religion Greek Orthodox

style, with a spirit distinct from Rome, Canterbury

or the Protestant north. A church whose parish

priests must be married; but whose bishops must

not be, and are therefore all monks. Their

tradition goes way back to those early Christian

centuries of the undivided Church and has

changed very little − partly because, for so much

of their history, the Greeks were an 'occupied'

nation and it was only through their Church that

for centuries they were able to express their
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national consciousness.

What particularly impressed me was the care and love with which parents

took their children into church and helped them to take part in their

religious customs. Here was something they could share: father and son;

mother and daughter; slipping into church to light a candle, to pray, to

reverence a shrine, cross themselves and then out again as if it was the

most natural thing in the world. This is religious education of the best kind:

through the family. School and Sunday School are merely western stop-gap

measures to make up a little of what we neglect in our homes. As far as I

can see, the Greeks have no need of them; it is sufficient for them to go to

the eucharist on a Sunday morning as a family, and drop in from time to

time to say 'hello' to our Lord and his Blessed Mother. And consequently the

churches are full of worshippers young and old. There is certainly food for

thought there.

We certainly lost our hearts to the island, and, as I said on the Sunday after

our return, this experience is a parable of our Christian religion. For the

Bible speaks of men of faith as those "who look for another country that is a

heavenly one". Our religion works by singing to us the love song of the one

whose homeland was heaven; and having heard the song, and listened to

the story, we are beguiled with a desire for that other country. We find we

were created for more than three score years and ten of existence, for

sunsets more glorious than those at St Annes; for riches beyond those

available in millionaire's row, for something straighter than Clifton Drive,

more beautiful than Tarn Hows.

Just as Corfu gave us a glimpse into a different style of living; so now and

again the old familiar words of scripture,

psalm and hymn echo freshly again and

make us aware of that quality of life

which the Bible calls 'eternal', and which

is the gift that God holds out to us to

enjoy for ever.

We belong in faith and hope; in mind and

heart to that other country − and in

seeking it we shall never tire of doing

what we can to make this life and this

world as near as we can to the heavenly

pattern.

"Thy Kingdom come as it is in heaven."

Yours sincerely in Christ,

Owen Vigeon
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Laughter Lines

• I got mugged by six dwarves last night.

Not happy!

• I started out with nothing and I still have

most of it.

• Inside every older person is a younger

person wondering what the hell happened.

• The kids keep laughing at my failing

memory. But they won't be laughing at

Christmas when there are no eggs under

the bonfire.

• As I get older all I really need is a

Specsavers, a Boots and a Greggs. Life's

just specs and drugs and sausage rolls.

• I've come to accept that I will never be able to return to my original weight.

Seven pounds two ounces is just not realistic.

• I used to just crastinate but I got so good at it I went pro.

• A priest, a rabbit and a vicar walk into a bar. The rabbit says: "I think I might be

a typo."

• When scientists discovered the radish they wanted to call it a "rad", but then one

of them said: "that sounds too definite, let's tone it down a bit."

• Woman: "We're not talking over the radio. This relationship is over!"

     Man: "This relationship is what? Over."

• "Sarcasm doesn't get you anywhere!" Me: "Well it got me to the Sarcasm World

Championships in Peru in 1998." "Really?" Me: "No."

• Picked up a hitch-hiker. Seemed like a nice guy. After a few miles he asked me if

I wasn't afraid that he might be a serial killer. I told him that the odds of there

being two serial killers in the car were extremely unlikely.

• Woman: "I wish you'd stop pretending you're a detective. We should split up."

     Man: "Good idea! We can cover more ground that way."

• "Are you aware that Thailand used to have a different name?" "Yes, Siam."

• Growing your own tomatoes is the best way...  To devote three months of your

life to saving £2.87.

• I just burned 3000 calories. That's the last time I leave scones in the oven while I

take a nap.
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Saint Swithun

A standing joke worldwide is the English pre-occupation with the weather. So how did it

come to pass that the English summer should be determined by a long-dead Anglo-Saxon
bishop?

Saint Swithun's Day − 15th July − is the feast day of a ninth century Anglo-Saxon Bishop

of Winchester: Swithun or sometimes Swithin. Little is definitively known about his life,
although he is said to have been either the spiritual adviser to the King of Wessex, or

tutor to the King's son, Alfred, or possibly both at the same time.

A popular bishop, Swithun's only known miracle during his lifetime was the repair of a
basket of broken eggs, dropped by a flustered lady of his parish on unexpectedly

encountering the bishop.

His enduring legend is due to events after his death on 2nd July 862. With his dying
breath, Swithun is said to have requested that his final resting place be outside, where his

grave could easily be reached by both members of the parish and the rainfall from the

heavens. Swithun's wishes were met for over a hundred years. However, on 15th July 971
his body was removed from its simple grave and interred in the newly built Winchester

Cathedral. A shrine to the saint remains in the modern cathedral to this day.

According to legend, forty days of terrible weather followed, suggesting Swithun was
none too happy with the new arrangements! Ever since, it has been said that the weather

on 15th July supposedly determines the weather for the next forty days, as noted in the

popular Elizabethan verse: "St Swithin's day if thou dost rain, for forty days it will
remain. St Swithin's day if thou be fair for forty days will rain na mair."

Debbie Wood

The modern Saint Thomas
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On using special service sheets

The Rectory

St James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren,

When producing material for your magazine or

church services, beware the computer spell-checker.

We once let our own system check a Christmas carol

sheet and, on the night, found ourselves obliged to sing

Away In A Manager, mangers apparently being unknown to our machine.

If you use special sheets regularly, it seems a law of nature − as with metal coat

hangers − that they all intermingle while no one is watching. Thus, on Easter Day,

half the congregation will have been issued with sheets for Harvest, which will only

become obvious once the service begins. The first hymn will be entirely lost while

sidesmen scuttle about looking for replacements only to find that there won't be

enough of them anyway and then the second hymn will be lost while others

helpfully wander about church donating their sheets to those looking helpless and

then trying to find someone to share with.

Never, ever, print on them "Do not take home" as this will only ensure everyone

does so. I have sometimes wondered if the instruction "Take this sheet home for

reference" would ensure that they stayed neatly arranged in the pews after the

service. And if it is a service where babies are likely to be present, be assured that

many of the copies will be returned half chewed and coated with bits of whatever

the infant had for breakfast. There must be a market for paper treated with a child-

repellent flavour for such occasions.

Anyone who thinks we are an unimaginative nation should visit a church after a

special service to see how many places members of congregations can invent to

hide the booklets: under kneelers, neatly folded and hidden inside hymn books,

among flower arrangements and behind heating pipes so that no one can quite reach

them. They then lurk there reproachfully for the next ten years until mice solve the

problem.

No, stick to large, hard-bound books. They are resistant to teeth and are too

substantial to be hidden in pockets. Their only drawback is that they tend to fall

victim to the pull of gravity at the quietest moments.

Your loving uncle,

Eustace

− 21 −



− 22 −



From the Archives

A couple of photos this month from the summer of 2015...

Above: On Saturday 18th July 2015 a party was held in the
church hall to celebrate the completion of 1000 blankets by

our hard-working knitting team.

Below: Charlotte, Roseanna, Carlotta, Roberta and Georgia were confirmed by

Bishop Geoff on Wednesday 22nd July 2015.
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Laughter Lines: All about cats

• How to negotiate with your cat...

    (1) Give the cat everything it wants.

    (2) Apologise to the cat for wasting its time.

    (3) End negotiation.

• This morning I saw a neighbour talking to her dog. It was obvious she thought

the dog understood everything. I came back into the house and told my cat. We

laughed a lot.

• What gives people feelings of importance...

    (1) Wealth: three stars.

    (2) Power and influence: four stars.

    (3) Having a cat come and sit on your lap rather than anybody else's: ten stars.
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Puzzle Solutions
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School News

For Year 6 children, the end of the summer term is

always particularly special, with events such as

sports days, concerts and trips

all taking on a greater

significance in the knowledge

that they are the last ones

they will experience at

primary school. Sadly, of

course, it was all very

different this year. Although

most of Year 6 were back in

school for the last few weeks,

even the usual leavers'

activities were hampered by

the necessity of remaining in

two totally separate half-class

bubbles. However, on the last

Monday of term, they did

manage to get together, albeit

in two different halves of the

playground, for one last celebration of their time together at St Thomas'.

Some of the faces in these

pictures will be familiar to

readers of this magazine, as

this particular group has

played a large part in our

church activities, from

Messy Church to All Age

Worship services, with

many of the children also

being highly enthusiastic

members of the Youth

Group. We hope they will

always feel part of

St Thomas' family and

know that they take our love

and prayers with them as

they go on to the next stage

of their journey.

Mandy Palmer
photos by St Thomas' School
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A walk round Lytham

Following on from the A Walk on the Moss article in the May magazine, I have
been invited to describe one of my favourite walks for this edition. I'm not sure if
my Grade 5 CSE English is quite up to the standard of the previous writer, but
perhaps the diverse scenery and abundance of wildlife on the different parts of this
walk may make up for my shortcomings.

So, where do we start and in which direction should we walk? Actually, these two
questions took more time to answer than doing the walk and writing about it! In the
end I've decided to start near The Well Church (that's Ansdell Baptist to most of us)

on Ansdell Road North; there's usually plenty of parking here. As to the direction,
well I'm leaving that entirely up to you. My advice is to feel the wind and consider

the available light. If evening is approaching
and the light failing, do the woodland part first
following my directions; walking back from
Lytham along the river into the sunset can offer
spectacular views. However, if the light is good
and a strong wind blowing from the west (from
St Annes), then I strongly advise doing the
walk the other way round. I'm not writing this
twice, so if you decide to do it widdershins
start reading the last chapter first (like it was an
exciting story)!

Starting at the corner of the church, turn right
towards Lytham, cross Blackpool Road at the

crossing, and continue towards Lytham for about a quarter of a mile until you start
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to climb over the railway at Skew Bridge. On the left is the entrance to Witch Wood
opened by Prince Philip; I will not say when, because it makes me feel old as I was
there on the day!

Walking through the wood try to spot: song thrush (very rare in gardens today due
mainly to use of slug pellets), wood pigeon (easy), blackbird (sexist name, the
female is brown) and robin; you may also hear woodpecker, great tit and chiffchaff
among other birds.

There are many paths through the wood; it really
doesn't matter which you take. After about half a
mile you will reach a gate and here you have another
decision to make. Through the gate is the old Church
Drive from Lytham Hall to St Cuthbert's Church. If
you wish to do the two mile version of the walk, turn
right here and follow the path to Church Road and on
in a straight line crossing Clifton Drive (very
carefully on both roads). You will reach the river path
at the very end of Lytham Green, near the start of the
new concrete slope down to the river and close to the
summer house with the very pointed roof. (Please
note: if you are doing the widdershins version and
only want to do the two mile walk, this is where you
turn left, enter Church Drive after crossing Church
Road and first left after crossing the railway bridge.)

For those who have followed me through Witch
Wood you turn right at the river and skip to the
last paragraph.

Now, some brave souls may wish to do the longer
3.5 mile version of the walk: it's all flat, so not
difficult. Having reached the first gate in Witch
Wood, cross the path and go through the gate
opposite and keep walking. Some interesting
trees arch over the path and sometimes you may
hear a cricket match at Lytham's ground across
the railway, or children playing in the grounds of
Hall Park school. The last 200 yards of this path
are very narrow between a high fence and a stone
wall by the disused up-platform of Lytham
Station. During the present social distancing and
the need to stay six feet apart (or two meters if
you understand these things), note that this path
can be avoided by turning left just before the

narrow part, passing some flats and coming out on South Park, then turning right
− 29 −



and right again at the roundabout. Near the top of the railway bridge you will see

the end of the narrow part of the Witch Wood path. (For the widdershins walkers,

either take the narrow path or continue down the bridge, turn left at the roundabout

and left again after the bus stop shelter.)

For those who have just left Witch Wood, cross the railway and walk down the

Lytham side of the bridge, pass the Methodist church and Stringers shop. Cross

Market Square on the crossing by Stringers and you will find yourself on the

wonderful Lytham mosaic, known to us oldies as Bog Island. I often wonder how

many 1960s romances started with the words "I'll meet you on Bog Island at 2pm

Saturday"? The toilets are, I understand, still buried under the mosaic. (For the

widdershins, from the mosaic cross to the Stringers side of Church Road and

continue up Park Street, to the top of the railway bridge.)
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For the rest of us, decisions must be

made. I like to walk round the windmill,

in fact I sometimes call this my windmill

walk, so I walk through Lytham centre

turning right at Station Road and cross

on the crossing to Lytham Green to join

the river path after rounding the mill;

however I won't call it cheating if you

join the river path at any point near the

town centre. (For the widdershins, you

can turn left at the first car park on the

Green, cross the road on the crossing and

walking straight ahead will bring you to

the mosaic. Or, walk on to the windmill

then cross to Station Road, turn left by St

Peter's Church into the town centre, and

the mosaic is at the other end of the

centre.)

At this point it is worth mentioning the

jetty, an interesting addition to any walk,

but if the tide is receding do be careful

not to slip on the wet boards.

Now, the rest of the walk is good but the

directions are few. Turning your back to

the windmill, walk west along the river

path for over a mile, enjoying the

wonderful river views, different every

time you see them. Take the old path to

the right at Granny's Bay, heading for the

White Church on Ansdell Road South.

Cross Clifton Drive carefully as the traffic lights have no pedestrian crossing.

Continue on Ansdell Road South to the footbridge over the railway and your car

should be in sight.

text and photos by David Bennett




