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Pastoral Letter 

Dear Friends, 
 
We all tend to crave certainty. We want to know what is happening and what is 

going to happen in the future. One of the unsettling things about the Covid 

pandemic has been the way not only do we not know what is going to happen 
next, but those responsible for taking decisions at a national and international 

level seem to have been almost as much in the dark as the rest of us. 

Sometimes, especially as we grow older, we can be tempted to hark back to 
some mythical past where everything was more certain. A while ago, my 

mother remarked to me that “we didn’t have all this trouble in the world when 

she was growing up”. I had to point out that, as she grew up in the 1930s and 

was a teenager during the war, I thought her memory must be playing tricks 

on her! 

In matters of religion too we often seek certainty, whether it is in an infallible 
Pope, (though papal infallibility doesn’t mean what a lot of people think), an 

infallible Bible, where every word is directly inspired by God, or simply the 

desire to “stick with the way things have always been”.  
Elsewhere in this magazine I mention the Church of England’s consultation 

“Living in Love and Faith”, which looks at issues of marriage, human identity, 

and human sexuality. At an online meeting I attended, one vicar commented 
that he worried how some of his people would cope with what they would 

perceive as the loss of old certainties, the world changing around them. 
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Yet as we celebrate our Lord’s resurrection this Easter, perhaps we should 
reflect that certainty may be over-rated. 

The first witnesses of the resurrection were women and under Jewish law in 

those days, women’s evidence was considered unreliable and thus inadmissible 
in court. Even when the disciples see the risen Jesus there is an element of 

uncertainty - neither the disciples on the road to Emmaus nor Mary Magdalene 

recognise the risen Lord at first, while Thomas’ well-known problems are 
discussed by Debbie elsewhere in this issue. 

Πίστίς (pistis), the word used for faith in the New Testament, is actually the 

normal Greek word for trust. Having faith is about trusting God, not having 
100% cast-iron certainty. We may trust that someone loves us, we may be 

prepared to say we “know” someone loves us, but proving it in a court of law, 

beyond all reasonable doubt, might prove problematic. 
The Old Testament story most closely associated with Easter is the episode 

where Moses leads the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt. However, the 

journey to the Promised Land does not prove straightforward and soon the 
Israelites are complaining and wishing they were back in Egypt. They knew 

where they were, when they were slaves! 

Following Jesus does not mean we always know what is happening or how 
things will work out, any more than the disciples did. But it does mean 

believing that God loves us, that he wants the best for us and that we can trust 

him to lead us the right way. 
It may be unsettling, perplexing or even downright risky at times, but it’s the 

only way to get to where we are truly intended to be. 
     
 With every good wish for a very joyous and blessed Easter, 
         Chris, Sara and Rob. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming 

Services 

Sunday services continue 

to be streamed live via. 
 

As well as our website, we are on Facebook and YouTube! Use these to receive 

up to date information about online worship, upcoming services and local 

community events. Most smartphones have these apps already built in or you 

can google them on your home computer. If you are struggling to access us 

online, feel free to call the editor (Kaye) for support on the number below. 

Our next edition of No Doubt will be available from Sunday 2nd May. The 

last day to submit your items for publication will be Friday 23rd April. 

Anything sent after this date is welcome but may not be printed until the 

following edition.  

Email khazel82@gmail.com or call 07985278791. 

This month’s cover photo: ‘God so loved the world’ @Parish Pump. 
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Forthcoming Services 
 
April 1st Maundy Thursday 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion 

7.30p.m.   Tenebrae (marking our Lord’s betrayal, arrest and trial) 
 

April 2nd Good Friday 

11a.m. Ecumenical service at the Drive Methodist Church 
           Booking is required. To attend please         

email thedriveworship@gmail.com or ring 01253 725669  

 
St Thomas’ is open for private prayer and an online version of the Stations of 

the Cross is available today and throughout Holy Week on YouTube 

https://youtu.be/4HP18NNOyAk 

An online Holy Week and Easter service for children is also available on 

YouTube https://youtu.be/WNMdobMLRNg 
 

April 3rd Easter Eve 

7.15p.m. Service of Easter Light 
 

April 4th Easter Day 

11a.m. Easter Communion and renewal of our baptismal promises. 
 

April 8th Thursday of Easter Week 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion 
 

April 11th 2nd Sunday of Easter 

11a.m. Morning Worship 
 

April 15th 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion 
 

April 18th 3rd Sunday of Easter 

11a.m. Parish Communion 
 

April 22nd kept as St George Patron of England 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion 
 

April 25th 4th Sunday of Easter 

11a.m. Morning Worship 
 

April 29th kept as Saints Philip and James 

10.30 Holy Communion 
 

May 2nd 5th Sunday of Easter 

11a.m. Parish Communion 
 

 

mailto:thedriveworship@gmail.com
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EASTER HOME COMMUNIONS 
 

With the loosening of restrictions, we are now in a position to offer people who 

are unable to attend worship Home Communion once more. If you wish to 

make your Easter communion, but are unable through age or illness to attend 
public worship, please contact the vicar or one of the lay ministers and we will 

arrange to bring it to your home. We hope that this will mark the resumption of 

regular Home Communion visits after several very difficult months. However, if 
you still feel you are not yet ready for someone to call round, that is of course 

your decision to make. 

 

LIVING IN LOVE AND FAITH 
 
“Living in Love and Faith” is a consultation launched by the Church of England 

this year. It aims “to inspire people to think more deeply about what it means 

to be human and to live in love and faith with one another.” and to feed back 
those thoughts to the House of Bishops. It arose primarily out of an awareness 

that the Church had handled sexual issues remarkably badly in the past – one 

may think of the way many gay and transsexual people have perceived the 
Church as hostile or the scandals around sexual abuse. It also arose out of an 

awareness that people’s thinking about human sexuality had changed over the 

last fifty or sixty years, as indeed has much thinking about marriage and 
relationships. The idea is that we try to discern what God is saying to us about 

these matters, reflecting for instance on what we actually believe about 

marriage and how human beings should relate to other human beings. This 
may well be quite challenging for some, who feel that traditional beliefs are 

being undermined. It also obliges us to ask questions about how we use the 

Bible to guide our beliefs and our behaviour and how far we allow our thinking 
as Christians to be shaped by the current intellectual climate. Parishes, or 

groups of parishes, are encouraged to explore these themes in discussion 

groups, if possible, with people who may disagree with them, and feed their 
conclusions back to the central Church of England institutions. 

Just coming out of a pandemic may not seem the right time to ask these 

questions, but arguably we cannot put it off any longer. These issues are not 
going to go away. Watch out for forthcoming details of study groups being 

organised in this area. They will probably be run on a deanery or part of a 

deanery basis. 



Parish Prayer Diary 
 

April 11th    Queen Mary Avenue and Sandringham Rd. Home Start Stay and                                                            

                 Play group. 

April 18th    Settle Place and Sabden Place. Our Youth Groups 

April 25th    Fairhaven Road, Fairhaven Lane and South Promenade. Our work 

                 with children and young people.  

May 2nd      Warwick Road, Kenilworth Road and Leamington Road. Our Pilates  

                   sessions              

Our Lady Chapel remains open during the hours of 10am-4pm. Any requests 

for the Prayer Tree should be directed to our Vicar, Chris. Should he be 

unavailable, one of our Licensed Lay Ministers will be happy to help. As 
restrictions continue to ease, our Sunday services will continue to be streamed 

live on our Facebook page and afterwards uploaded to our YouTube channel St. 

Thomas’ Church, St Anne’s on Sea 

 
Church Flowers 
 

April 
 

4th    Easter Day. Donations welcomed, a plate is available at the   

         back of church if you wish to contribute, thank you.     
11th   John and Barbara Davies in memory of Dad, Harold. 

18th   Dorothy and Michael Notman. 

25th   Sylvia Williams. 
 

May 

 
2nd   John Hare 

 
If you wish to sponsor the flowers on the above dates, please telephone me on 

01253 728179. As we are still under some restrictions, if I don't hear from 

people on the rota, I will assume they don't wish to sponsor flowers at this 
time. I would also welcome anyone who wishes to sponsor flowers, in memory 

or thanksgiving. 

Glenys Markland 



 



From The Archives 

This month we look back at the April 1981 edition of 

our parish magazine, specifically the vicar's letter 

for that month on the subject of Holy Week. 

Were You There? 

First hand experiences are always valued. We’d like to hear from someone who 

was on the spot. 

Every time they run the film of the coronation, we keep a wary eye open in the 

vicarage for a glimpse of Granpa, standing on the front row of the assembled 

bishops. He was "there". Often it is the little things which light up an occasion 

and embed it in our memory. Because Granny was also "there" and spent a 

most uncomfortable morning, for in the rush of the early light of dawn to get 

ready, she powdered her face with what she thought was face powder and it 

turned out (when her face started to itch intolerably) to have been Steradent; 

Granny always remembered she had been "there" with a vengeance. 

Were you there? The song asks the inexorable question "when I needed a 

neighbour, were you there?" And we are forced to ask ourselves some 

uncomfortable questions. 

Were you there? When they crucified my Lord? When they laid him in the 

tomb? That most haunting of spirituals tugs at our heartstrings. The answer is 

of course − in an obvious sense − "No, I wasn't there". 

But year by year there is an opportunity to share in the experience. We can do 

so through the genius of the gospels whose words take us into the whirlpool of 

the final conflict between Jesus and this sinful world. We can do so at the altar, 

where through the breaking of bread we "proclaim the Lord's death till he 

comes again". We can do so as someone leads us to meditate on the scene, 

placing Jesus before our mind's eye, bringing Jesus into our heart. 

Where can we do this? When we take part in the exercise called Holy Week. 

We have the particular privilege this year of welcoming as a guest to 

St Thomas', Brother Colin Wilfred, who is to lead us from Palm Sunday to Good 

Friday. Colin Wilfred is a friar of the order of Saint Francis − an order which 

follows its patron saint in a double vocation of preaching the Gospel and caring 

for the unwanted and handicapped members of the human race. This will be a 

very special Holy Week. Those who attend will, I am confident, be greatly 

enriched. Conversely, those who do not come will be all the poorer.  

Over many years in the ministry I have heard people say over and over again 

"I wish I had been there" and when you ask them "Why weren't you?" they say 

"I didn't think I would enjoy it" or "It didn't sound my sort of thing." 

I hope that in days to come, there will be many, many of you who will look 

back on Holy Week 1981 and be saying with satisfaction: "Yes, I was there." 

Your friend in Christ, 

Owen Vigeon 



Community Corner 

This month we are shining the spotlight on the unfortunate, but prolific, issue 

of scams. 

Over the past twelve months, Covid has caused 

more and more people to turn to the internet to 

shop, bank and stay in touch with family and 

friends. While our Zoom skills may be improving, 

what about our knowledge regarding just what 

can be achieved via the internet?  

While we all like to think that we would never be ‘taken in’ by scammers, it is 

often a lot harder to weed out the good guys from the bad when you are 

dealing with a voice on the other end of the phone. There is no uniform, ID 

badge and they can be downright convincing. The first line of defence in this 

situation is knowledge. While you may not know a Bit Coin from an emoji, 

there are some very simple steps to help you stay safe online no matter what 

happens.  

Make sure you have a good antivirus software installed on your PC. If you 

aren’t sure, ask someone that you trust or take it to a local PC shop to get 

checked. This will help prevent bugs (not the kind with legs) getting in to your 

system.  

Know who your internet and phone provider is (I get numerous calls to my 

housephone from people telling me there is a critical threat to my BT 

phoneline. As I’ve never had a BT account, I know that this is a scam). The 

person at the end of the phone will often ask you to log in to your PC, go to a 

certain web page and type in a code or ask for your bank details so that you 

can pay an outstanding bill. Never do this. If you receive calls like this on your 

landline, hang up and use your mobile phone or a friend/family members 

phone to contact your provider.  

Use a password that contains a mixture of capital letters and numbers. 

Password01 is easy to remember, but not a good idea! When checking your 

emails, never click on a link unles you are certain about the origins of an email. 

This will help prevent harmful software potentially being dowloaded to your PC. 

If you’re ever unsure, disconnect your PC and ask someone trusted for advice.  

REMEMBER, your bank, phone or internet provider will never ask for your bank 

details over the phone, especially if you already have a direct debit set up with 

them. They will only ever confirm the last few digits of your account numbers.  

Face to face. If someone knocks at your door trying to convince you that you 

need a new roof, guttering or landscaping etc, be polite, say no and use a 

reputable tradesperson. Lists of trusted tradespeople can be sent out by Care 

and Repair, just call 01253 887569. One telltale sign is that sometimes, they 

may offer to drive you to a cash machine if you say that you don’t have any 

money. Close the door straight away and phone Action Fraud on 0300 

1232040. 

If in doubt, just say no. Close the door or put down the phone. 



Puzzles 

We have an EGG-stravaganza of puzzles for you this month……see what I 

did there……I’ll get my coat-Kaye 

Crossword clues 
 

ACROSS 

8  ‘He poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the — ’ (Isaiah 

53:12) (13) 

9  ‘When they had sung a hymn, they went — to the Mount of Olives (Matthew 

26:30) (3) 
10 Comes between Galatians and Philippians (9)  

11 ‘Your heart will — and swell with joy’ (Isaiah 60:5) (5)  

13 Muslim holy month (7)  
16 Ten ears (anag.) (7)  

19 Under (poetic abbrev.) (5)  

22 How Abram described himself to God when he complained that his 
inheritance would pass to a servant (Genesis 15:2) (9) 

24 ‘Go to the — , you sluggard’ (Proverbs 6:6) (3)  

25 Debar from receiving Communion (13) 



DOWN 
1  My — for His Highest (Oswald Chambers’ best-known book) (6)  

2  Festival of the resurrection (6)  

3  ‘His sons will prepare for war and — a great army’ (Daniel 11:10) (8)  
4  ‘Let not the — string his bow’ (Jeremiah 51:3) (6)  

5  Name of the River Thames in and around Oxford (4)  

6  ‘From then on Judas watched for an opportunity — — him over’ (Matthew 
26:16) (2,4)  

7  ‘But Christ is faithful — — — over God’s house’ (Hebrews 3:6) (2,1,3)  

12 Long-handled implement used to till the soil (Isaiah 7:25) (3)  
14 Order to which monks and nuns devote themselves (8)  

15 Appropriate (Proverbs 15:23) (3)  

16 I, uncle (anag.) (6)  
17 ‘They gave him — — of broiled fish’ (Luke 24:42) (1,5)  

18 ‘Weren’t there three men that we — — and threw into the fire?’ (Daniel 

3:24) (4,2)  
20 Mountain where Noah’s ark came to rest (Genesis 8:4) (6)  

21 ‘Don’t you know that friendship with the world is — towards God?’ (James 

4:4) (6)  
23  Prominent architectural feature of large cathedrals such as St Paul’s (4) 

 

SPRING  (Acrostic Poem)                                                 

Spring has arrived with armfuls of blossom, 
Petals of every colour and hue, 
Rain and sun caressing the earth 

Inspiring spring bulbs to come into view 
Now is the time of new beginnings 

Giving us pleasure all season through.        

Credit Parish Pump 



Wordsearch 

 
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Hallelujah! April brings us to Easter – the 

crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ - the triumphant highlight of 

the Christian year. As St Paul pointed out, unless Jesus really did rise again, 
our faith is useless, and we may as well forget any hope of heaven or eternal 

life. 

passover 

bread 
wine 

body 

blood 
betrayal 

Jerusalem 

Pilate 
Judas 

Gethsemane 

trial 
crucifixion 

soldiers 

cross 
nails 

vinegar 

temple                                  
 

tomb 

angel 
stone 

risen 

gardener 
Mary 

curtain 

Answers towards the back 



 



John 20.24.31 

Jesus and Thomas 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put 

my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see 

my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 

believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, 

“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet have come to believe.” The Purpose of This Book. 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe 

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 

have life in his name. 

‘I doubt it’. ‘It’s doubtful’. When I doubted my test result for my hip, I 

discussed it with my doctor. When I doubted the safety of my boiler, I had it 

checked by an electrician. Doubt is essential 

when something really matters. Doubt is not 

taking for granted what we are told or assume or 

believe. If Easter faith really matters, doubt is 

essential. 

The story of ‘doubting Thomas’ is often seen as a 

negative one – the disciple who wouldn’t believe 

without seeing the risen Jesus – and yet he is 

someone who just wanted to see the evidence for himself. It would have been 

easy for Thomas to go along with his friends who had already seen Jesus, but 

Thomas wanted to experience it for himself in order to believe. The meeting 

with Jesus provides him with the chance to test the truth for himself. 

In the age of social media and fake news, what helps us to believe in 

something? Is it knowing where it comes from, personal experience, physical 

evidence? How do we come to believe? And is it true? 

We cannot prove most of the things we hold as dearest truths. They are acts of 

faith, of trust. ‘Prove there’s a God and then I’ll believe.’ Belief is about not 

knowing but trusting at a deeper level. Few of us have tested for ourselves that 

Britain is an island. We trust others who have carried out such investigations. 

Not to believe Jesus’ words is to consider him either a liar or mistaken. We 

believe Jesus’ teachings because we believe in him as a person. 



Thomas is sceptical of the resurrection. ‘Unless I see 

and touch Jesus’ wounds, I will not believe.’ When the 

risen Christ invites him to do exactly that, Thomas 

does not seem to want to anymore. ‘My Lord and my 

God’ are his words of response — an act of faith. What 

we think we will need to convince us is not necessarily 

what does convince us.  

So, what convinces us that Christ is risen? Is it the 

certainty of those we find most trustworthy? Or an 

inner conviction? Or seeing how others have been 

transformed by the experience of Christ? Or the result 

of struggle and doubt?  Learning to love questions is 

great spiritual progress. Being doubtful is okay, it just 

confirms that we are intrigued and want to engage more in the mystery of 

God. 

It is not important how we made our journey of faith but that we can respond, 

like Thomas, ‘My Lord and my God’. 

Credit Debbie Wood 



School News  

At St Thomas’, the importance of the wider curriculum is constantly 

acknowledged and, despite the difficulties of the last year, this has continued 

to be the case. Whether in or out of school, the children have had opportunities 
to participate in art, music and a variety of activities to promote both physical 

and mental wellbeing, and to engage with wider community events. This term 

alone, the school has celebrated World Book Day, Comic Relief and British 
Science Week, entered an art competition and created an online Easter 

Service. None of this just happens by itself, and the staff deserve great credit 

for the efforts they put in to ensuring that these vital parts of school life have 
continued to take place.      

   

The annual Seasiders art competition took place in February, with schools 

invited to send in art work done over the year. Pictures of the chosen pieces 

were emailed in and displayed on the Gazette website on 8th March. As you can 

see overleaf, the standard was, as always, extremely high; congratulations to 
our winners, Jasper, aged 7, and Grace, aged 10.  

 

World Book Day also took place while most of the children weren’t in school, 
but with a little ingenuity Mrs Mason, our English lead, found an exciting way 

for everyone to take part: a whole school “Battleships” competition linked to 

authors. Every 
child was sent 

a sheet with 

each square 
labelled with a 

different 

author, and 
they could 

“sink” a square 

by reading a 
book by that 

author, then 
signing and 

dating the 

square (or 

inserting a photo) to show they had done it. 

They were invited to challenge themselves to 

try and get a row or a column, compete with 
a friend or aim to sink the whole fleet over 

the next few months. Here is an example 

from Henry, in Year 1, to give you the idea. 
What a great way of inspiring some extra 

reading!  

 
The children were back in school in time for 

British Science week, which started with a 

virtual assembly with local farmer and milk 
Year 1 cutting fruit 



producer Tom Pemberton, on the subject of farming and science innovation. 
Over the next few days, each class then completed a science task linked to 

growing and plants: 

Reception Class spent the week learning about farms and planting cress and 
grass seeds. 

Year 1 designed a yoghurt using fruit. They then 

planted their own seeds and learnt how to chop 
fruit safely using DT (Design Technology) skills. 

Year 2 undertook a 'Field to Fork' project. They 

planted seeds in the container of the product 
they would make – for example potatoes in a 

Pringles tub or tomato seeds in a ketchup bottle.  

Year 3 focused on water transportation. They 
investigated celery and carnation transport 

systems by putting them in blue water, using key 

science skills of observing and recording.  
Year 4 had great fun planting and growing their 

own vegetables. 

Year 5 found out about the structure of a flower 
by dissecting lilies, and also planted some root 

vegetables. 

Year 6 learned about Farming Robots and also 
designed their own sandwich linked to healthy 

eating and growing.  

 

Finally, although it could not take place in church this year, there has still been 

a School Easter Service. During the last week of school, each class filmed a 

short presentation of one part 

of the Easter story, linked to 

the work they were doing in 

RE. These clips, along with 

videos of prayers by Chris and 

songs (produced under very 

careful Covid restrictions) from 

the school choir, were then 

linked together to form an 

online service which was 

watched by each class on the 

last day of term. The final 

result was both meaningful and 

moving; do give it a watch via 

the link on our Facebook page 

or:  

https://youtu.be/KkwbEXdNTnE 

Fabulous! I love it, well done - Kaye 

 

Year 5 dissecting lilies 

Yr 6 planting seeds 

https://youtu.be/KkwbEXdNTnE


What amazing budding young artists! Congratulations to everyone- Kaye 



Laughter Lines 

Divine Intervention? 

A little boy was playing outside with his mother’s broom in the garden. That 

night his mother realised her broom was still missing and asked her son to go 
out and bring it in. 

When the little boy confessed he was afraid of the dark, 

his mother tried to comfort him: 'The Lord is out there 
too, don't be afraid.' 

Hesitantly, the little boy opened the back door and peered 

out.  He called softly: 'Lord, since you're out there already, 
please will you pass me the broom?’ 

 

Lot’s wife 

A father was reading Bible stories to his young son. ‘The man named Lot was 

warned to take his wife and flee out of the city, but his wife looked back and 

was turned into a pillar of salt.’ 
His son looked up, concerned. ‘What happened to the flea?’ 

 

Signs found outside churches.... 
* Free Trip to heaven. Details Inside! 

* Searching for a new look?  Have your faith lifted here! 

* Dusty Bibles lead to Dirty Lives. 
* Come work for the Lord. The work is hard, the hours are long and the pay is 

low. But the retirement benefits are out of this world. 

 
Miscellaneous observations on daily life… 

 

Marathon runners with bad footwear suffer the agony of defeat. 
 

If you think nobody cares whether you're alive or dead, try missing a couple of 

mortgage payments. 
 

In order to keep a true perspective of one's importance, everyone should have 
a dog to worship him and a cat to ignore him.  

 

The trouble with doing something right the first time is that nobody appreciates 

how difficult it was. 

 

The most effective way to remember your wife's birthday is to forget it once. 
 

I ate a kid's meal at McDonald's today. His mum got really angry. 

 
The nice thing about becoming forgetful is that you can hide your own Easter 

eggs. 

 
Dear Lord, please keep your arm around my shoulder -- and your hand over 

my mouth. 

 



 



 



St Thomas’ School Nursery 

It has been a busy term so far, with a few disruptions, but we are back up and 

running and getting busier than ever, as we welcome new families joining our 

nursery.  

We came back after the Christmas break and had just got our term underway 

when we fell victim to the Covid 19 virus, with 6 staff and a few children 

contracting the virus, luckily everyone recovered well and nobody suffered too 

severely. We have been lucky up to this point, managing to stay open so we 

were all happy to reopen after the recommended time and get back to work and 

re-start the term.  

Spring term is busy one, we always follow the seasons and spend time learning 

about what is happening in our 

environment, so with flowers 

beginning to grow, buds on the tress 

appearing and birds starting to 

gather nesting materials, we spend 

even more time in our lovely garden. 

We like taking care of nature and 

learning about the world around us, 

in particular, caring for our 

environment. We have been 

observing flowers closely, painting 

still life pictures and learning about 

different Spring flowers we can see 

growing in the garden.  We continue 

to look after our nursery pets, our 3 

chickens and Doris the tortoise, 

feeding them and caring for them and 

making sure their environment is 

clean and safe. 

We continue to work towards our 

“ECO School” award to show our commitment to the environment and learning 

how we can make better choices about how we care for our planet, by working 

towards different elements of the programme we hope to gain our “Eco School 

Award” just like school. The topics include bio-diversity, global citizenship, 

energy, healthy living, litter, marine, school grounds and transport. We have 

already made great progress, with healthy living, litter, marine which are integral 

parts of our nursery and beach school experiences. 

We have continued our work on super-heroes to extend to our recognition of 

everyday heroes in our community who help us, the emergency services, RNLI, 

loliipop lady, the refuse collectors and ending with our Mummies, as we celebrate 

Mothering Sunday, by making cards and gifts to show our love for our Mums and 

Grandma’s for care they give us. 



We dressed up for World book Day as our favourite book characters and brought 

some of our books from home to share with 

our friends at nursery, acting them out, 

using puppets and props to retell our 

favourite stories. 

Despite our Beach School Co-ordinator 

being off sick, we continue to make our 

regular visits to the beach for well-planned 

sessions, where we learn about the beach 

environment, as it is integral to our nursery 

ethos. We learn about pollution and 

identifying nature and marine species. We 

also extend our nursery curriculum whilst 

we are out and about, incorporating letters 

and sounds and numeracy skills into our 

Beach school sessions. Re-in forcing 

learning in all aspects of the children’s 

experiences, both in and out of nursery. 

In all aspects of what we do in nursery, we 

are trying hard to incorporate Makaton 

signing to re-inforce additional 

communication skills. So, with daily communication, story time and singing 

sessions we are learning more and more signs to help us develop ways of 

communicating, and children and adults are learning together to extend our 

repertoire of signs of we use daily. 

Early learning has definitely been 

disrupted this past academic year, and 

it continues to impact on day to day 

lives, staff are working hard to 

maintain high quality care and 

teaching whilst staying healthy and 

safe. We are having to change so 

much of our day to day practice to 

maintain high standards of care, 

quality experiences as well as 

relationships with our parents, but we 

are committed to doing so.  We are 

looking forward to things getting 

easier but until then we will focus on 

our children and families to ensure 

they have a really fabulous nursery 

experience. 
This looks like so much fun! Well done on 

overcoming all this adversity and still 

maintaining routine for the children- Kaye 



 



 



On the best way to run a church council meeting 
 
The Rectory 

St. James the Least of All 

 
My dear Nephew Darren 

 

Thank you for inviting me to speak at your church 
council yesterday. I began to suspect that my theme of 

why Eusebius’s dislike of Sabellianism led to his 

condemnation at the Council of Antioch in 324 was a little misjudged, when the 
only question I was asked after my lecture was if Eusebius was on Facebook. 

 

I never realised how much technology is needed these days just to discuss 

church matters. It seemed that everyone had brought their laptop, so they 

could refer to all the diocesan briefing documents and reports that you 
mentioned. I’ve been in the diocese 40 years and have never heard of most of 

those papers.  But then I find it too easy to delete the diocesan mailings, 

unread, with a click of my mouse. 
 

Our church meetings are far more traditional. Since the church floor seems to 

have been carved out of permafrost, our meetings circulate round members’ 
houses. This introduces a nice element of competition, as each host tries to 

outdo the previous one in the baking of cakes. Meetings at Colonel 

Drinkwater’s – a more inappropriate name one cannot imagine – are the 
shortest, since we are always promised wine once the meeting is over. It is 

remarkable how unanimity is achieved on every subject within minutes, and 

nothing appears under “any other business”. 
 

Mrs Eddington never troubles us with minutes, largely because she can rarely 

read the notes she takes. She just shares with us whatever she can decipher at 
our next meeting. Last month, she accidentally brought her shopping list 

instead, and so read that out. There followed a lively discussion on whether 

carrots from our local shop were better than those at the supermarket. When it 
was found out she intended to use them in a venison casserole, endless recipes 

were keenly debated. 

 
We always leave our church meetings well fed, up to date with village gossip, 

and totally untroubled by any church council business. And the lack of any 

minutes ensures that I can then make all the decisions myself, between 
meetings. I think you will find our system has much to be commended. 

 

Your loving uncle, 
 

Eustace. 

 
 

 



Vacancy 

An exciting opportunity has arisen in St Thomas’ Nursery working with children 

aged 2-4 in the summer term. For more information or to show an interest in 

the role, please contact Linda Zeal on 07436809782 or 01253 789445. 

Puzzle Answers 

  



Notes from the Editor 
 
Here we are, nearly a quarter of the way through 2021 and the very last thing 

I need is chocolate eggs added to my figure after being in a lockdown for 12 

months. Thank goodness the gym reopens in a few weeks! 
I started spring cleaning last week and funnily enough, the steps on my Fitbit 

have registered the highest on the days that I did not actually leave the house! 

My great ‘finds’ included a box of spare car parts for my Nissan, 4 easter eggs 
leftover from 2018, a mountain of dried play-doh, the 

doorway to Narnia, Shergar and a Will and Kate 

commemorative engagement mug from 2010. The car 
parts are on Ebay, play doh thrown out and I kept the 

mug! 

I was given some pause for thought this month while I was 

piecing the magazine together and I read the section about 

‘Living in Love and Faith’. It made me think about our 
home and journey in life so far. Being a mother, in my 

30’s, in a relationship for (roughly) 15 years but never 

married, would place me somewhere in the region of being a less than 
desirable member of the congregation in years gone by.  

I was in my twenties when the recession hit, living costs soared and wages 

stayed the same. With two young children to care for, both Steve and I worked 
full time which covered our rent, bills and basic cost of living with little to put 

to one side. We made the decision to use our wedding money to buy a house, 

end the cycle of increasing rent costs and provide some security for our family. 
I have never regretted that choice or ever felt it impacted my own commitment 

to faith.  

Even though Steve isn’t a regular Sunday attendee, we haven’t felt anything 
less than welcome at church or that we should hide our family dynamics. If 

anything, I hope it encourages more people living in a modern way to see faith 

in a new, more accessible, light.  

It was brilliant to be back with everyone in March and Finneus settled straight 

back into school. He received his high school acceptance recently so come the 

end of summer term, he will be waving goodbye to his chapter of primary 

school education and on to the next great adventure. 

How exciting to be that age and have the entire 

roadmap of your life spread out before you. I say 

that now, just wait until 

September when I’m crying 

into the editorial section!  

I’ve also been spending time 

learning new knitting skills 

for a blanket that I am 

making in time for 

Christmas. Whether it’s Christmas 2021 or 2022 

remains to be seen! 

Take care and see you all next month. 


