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**** Please note, there are various church reports printed in this 

month’s magazine. These can also be viewed on our website 

under the ‘downloads’ tab where you can zoom in to enlarge the 

font. **** 

St Thomas’ Parish Church 

St Annes-on-the-Sea 

Vicar 

Rev Chris Scargill MA Bth                                     

revdcms@gmail.com tel: 725551                   

Licensed Lay Ministers 

Miss Elizabeth O'Connor                                                          

Mr Peter Watson tel: 729725 

Mrs Deborah Wood tel: 726536 

Churchwardens                                           

Mrs Kath Asquith tel: 367768              telephone: 01253 727226 

Mrs Joy Swarbrick tel: 723966              website:     www.stthomas.uk.net 

Organist and Musical Director 

   Mrs Mandy Palmer      tel: 711794 

 

As well as our website, we are on Facebook and YouTube! Use these to receive 

up to date information about online worship, upcoming services and local 

community events. Most smartphones have these apps already built in or you 

can google them on your home computer. If you are struggling to access us 

online, feel free to call the editor (Kaye) for support on the number below. 

Our next edition of No Doubt will be available from Sunday 4th July. The last 

day to submit your items for publication will be Friday 25th June. Anything 

sent after this date is welcome but may not be printed until the following 

edition.  

Email khazel82@gmail.com or call 07985278791. 

This month’s cover photo: ‘Floral Tribute’ @Parish Pump.  
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Pastoral Letter 

Dear Friends, 
The start of June also sees a return in church to the Green season – what is 
sometimes, rather unimaginatively, called Ordinary Time. In normal years I 

tend to find this return to the “ordinary” as a bit of an anti-climax after the 
emotion of Passiontide and the joy of Easter and Pentecost. This year, however, 

the prospect of a return to something more ordinary can’t come too soon for 

most of us. One is reminded of the old (and probably mythical) Chinese curse 
“May you live in interesting times!” 

Reflecting on the appeal of the ordinary, however, started me thinking about 

the role of habit and the familiar in our spiritual life. Doing things out of habit 
tends to get rather a bad press in religion, carrying with it the implication that 

we are just carrying on doing things we don’t really believe in, simply because 

we can’t be bothered to stop. There really isn’t much to be said for that. 
On the other hand, I imagine that you don’t think before going to bed or after 

getting up “I really want to clean my teeth, I must make a positive decision to 

do it.” Cleaning our teeth, like hand washing and many other things in life, is a 
habitual act, but it is still a good thing to do.  

Indeed, the more fundamental something is in our life, the more it is likely to 

become habitual. After all, the alternative is that you may conceivably choose 
not to do it – which is OK if you are talking about putting sugar in your tea, but 

less OK if you’re talking about breathing. 

Having a habit of spending some time each day with God in prayer is surely a 
good thing, just as having the habit of kissing your spouse goodnight would be. 

Using familiar words in a prayer, such as the traditional Lord’s Prayer, may 

actually help you to move beyond the actual words of the prayer to a deeper 
sense of oneness with God. The spiritual tradition of the “Jesus Prayer” 

requires the constant repetition of the words “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

have mercy on me a sinner”, until it becomes part of you like breathing or your 
heartbeat. 

When I first became a priest, having constantly to think of what I was 

supposed to do next in a service actually became quite distracting from the 
meaning of the worship, in the same way that if you go to an unfamiliar service 

the constant thought “what do I do next” can really get in the way of your 

experience of the presence of God. 



On the other hand, never trying an unfamiliar way of worship can mean you 
miss out on some things you might find helpful. Habit can also become 

enslaving. If worshipping God is always associated with a particular place or a 

particular time on a Sunday, what do you do when circumstances change?  
I have met plenty of people who stopped going to church when they moved to 

a new place, because they couldn’t bring themselves to get used to a new way 

of doing things. Breaking a habit can, of course, be a positive thing. For young 
people leaving home, it can provide the opportunity to think about what they 

really want to do, rather than just going along with what their parents did.  

The disruption to church life caused by the pandemic should give us the 
opportunity to consider what we do and whether the way we have done things 

in the past is the best way to do things in the future. 

In the early Middle Ages, monks, particularly those from the Celtic tradition 
would often make long and dangerous pilgrimages or even set out into the 

unknown, like St Brendan, launching out into the Atlantic. Giving up the 

familiar, abandoning the security of home was supposed to teach them 
dependence on God, giving them a new awareness of him when they returned 

home. 

In the 20th century the poet T.S. Elliot wrote 
     “We shall not cease from exploration 

       And the end of all our exploring 

      Will be to arrive where we started 
       And know the place for the first time.” 

              Yours in Christ 
                  Chris Scargill 
 



Forthcoming Services 

3rd June Corpus Christi                            24th June Birth of St. John the 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion                       Baptist                                                                                                     

                                                               10.30a.m. Holy Communion       
6th June First Sunday after Trinity  

11a.m. Parish Communion                          27th June Fourth Sunday after  

                                                                  Trinity  
10th June kept as St. Barnabas                11a.m. Morning Worship 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion 

                                                                1st July Kept as St. Peter and  
13th June Second Sunday after Trinity    St. Paul 

11a.m. Morning Worship                             10.30a.m. Holy Communion  

 

17th June                                                   4th July Kept as St. Thomas 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion                        Patronal Festival   

                                                                  11a.m. Festival Parish Communion                                           
20th June Third Sunday after Trinity       (time to be confirmed) 

11a.m. Parish Communion

Parish Prayer Diary 
 
13th June Newbury Road, Kintbury Road and Hungerford Road. Clifton 

Hospital: Doctors, patients, nurses and staff and all who provide medical care 

in St Annes.  

20th June Alexandria Drive, Lightburne Avenue and The Boulevard. The local 

nursing homes.  

27th June Arnside Avenue and Ulverston Crescent. The local rest homes and 

all who provide care in the community. 

4th July Main Drive, Buckley Grove and Bowden Lane. Churches of other 

traditions in St Annes and our joint activities with them, including through 

Churches together.  

11th July Fairways and Beauclerk Road. Face to Face. 

 



Christian Aid Week 

We marked Christian Aid Week with a special service on 9th May. 

Our special collection for this vital charity this year raised £464, (plus a further 

£75 from tax reclaimed through Gift Aid) though of course some of our 
congregation may have given directly online. Many thanks to all who have 

contributed to this excellent total and to Eric Williamson for organising the 

collection and passing it to the Christian Aid Group treasurer. 
 

Church Flowers 
 

6th June   Aileen and Eric Williamson  

13th June Janet and Graham Smith 
20th June Dorothy Thomas in memory of Doug 

27th June Doreen Croasdale in memory of Jack 

4th July    Coffee Shop 
 

If you still wish to sponsor the flowers on the above dates, please telephone 

me on 01253 728179.  As we are still under some restrictions and unable to 

meet in person, if I don’t hear from you, I will assume you don’t wish to 
sponsor flowers at this time. 

Thank you, 

Glenys Markland. 
 



Reports 
 
Hampton Court Housegroup- Annual Report 2020 

Our group meetings started well with a look at ‘Gardens in the Bible’ which 

culminated with the need to protect the environment for future generations. 

Our Lent Course was entitled ‘Superstar’, produced by York Courses.  It was 

written by David Wilbourne, assistant Bishop of Llandaff and inspired by the 

musical ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’. Our first session was ‘Who is Jesus?’ with 

audio contributions from; Carmody Grey, professor of Catholic Theology at 

Durham University, Steve Chalke, leading Christian thinker and broadcaster, 

Catherine Fox, author and lecturer, Stephen Wrigley, Chair of Wales Synod of 

the Methodist Church. 

Sadly, the Housegroup meetings were suspended from the end of March 

because of the Coronavirus and werre unable to resume in 2020. 

Maurice and Christine Unsworth. 

 

St Thomas Community Centre – Annual report 2020 

Our first community centre meeting of the year was on 6 January 2020 

covering routine matters but noted that the entrance porch needed attention. 

Our next meeting scheduled for April 2020 was cancelled because of the 

coronavirus lockdown when the Church and the Centre were closed.  The 

cleaners were cancelled, and the Trade Waste collection was suspended. 

Under agreement at PCC level, the Centre partially opened for a few weeks in 

summer for Slimming World, who operated under their National Guidelines 

(sanitising/one-way system/no use of toilets or kitchen). In September, when 

the schools returned, the Breakfast/After School Club resumed hiring the 

Centre, after a risk assessment and terms of letting were agreed with the vicar 

and Miss O’Connor on behalf of and agreed with the PCC. A one-way system 

was marked out together with 2m distance markings.  Access to the upstairs 

rooms and the cloakroom was closed.  The cleaners were re-hired to clean the 

hallways and toilets. The Clubs divided the halls into bubbles using portable 

screens and were responsible for sanitising everything they used.  Other than 

the Childrens’ groups and Slimming World, no other bookings or Church groups 

were permitted to use the Centre. Safety checks continued and the Centre 

remained well stocked with cleaning materials etc. The Rag Bag collections 

brought in a little money and Trade Waste collections resumed. 

Under the circumstances, the Parish Centre Committee meetings did not 

resume in 2020. 

Maurice Unsworth - Chairman 



PCC SECRETARY’S REPORT TO THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH 
MEETING 2020 

30th MAY 2021. 
 

Immediately after our last APCM, the PCC consisted of 13 members–the Vicar, 
Reverend Scargill, the 2 Churchwardens, Reverend Helen Hornby and 9 other 

Lay members. There are vacancies. For most of the year we have been without 

a treasurer: Reverend Scargill has stood in as acting Treasurer during the 
vacancy. The PCC have met on nine occasions during 2020. 

2020 was a most challenging year. in January news began to circulate about a 

new virus in China; by March it had become evident that we were dealing with 
a pandemic. At our March meeting we were awaiting guidance from the 

Diocese regarding Covid 19 and planning for Holy Week, but by the end of 

March we had closed the church for public worship. 

We reopened for the summer as restrictions were lifted and in July we 

discussed the reopening of the halls for hire. At our September meeting the 

PCC felt that the reopening was going well, and we managed to hold our 
socially distanced 2019-2020 APCM in October. Kath Asquith and Joy Swarbrick 

were re-elected as Churchwardens, David Bennett and myself were re-elected 

to the Deanery Synod and Maurice and Christine Unsworth were re-elected to 
the PCC. As we entered a three tier lock down process in November, it was 

decided to hold all further meetings by Zoom. This is now running relatively 

smoothly, and technical problems have on the whole, been dealt with well by 
the members. In November we welcomed a new member to the PCC, Kaye 

Houston and in December we entered another lock down. Nevertheless, we 

managed to hold socially distanced services inside and outside the church. 
Throughout 2020 we have live streamed services via Facebook and YouTube. 

This has been well received and remains ongoing. As we entered 2021, we 
looked forward to the re-opening of Saint Thomas' Church to public worship. 

 

Mark Rutherford 
PCC Secretary. 

 

A.P.C.M. SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 2020 

Unfortunately, because of the Covid restrictions, we have not been able to 

organise any of our social or fundraising activities. The only contributions to 

Church funds have come from the 100 Club. Even here the amount is lower 

than usual because of people leaving and we urgently need new members or 

existing members to take out extra numbers. 

The Social Committee 

 

Financial Reports 2020 

 
Due to the length and layout of the financial report, this is more easily viewed 

on the St Thomas church website or contact Chris who can send you a copy. 

 



 



St Thomas Nursery News 

It’s been a busy time with lots of lovely activities and events to enjoy. We have 

welcomed new children to our nursery family, which is wonderful after the 

effects of the pandemic left the setting quite quiet. We have welcomed a new 

member of staff to help with all aspects of day-to-day nursery life, as things 

continue to get busier and busier. All the staff are recovering from their own 

personal Covid experiences very well and adjusting to life at nursery, making 

relevant changes to work safely, happily, and as normally as possible. 

 This term, for a change from chicks, we hatched 

some ducklings which was a lovely learning 

experience and very popular with both staff and 

children. Watching the eggs in the incubator and 

waiting for them to hatch out has been super 

exciting, and helped the children learn about 

their life cycle. 

We have celebrated the end of Ramadan with 

Eid Murburak activities, creating Mehndi 

patterns, Eid cards, and learning about this very 

special celebration. We also learnt about the 

significance of 

the moon and 

stars so that we could share a greater 

understanding of this festival and enjoy 

celebrating with our Muslim children and 

families. One little girl brought gifts to share 

with her friends and handed them out at 

group time. 

We have been enjoying our fantastic nursery 

garden, extending our work on “towers” in 

the construction area using bricks and mud 

to make tall towers. We have been exploring 

bugs and butterflies after hatching our own 

from caterpillars. We also enjoyed making a 

den to hide inside. As we can access the 

school field, “ball skills” is now underway again to help practice our co-

ordination and extend our physical development experiences.  

Mr Morrow has started to visit us again for outdoor music sessions which has 

been lovely as we have missed his involvement in nursery life. All of this 

enables us to extend our provision for a wide variety of learning experiences 

that make the nursery so engaging for our children’s extended learning and 

cultural capital. 

Our new maths resources are proving popular and are great for challenging the 

children’s maths skills and understanding of numeracy, challenging the 

children’ thinking and extending their learning in this area of development.   



 Our Beach School has been 

quite successful this term as 

the weather has been kind 

to us and the children 

continue to learn about our 

beach environment. We are 

encouraging them to identify 

wildlife, birds, shells, plants 

(some we can eat) and 

types of seaweeds. We take 

binoculars and identification 

materials in our kit bags to 

help learn about the things 

we find in the marsh-pools, 

dunes and on the sand or on 

our way to the beach. We have also continued to help the children understand 

about beach safety and the fantastic work the RNLI do in our area for 

maintaining our safety on the coastlines.  

We continue into the summer term, settling in new children, supporting 

families, and preparing our pre-school children for their transition into school. 

After an unprecedented 18 months of disruption, uncertainty and worry, we are 

beginning to resume some form of normality, but it has always been our 

priority to support this cohort of children, so they make appropriate steps and 

progress and are prepared and ready for the next stage of their education 

adventure.  

 

  

 

  



Credit-Anne Swindlehurst 

What fabulous pictures! Thank you 

so much for sharing-Kaye 

 

 



 



St Thomas School News 

This month, let’s take a look at two exciting changes that have been taking 

place at St Thomas’ School, in the words of the teachers who have initiated 

them.  

Our new Library (Corinne Mason, Year 2 Teacher) 

 At St Thomas' we have been 

fundraising to raise money for 

new books and resources. We 

have moved our library to a 

much bigger room and named it 

'The Reading Wood'. It gained its 

new name after we sent out a 

questionnaire asking pupils for 

their ideas. The staff then all 

voted for the name they liked 

best.  

On the walls, our very talented TA Mrs 

Harrison painted some of the characters 

suggested from the questionnaire, 

alongside pupils’ favourite quotes.  We 

have created a research area with laptops, 

iPads and some seating.  

We used some of the 'Sponsored Reading' 

money to buy lots of non-fiction 

including books on diversity, STEM 

Science and plenty of new atlases 

for Geography. We also bought new 

cushions and a map of the world 

rug. 

The children in each class have 

been assigned a week to come and 

enjoy the books, research and listen 

to stories.  Year Five have used it 

already and reported back to me 

that they LOVE their new library! 



Our new Art Gallery (Joanna 
Martyn-Clark, Year 3 Teacher) 

Despite art being a huge priority 

at St Thomas’, we have never 
had an Art Gallery before! It has 

been created in the space 

previously used as the library. 
Here is a picture of the almost 

finished area; there is some 

more art work to go on the walls 
yet. A piece of artwork from 

each class is framed in there and 

will be changed as frequently as 
the class teacher would like. 

There are also plans afoot to 

create an annual Art Award with 
a trophy for the winner!  

 

And here are some examples of 
the work that might go in our Art 

Gallery:  

 
In Year 3 we have been doing artwork 

linked to our Roman topic – shields 

and mosaics. 
 

In Year 5 the children have printed 

and sewn their own waistcoats. They 
are very lucky that their teacher, Mrs 

Farrar, loves sewing and even 
brought in her own sewing machine in 

for them to use! 

 

Year 4 have been creating printed T-

shirts. 
 

Year 2’s art work is based on the 

seaside artist Serena Hall. 
 

Year 1 have focused on self portraits 

and have used a range of mediums 
including watercolours to do this. 

 

Turn over for more pictures. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 



From the Archives 

When looking through magazine articles 

from years gone by I often stop and think, 

"that could have been written today, it's 

just as relevant now as it was then." But 

sometimes one gets exactly the opposite 

reaction: "that seems so out of date, we've 

all moved on so much since then." Here is one such example. It appeared 

in the June 1971 edition of our parish magazine; not in the locally-written 

section but, rather, in the general material supplied by the diocese. It 

was authored by Canon P S Schofield, chaplain to the bishop and one-

time Vicar of Penwortham. To be fair, he readily acknowledges that his 

views were unfashionable, even in 1971. 

DOWN WITH PRIESTESSES 

I am against the ordination of women. This disclosure will not come perhaps as 

a shattering surprise to those who know me. They will simply ascribe my 

attitude to prejudice, to obscurantism, to one of those psychological 

thingummybobs from which bachelors notoriously suffer. 

Ever since I read in an article advocating the ordination of women that "Men 

and women are not identical but complementary" − a statement which by the 

way confirmed my own observations − I have wondered whether I could explain 

my grounds for this unfashionable attitude.  

Scriptural. It would appear from the book called Genesis that one of the main 

purposes of sex distinction is the procreation of children. Undeniably, during 

the discharge of this duty, a woman's energies are absorbed in the home, in the 

rearing and nurturing of the children. For accommodation, food, fuel, etc, she 

is dependent on her husband. 

Dependence. But dependence must involve a degree of subordination, a willing 

and loving submission in the interests of the family. This is the reason for the 

scriptural injunction that the wife is to 'reverence' and 'obey' her husband. 

Indeed, the New Testament deliberately compares the dependence of the 

Church on Christ with the dependence of a wife on her husband − an analogy 

which presumably was derived from our Lord's references to himself as the 

bridegroom. 

The New Testament knows of two divine organisms, all the rest being man-

made. One is the Church, God's unique supernatural organism; its head is 

Christ. The other is the family, God's unique natural organism; its head (under 

Christ, of course) is the husband and father. Wife and children, greatly loved 

and greatly loving, are in a state of dependence. 

Now if one divine organism (the Church) were to allow the ordination of women 

to an office in which they would exercise jurisdiction over men, it would be 

creating a relationship between the sexes which was directly opposed to the 



relationship it requires to be observed within the life of the other divine 

organism (the family). 

It would produce the chaotic situation that in a house the wife was subordinate 

to her husband while as a priestess she had jurisdiction over him. Moreover, it 

would suggest that God's law for the Church was, in one vital respect, without 

its counterpart in his laws for the family. But if we say that the same laws are 

not to operate in the natural and supernatural organisms alike, we land 

ourselves in the heresy of making God self-contradictory. 

Ecumenical. The ordination of women would slam the door on any chances in 

the foreseeable future of reunion with Rome and Eastern Christendom − just at 

a time when the door has been unlatched. 

Practical Tensions. What would happen if the husband of a priestess who had 

just accepted a living were promoted by his firm to another part of the country, 

or transferred to a branch abroad? Might a vicaress offer a title for ordination 

to her husband? Would a bishop be able to nominate his wife as his suffragan? 

The canonical regulations that would have to be created, the interminable 

discussions and disputes that would arise, the very great tensions that would 

be set up would seriously disrupt and damage the Church's life, work, witness 

and fellowship − not to mention the massive legal fees that would be involved. 

Equality and Dependence. The subordination of woman to man is one of 

function only (bound up with the needs of the children), not of essential nature. 

It does not deny the essential equality of man and woman in God's sight, any 

more than the dependence of a child on its parents or the subordination of a 

deacon to his bishop implies that the child and deacon are less precious to God 

than the parents and the bishop. 

Indeed, theology supplies the supreme example of equality co-existing with 

subordination. "Equal to the Father as touching his Godhead and inferior to 

the Father as touching his Manhood." Does anyone read the Athanasian Creed 

nowadays? 

The difference of function between men and women is found in the New 

Testament. Devoted women ministered to Jesus, but none was chosen to be 

one of the Twelve. Women were among the earliest witnesses of the 

Resurrection, but not one was selected to bear official testimony of it to the 

world. Yet to no saint is paid as much honour as that paid to a woman, Saint 

Mary, and Priscilla is as prominent as her husband Aquila among Saint Paul's 

friends. 

The Church is fortunate to possess among its members many women with 

intellectual and pastoral abilities, and may well be accused of failing to make 

full use of them; but that is not to say that God intended women to be 

ordained. This is no slight on womanhood, but simply the recognition of a 

difference of function between man and woman within the fundamental 

equality of all human beings before God. 

So I remain obdurately opposed to the creation of priestesses. And now, back to 

the contemplation of my mangelwurzels. It is a more profitable exercise. 



 



In Mark 4.35-41 and Job 38.1-11 our lectionary reading for the third 

Sunday of Trinity we explore being heard in the storms of our lives.  

Mark tells us that Jesus sleeps in the boat while 

the boat becomes engulfed in a storm. The 
disciples are astonished that he is not alert to 

the circumstances and their fear, so the disciples 

ask Jesus when he is asleep: ‘Do you not care 
that we are perishing?’ When they eventually 

wake him, he calms the storm and questions 

their lack of trust in God.  
We learn that Job had lived his life as an 

upstanding clean-living sort of man. And then he 

lost his health, wealth and family. His big 

question to God was not to take all his troubles 

away but to have God communicate with him. 

He wanted God to hear him in his distress. In 
this week’s lectionary passage, God finally 

speaks to him. And, although he does not get a 

straight answer the desire of Job’s heart is met. God has heard him. And 
eventually he does get his health, wealth, and family back again–with, we 

might imagine, new appreciation. 

Do we, like the disciples and Job, have big questions as we explore being heard 
in the storms of our lives, as we wrestle with challenges of life in general and 

in following Jesus?  Perhaps the biggest question any of us ask of God and 

each other is: ‘Do you not care?’ In the storms, God can seem to be asleep for 
us, and we can seem to be asleep for each other. How do we find a sense of 

being heard by God and others in these storms? 

Maybe we know, because of the way the world is today that we will go through 
difficult times in our lives and things will happen to us and to those we love 

that we cannot avoid. We know we live in a world where there is a covid 

pandemic, disease, tragic accident, natural disaster, poverty, famine, failure 
and more. Our first reaction might be to say: ‘God please take it all away!’   

But deep down we know and accept that this will not happen because that’s 
just not how God seems to work in the world. It’s only natural that we ask 

God: ‘Don’t you care that we go 

through tough times?  

We may know that God does not 

rescue us when we ask but we will 

still want some assurance that God 
cares for us in our troubles, that we 

are not going through tough times 

alone and that God has heard us and 
is with us through it all!  Knowing we 

have been heard can make all the 

difference.  It can give us strength 
for the challenges we face, give us 

new ways of opening ourselves up to 

love and inner joy. It can help us 



know the important things in life and how distracted we have been, and it can 
bring us to a new and deeper life. 

So where do we go to find support and hope when life hurts the most, when we 

are facing death, injustice, disappointment, family problems, lost trust, 
physical pain, facing life alone or financial problems? The Church has the 

greatest support and hope to offer in our darkest moments and the best 

answers to all of life’s questions because the Church is rooted in the Gospel. It 
meets the needs of us all and shows how, in Jesus, we can be restored to life 

in all its fulness.  

Like Job, we must never give up asking questions even though at first there 
only seems to be silence, we must never stop asking God to listen to us.  Jesus 

heard Job and he will hear us. Do we hear the plea of others in their troubles?  

Are we listening? Jesus, when he is eventually awakened by the disciples, 
calms the storm, and questions their lack of trust in Him. Jesus will calm the 

storms in our lives too if we put our trust in Him.  

 
Debbie Wood 

LL minister 

 

Puzzles and Laughter Lines 
 

 



It’s a pundemic! 

Neighbourhood Watch 

In one small rural village the local vet also led the local Neighbourhood Watch 

group. Late one night the phone rang, and his wife answered. An agitated 

voice inquired, "Is your husband there?" 

"He is, but tell me, do you need him as the vet or the Neighbourhood Watch?" 

the wife asked. 

"Both!" was the reply. "We can't get our dog's mouth open, and there's a 

burglar in it!" 
 

Jump 

A minister invited to preach at a local prison regretfully chose the text:  ‘With 

the help of my God, I will leap over the wall.’ 
 

Talking 

Bishop Douglas Feaver, the notoriously outspoken former Bishop of 

Peterborough, was presiding at his first Diocesan Synod and a man at the back 

had been droning on and on for some length of time. Finally, a lady called out 

to protest that she could not hear what he was saying.  Bishop Douglas 

replied: “You should thank God and sit down.” 
 

For sale 

An estate agent’s board outside a redundant church: 

FOR SALE.   

Suitable for conversion.  
 

On a church notice board: 

Visitors welcome.   

Members expected. 

 

Dangers of shopping 

I was at the customer service desk returning a pair of jeans that were too 

tight. “Was there anything wrong with them?” the assistant asked. “Yes”, I 

said. “They hurt my feelings”. 

 

Aim Right 

My husband bought a map of the world, gave me a dart and said, “Throw this 

and wherever it lands, that’s where I’m taking you when this pandemic ends”. 

Turns out, we’re spending two weeks behind the fridge. 



Across 

1  Military tactic used by Joshua to attack and destroy the city of Ai (Joshua 

8:2) (6) 

4  Place of learning (6)  

8  ‘When Moses’ hands grew — , they took a stone and put it under him and he 

sat on it’ (Exodus 17:12) (5)  

9  Unpleasant auguries of the end of the age, as forecast by Jesus (Matthew 

24:7) (7)  

10 Stronghold to which girls in King Xerxes’ harem (including Esther) were 

taken (Esther 2:8) (7)  

11 Where Saul went to consult a medium before fighting the Philistines (1 

Samuel 28:7) (5)  

12 Propitiation (Hebrews 2:17) (9) 

17 Turn away (Jeremiah 11:15) (5)  



19 So clear (anag.) (7)  

21 ‘I have just got — , so I can’t come’: one excuse to be absent from the 

great banquet (Luke 14:20) (7)  

22 Long weapon with a pointed head used by horsemen (Job 39:23) (5)  

23 Musical beat (6)  

24 What the Israelites were told to use to daub blood on their door-frames at 

the first Passover (Exodus 12:22) (6) 

 

Down 

1  Fasten (Exodus 28:37) (6)  

2  Art bite (anag.) (7)  

3  ‘The people of the city were divided; some — with the Jews, others with the 

apostles’ (Acts 14:4) (5)  

5  Contend (Jeremiah 12:5) (7)  

6  Possessed (Job 1:3) (5)  

7  Sheen (Lamentations 4:1) (6)  

9  ‘You love evil rather than good, — rather than speaking the truth’ (Psalm 

52:3) (9)  

13 Large flightless bird (Job 39:13) (7)  

14 They were worth several hundred pounds each (Matthew 25:15) (7)  

15 ‘A — went out to sow his seed’ (Matthew 13:3) (6)  

16 How Jesus described Jairus’s daughter when he went into the room where 

she lay (Mark 5:39) (6)  

18 The part of the day when the women went to the tomb on the first Easter 

morning (John 20:1) (5)  

20 Narrow passageway between buildings (Luke 14:21) (5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



On why the clergy should avoid computers 
 

The Rectory 
St James the Least of All                                               

 

 
 

 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 

Thank you for the kind offer of your old 

computer, but I do not want it. I know you find it 
a fundamental basic of daily life, but I do not, and I intend to keep things that 

way. 

 
This is despite the fact that our diocesan office now takes it for granted that all 

of us clergy have a computer. Indeed, the diocesan secretary and I have had 

several awkward phone calls upon this very subject. He can’t believe that I 
really don’t have one, and suspects that I am simply hiding my email address 

from him so that he cannot send me the daily diocesan briefings, weekly 

questionnaires, and constant notification of all sorts of meetings and training 
days. But I remain firm: I have survived in ministry for nearly 50 years without 

a computer, and I don’t intend to change now. When he gets tetchy with me, I 

take the high moral ground and remind him that St Paul did not have a 
computer. 

 

Besides, it would not end with just a computer. Next, I would be obliged to get 
a printer and then ink cartridges and then maybe some sort of virus would 

attack me. As I have no idea about any of this, I might have to allow someone 

into the vicarage to sort it out, and even worse, I might even have to pay 
them. My money can be far more usefully spent on good claret. 

 

Being without a computer also saves me much aggravation. From what I can 
gather, most computer owners spend significant parts of their lives either 

trying to get their machine to do something that it refuses to do, or else 
getting help from someone in a remote part of the world who speaks a jargon 

only distantly related to English, who assures you that whatever you did, it 

would have been better if you hadn’t. 
 

So I have decided that should I ever REALLY need to use a computer for 

something, I will visit our local primary school and get a six year-old to do the 
job for me, which they do with effortless efficiency, speed and accuracy. 

 

Your loving uncle,   
 

Eustace 

 

 



 



Our Thought For The Week by Licensed Lay Minister Elizabeth 
O’Connor  
 

Spring is bursting out all over at the moment, isn’t it? All the different 

blossoms and fresh green leaves on the trees, plants shooting up from the 
gradually warmed up soil around us. There is certainly a lot going on. Real 

signs of growth and life (including the weeds!) With the recent rain and 

increase in temperature there are definite 
growth spurts going on all around us. It is 

truly amazing and wonderful to see and 

experience. No wonder that more people are 
coming to appreciate the glory of life in 

creation. 

Yet there is more. Life is truly bigger than we 

can get our heads around. It’s not just 

explained by a mathematical equation or 
number, nor a set formula. We are, each of 

us, individuals and unique, having different 

abilities and gifts which give glimpses of God’s glory and eternal love and life. 
Creation and all that involves is a gracious loving gift of God. 

Sunday was, in the Christian calendar, Pentecost, the celebration of the Holy 

Spirit coming to the Disciples. Being pictured in terms of a rushing wind, 
tongues of flame. Unseen and life giving, enabling the Disciples to be equipped 

to live out their lives trusting in the strength and love of God, not necessarily 

knowing where it may lead. It is the same for us as we trust the living God and 
let the Holy Spirit guide us on our life journey to live and grow in His love. 

 

Spirit of God, 
Lord and giver of Life, 

moving between and around, 

like wind or water or fire; 
breathe into us your freshness that we may awake; 

cleanse our vision that we may see more clearly; 

kindle our senses that we may feel more sharply; 
and give us the courage to live 

as you would have us to live,                      

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
John V Taylor 

 

O God, life-giving Spirit, 
Spirit of healing and comfort, 

Of integrity and truth, 

We believe and trust in you. 
Warm-winged Spirit, brooding over creation, 

Rushing wind and Pentecostal fire, 

we commit ourselves to work with you 
and renew our world.  

Janet Morley 



Puzzle Answers 

The Post Card 

A post card from you sent to 

me 

Causes me to smile with glee! 

I can’t have the blues 

As I read the news 

Of your time with the sun and 

the sea! 

 

I love how it lands on the mat 

So it’s there when I hang up 

my hat; 

And no more time passes 

Ere I reach for my glasses 

And happily read all your chat! 

A message by text’s not the 

same. 

And Facebook is all just a 

game. 

I know some will say 

                                                                                                             

It’s the new modern way, 

                                                                                                             

But the lack of a card? It’s a                            

shame! 

By Nigel Beeton 



Something for the Children 

 



Notes from The Editor 

 

At the end of June, not only do we celebrate two of the great saints of the early 

church, Peter and Paul, but it finally marks the end of a cluster of my friends 

and family’s birthday celebrations. Birthday season (as I refer to it) starts in 

April with my nephew and ends on June the 1st with Finneus. In those few 

months I help around 15 loved ones celebrate another year of life.  

Indeed, since my last update, I had my own birthday and young Finneus 

turned 11 just the other day. With the restrictions easing, we managed a small 

BBQ for my special day and Finneus got together with a couple of friends to 

play video games and eat pizza. It was amazing to be able to spend time with 

other people, but I was tired afterwards!   

June for me always means school half term, a time to 

kick back, slow down for a while and an opportunity to 

start enjoying the nice weather. By Monday next week 

we will all be wiggling our toes on a (somewhat rocky) 

beach in Ayr, eating fish and chips and playing bingo.  

We go there every year and stay in a caravan on a 

site that has every single thing a family could want. 

Noise, play parks, arcades, waterslides and the sea. 

I’m sure it sounds like a relative nightmare to some, 

but for now, it suits us down to the ground (although 

I’ve never been able to win at bingo). Just look at that 

view! 

Finneus was gifted around ten books that he had 

requested for his birthday and by the looks of it, he 

will need a spare suitcase just for those! We have 

(Covid permitting) grand plans to go to Orlando next 

year but really, no amount of Mickey ears could ever 

replace the fun we had one year wrapping up in a 

draughty caravan trying to get warm around the gas 

hobs at 7am. 

This year, June is a little bit more sentimental for me 

as it’s the last full month that Finneus will ever spend being a primary school 

student. Once July comes, he will be on countdown to the summer holidays 

which will come soon enough towards the end of the month. Similar to spring, 

it’s a time of new beginnings, fresh changes happening in the world and a 

chance to do things differently. Or, using our choice of holiday destination as 

an example, just exactly the same! Happiness doesn’t mean that we 

necessarily have to change nor does it mean we must be miserable if we stay 

the same. Every time we arrive at our birthday, we can decide how we want to 

spend the next year we have been gifted by God. Grow some new shoots and 

move in a different direction or tuck our roots in and feel quite comfortable 

where we are. I think this year, I’m quite happy with my roots!  

Take care and see you all next month. 


