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Dear Friends, 
The news at the moment is full of signs of things getting back to normal. We 
can begin to dare to look forward to the return of church social activities, more 

hymn singing in services and the return of the shared chalice. However, some 

things will not be going to go back to the way they were. 
From the beginning of this month Mandy and Ian Palmer have decided to lay 

down some of the roles they previously filled to give themselves a little more 

free time to do things, particularly at weekends. They have been so involved in 
so many aspects of church life that, even though they wish to stress they are 

not disappearing off the scene entirely, they will still leave a big gap in the life 

of St. Thomas’. 

The biggest and most obvious gap is in the musical life of the church, but here 

we have been tremendously fortunate in securing the services of a new and 

very expert organist and choir director Dr. Kevin Morgan. Kevin’s musical ability 
is well-known in the churches of the area and he has many exciting ideas for 

developing the musical life of St Thomas’. So, we can both say a very heartfelt 

“Thank you” to Mandy for all she has done and an equally heartfelt “Welcome” 
to Kevin. 

Ian has during lockdown (and indeed before) played a key role in producing the 

weekly service sheet and operating the screen on a Sunday morning, so his 
decision to step back from these roles has obliged us to think about them 

afresh. As you will read elsewhere, the weekly sheet will have a new format, 
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with the readings pre-printed on one side and the other side available for the 
prayer list and weekly notices. We are also returning to having a service 

booklet for the weekly service structure. Ian has played a vital role in preparing 

the new service booklets and preparing screen files, so that we can continue to 
have our services on the screen as well, since we have discovered in the last 

two years that this is actually more convenient for some people. Thank you so 

much Ian, and Mandy too, for all your work on this. 
This isn’t goodbye because you are not going away, but we will miss your input 

to church life in so many ways. 

Other key St Thomas’ figures are also laying down roles. Eric Williamson has 
relinquished the last of his involvement in church finances, a number of our 

intercessors and lay assistants have also decided the time has come to finish 

and other people have reduced their activities as the effects of old age have 
increasingly made themselves felt. It would be invidious to mention individuals 

because I would probably miss someone out but thank you to all those who 

have contributed so much and now feel it is time to reduce their involvement. 
That said, I would urge people to consider whether there are new ways they 

could contribute to the life of the St Thomas’ community. St. Thomas’ always 

had a reputation for being an active church, but if that is to continue, even on 
a reduced scale, we need people to come forward to do things. It can’t all be 

left to four or five people. We need a few more volunteers to help with the 

words on the screen during services (training will be given). We need someone 
to type the prayer list and notices for the new weekly sheet, so that it can be 

photocopied on to the back of the readings. If we want eventually to revive 

work with children and young people, we are going to need people to help with 
that work. 

So please ask yourselves, how is God calling me to contribute to the life of St 

Thomas. I or members of the ministry team would be happy to help you 
explore the question. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
                  Chris Scargill 
 

 

As well as our website, we are on Facebook and YouTube! Use these to receive 

up to date information about online worship, upcoming services and local 

community events. Most smartphones have these apps already built in or you 

can google them on your home computer. If you are struggling to access us 

online, feel free to call the editor (Kaye) for support on the number below. 

Our next edition of No Doubt will be available from Sunday 6th March.  

The last day to submit your items for publication will be Friday 26th 

February. Anything sent after this date is welcome but may not be printed 

until the following edition; however, please do call me and I will be as flexible 

as possible.  

Email khazel82@gmail.com or call 07985278791. 

This month’s cover photo: Fruits growing in God’s Love @Parish Pump 
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Forthcoming Services 

3rd February St. Anskar 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 
 

6th February 4th Sunday before 

Lent 
Anniversary of the Queen’s 

Accession 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 
 

10th February 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 
 

13th February 3rd Sunday before 
Lent 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

7p.m. Compline 
 

17th February Janani Luwum 

(Martyr) 
10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 

20th February 2nd Sunday before 
Lent 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

 

24th February 
10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 

27th February Sunday next 
before Lent 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

7p.m. Compline 
 

2nd March  Ash Wednesday 

7.30 p.m. Holy Communion with 
imposition of Ashes 

 
3rd March 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion for the 

beginning of Lent. 
 

 

4th March 
World Day of Prayer at Drive 

Methodist Church 

 
6th March First Sunday in Lent 

10.30a.m. All Age Eucharist 



 



Parish Prayer Diary 
 
Sunday 6th Feb   Smithy Lane and Heyhouses Lane. Our Guides, Brownies and    

                           Rainbows 

Sunday 13th Feb Inner Promenade and Denford Avenue. Our Messy Church. 
Sunday 20th Feb Lindsay Avenue and Haymarket. Our Scouts, Cubs and  

                           Beavers 

Sunday 27th Feb Queens Manor, Kind Edward Avenue and Laverton Rd.  
                           Home Start.  

 

From the Registers 
 
Weddings 

18th December   Christiana Roxanne Emsley         

                          and Andrew James Smith 

 

Funerals 
21st December   Kathryn Margaret Roberts     

                          (56) 

23rd December   James Denis Willder (83) 
26th January      Stuart Laycock (78) 

 

Notices and Information 

Amazon Smile 

We are now formally enrolled on Amazon Smile.  
If you make your purchases from Amazon via the link 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1133037-0 rather than 

in the usual way a small percentage of what you 
spend will go 

to St Thomas’. It won’t solve all our financial 

needs – Mr Amazon is not that generous – but 
every little helps, and it should involve no extra 

cost to you. 

 
SERVICE BOOKLETS 

From the first Sunday in February, we are changing the format of the weekly 

sheet, so that on the one side it will have all the readings (including any we are 
not using) and the collect and post communion prayer and on the other the 

prayer list and notices for the week. We are producing a separate booklet with 

the actual service structure in it. If you wish you can purchase one of these 
booklets for your personal use, the price will be £2. We are also preparing a 

large print version for those who would find that helpful. If you would like to 

order either booklet please let the vicar, a member of the ministry team or the 
churchwardens know. 
 

 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1133037-0


 



Opportunities 
 

Would you be able to play a part in the Weddings and Funerals 

ministry of St. Thomas’? 
Because we no longer have a regular verger, we are looking for individuals who 

would be willing to carry out some of the verger’s duties on an occasional 

basis, particularly at funerals and, somewhat less frequently, at weddings. 
Ideally, we would like to have a team of people whom we could call upon and 

who know what is required. The duties would involve: 

• unlocking the main doors so that people can actually get in (people do 
seem to turn up well in advance for such occasions). 

• switching the lights on and lighting the candles. 

•  helping ushers to organise themselves for the distribution of hymn books 
or service orders. 

• making sure that the sound system is switched on and possibly playing a 

CD at an appropriate moment as required (training can be given for this). 

• standing holding the collection plate by the door as people leave after a 

wedding. 

• directing people to the toilet. 
You can, if you wish, carry out the traditional verger’s role of walking ahead of 

the vicar in the procession wearing a black gown and carrying a staff of office, 

but that’s entirely up to you! 
The reward for doing these things - apart from knowing you are helping things 

run smoothly and contributing towards our ministry at St. Thomas’ - is that you 

are entitled to an honorarium of £40 on each occasion. Some people give it 
back as a donation, but that’s up to you too. 

If you’re interested, please contact the vicar. 

 
 

Lent Course 

For people who would like to do something over Lent, but find attending a 
traditional Lent course increasingly difficult or inconvenient, the diocese are 

providing a free Lent booklet based around St John’s Gospel and entitled “Signs 

of Life”. We have ordered a number of copies of this course including some 
large print versions. Please let a member of the ministry team know if you 

would like one. We also have details of an on-line version you can download to 

an i-Pad or similar. 



Church Flowers 
 
 

6th Feb     Sylvia Williams. 

13th Feb   Margaret Erwin in memory of  

               Anthony 
20th Feb   Barbara and John Davies in memory 

               Of Dad, Harold. 

27th Feb   Education Sunday, Day School in  
               memory of Pam Johnson and Sue  

               Booth. 

 
If you would like an arrangement in church for any occasion, or as a 

remembrance, please contact me on 01253 728179, thanks Glenys. 

 

Stepping Stones Bereavement Group will meet in the small hall on Thursday 

3rd February from 10.30am-11.30am. 
Dealing with loss? Feeling isolated and lonely? Come and chat to our friendly 

team over a coffee. 

 

World Day of Prayer 
The World Day of Prayer service for 2022 will take place at The Drive Methodist 

Church on Friday the 4th of March at 2pm. Refreshments will be available 

afterwards and all are welcome.  
 

 



Babes In The Wood 
 

Well, what a relief to be able to do something “normal” again. Assuming, of 

course, that sitting watching a man dressed as a woman, a woman dressed as 
a man and lots of other people dressed as medieval peasants prancing about 

on stage singing “Incy Wincy Spider” and “Tiddly Poo” really counts as normal? 

We are, of course, talking about the SAPOS Pantomime, Babes in the Wood, 
which, despite the best efforts of the Omicron variant, finally went ahead on 

Saturday 8th January. 

 
Panto, of course, isn’t everyone’s cup of tea, but there was a real sense of 

excitement in the hall as the curtains opened on a performance for the first 

time in two long years. It goes without saying that there were strict Covid 
measures in place to keep everyone safe, but the masks, open windows, 

reduced numbers and limited refreshments didn’t seem to dampen anyone’s 

enthusiasm and the audience laughed, cheered and booed in all the right 
places from the opening number until the evil Sheriff got his comeuppance and 

Robin and Marian wed in the final scene. Along the way there were plenty of 

puns to groan at, ghosts to shout at and songs to tap your feet to, all ably led 
by an enthusiastic cast who were clearly enjoying themselves too – always the 

sign of a good Panto.  

 
For those who couldn’t make it, here’s a little taste of what you missed … 

 

The Sheriff of Nottingham has just met Nurse Glucose (the Dame), a huge, 
busty lady whom he clearly finds rather intimidating. 

Sheriff: Ah … yes, thank you Nurse Glucose. The servant will show you to your 

suite.  
Dame: (not quite hearing) You what? 

Sheriff: (loudly) Your suite. 

Dame: (flirtatiously) Oooh! You’re not so bad yourself!   
 

Ok - maybe you had to be there. (Oh yes you did …!) Seriously, every credit to 

SAPOS for putting on a thoroughly enjoyable and entertaining experience – 
which incidentally made £380 for church funds. Thank you and well done to all 

concerned.  
 
 

Finneus and I came along to watch the Panto, it was the first time we managed 
to get out since Christmas due to Covid. The last time we watched one was at 

St Thomas’ back in January 2020, just before the pandemic started. I definitely 

felt a little nostalgic being back and doing something normal. Finneus got his 
chocolate bar and drink and I was lucky enough to win some candles in the 

raffle!  

It really was a great show and thank you so much to all the participants 
involved. You brought a few hours of normality to a very crazy time! 

See you next Christmas - Kaye 
 



 



 



Stepping Out – Saturday 26th March 

Marton United Reformed Church Players were all set to entertain us with their 

endearing comedy “Stepping Out” in May 2020, but Covid had other ideas. 

Let’s hope that “the show will go on” this time! 

The play follows the mismatched members of an amateur tap-dancing class 

who meet weekly in their local church hall. There are plenty of laughs as the 

ladies, along with lone gentleman Geoffrey, strive with varying degrees of 

success to tame their two left feet and achieve their dream of taking part in a 

real live performance. Like all good comedies, however, there are some 

poignant moments too as we gradually learn more about the characters and 

hidden secrets start to emerge. Originally set in the 1980s, the play's themes 

of determination, friendship and camaraderie ring just as true today and it all 

feels very believable, perhaps helped by the fact that ex-chorus girl Mavis, who 

leads the class, is played by local dance teacher Vicky Dobson and grumpy 

pianist Mrs Fraser is played by our own (only slightly less grumpy?!) ex-

organist Mandy Palmer. The performance is at 7pm and tickets cost £8 for 

adults or £6 for children. There will also be refreshments and a raffle. Half the 

proceeds will come to St Thomas' so even if it isn’t your “thing” please spread 

the word as widely as possible. For further details or to reserve seats in 

advance, contact Mandy on 07821 626121.  

 

 

 
 

This sounds like 

another good 
show not to be 

missed! I’m also 

a sucker for a 
good raffle. 

Count us in! 

Kaye. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



St Thomas’ School Nursery 

This term has got off to a quiet start after a lovely Christmas period, where we 

went ahead with our Nativity Play in church and our Christmas party in the 

church hall. Both these events were really lovely. All the children and staff had 

a super time enjoying an entertainer, our Christmas Party lunch and a special 

visit from Father Christmas. Mr Morrow came to join us and brought his special 

lights and music and Miss Mel our ballet teacher, came to dance with all the 

children. It was a wonderful day and we all had a lovely time. We unfortunately 

said goodbye to Miss Wright who is leaving to invest more time in her cake 

business, and we wish her well in her new venture, but we will miss her too. 

This term has begun with 

several new children and 

families joining our 

nursery. We continue to 

have places for children 

aged 2-4 years, so if you, or anyone you may know, are 

interested in a nursery place, please get in touch 

(01253789445). 

We are excited about starting Beach School sessions 

this term where we will begin to learn about staying 

safe, identifying different wildlife and nature, identifying 

different tracks and collecting and making beach art. We 

enjoy becoming more familiar with our local 

environment, caring for it, recycling and beach cleaning. 

We are able to extend our learning and development in many areas whilst at 

the beach and we are really excited about getting back to these outings. The 

children walk to the beach and are encouraged to say good morning to the 



people we meet, we talk about the things we see and look out for numbers and 

letters in the environment. We talk about the buildings we see, churches, 

library, shops, and the vehicles we see and hear and the trains and railway 

track, as we walk along. It is a great opportunity to expand vocabulary, 

encourage listening and conversation as well as learning about places in our 

local town. 

          

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term we will be 

thinking about “things 

that go”, and trying to 

make different model 

vehicles, thinking 

about transport in 

books and fairy stories 

as well as the things we see every day. 

With the cold weather we have been looking after the birds in the garden by 

making bird feeders. The children mixed seed, 

cheese, apple, ham and lard, to make fat balls 

and then put them around the garden for the 

birds to enjoy. 



We will also be looking forward to Chinese 

New Year and learning more about this 

colourful festival. 

This year is the Year of the Tiger so we 

will be 

incorporating 

this into our 

activities, 

stories and 

learning.   

We will 

spend time 

considering 

the people 

we love in 

February, for 

Valentine’s 

Day, thinking about what makes them special to 

us and thinking of the things that make them 

special. 

But for now we will enjoy all our 

lovely day to day activities, like 

baking, playing and learning 

outdoors and having a wonderful 

time. 

          

      What a wonderful update! I love 

seeing pictures of the children- Kaye 

 

 
 

 
 

 



  



A Warm Welcome! 
I’m sure that everyone would like to extend a very warm welcome to Dr Kevin 

Morgan, the new Musical Director at St Thomas’. As he may be spending a lot 

of time tucked away behind the organ, we have a wonderful biographical piece 
to read so that you can get to know him. We wish you well in your future at St 

Thomas’. 

Dr. Kevin Morgan 

BA,MA,PhD,FRCO,FISM,Hon.FNMSM,LRAM,LTCL 

Kevin Morgan began to play the piano at the age of three. A Music Scholar at 

school, he was awarded his Grade Eight in Piano, Organ, Singing, Theory and 

General Musicianship winning many National prizes for the highest marks in the 

Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music examinations. At the age of 

nine, he started playing the organ and in his first term at secondary school, he 

played for Choral Evensong accompanying the School Choir in Salisbury 

Cathedral. Along with’ O ‘and’ A’ levels, he passed a Performers Diploma on the 

piano before going up to read for a Degree in Music at University College, 

Durham, as an Organ Scholar, where he played the organs in all the College 

Chapels, City Churches and the Cathedral. His Tutors were the Organists of the 

Cathedral, Richard Lloyd and James Lancelot. 

Having studied extensively in Durham, London, Oxford and Cambridge, he 

moved to Bolton in 1986 to become Organist and Choirmaster at the Parish 

Church, frequently taking the Choir to sing Choral Evensong at local parish 

churches, Manchester Cathedral, Cartmel Priory and Selby Abbey. In addition, 

he taught both the piano and the organ at Bolton School Girls’ Division and 

increased his musical experiences performing, accompanying and directing 

many diverse and varied musical activities. In time, he was appointed College 

Organist and Head of Keyboard at Stonyhurst College where he was also the 

Musical Director of the Schola Cantorum, taking the Choir to sing Choral 

Evensong annually both in Blackburn Cathedral and the Sunday morning 

Festival Service in the Parish Church at the prestigious annual Ribchester 

Festival, singing at the Consecration of the Shrine of St Thomas in 2000 at 

Hereford Cathedral, as well as undertaking two outstanding Choir Tours to 

Paris (2012) and Rome (2014). He was additionally Master-in-charge of all the 

school Music Scholars and a Senior Tutor. 

On leaving Stonyhurst in 2018, he has continued to make a significant 

contribution to the musical life of the area he calls home on the Fylde Coast. 

He is Musical Director and Accompanist of the St. Nicholas Singers in Wrea 

Green; Musical Director and Accompanist of the St. Anne’s Community Choir; 

Accompanist to the Lidun Singers, Chorale Amici and when invited to, has 

accompanied the Lytham St. Anne’s Choral Society and Rossall School Chapel 

Choir; from 2003, he has trained the Choir and played the organ, when time 

has allowed, at The Drive Methodist Church in St. Anne’s and is well known and 



frequently asked to accompany Sunday Services in many churches and chapels 

in the area. 

A Prize winning Fellow of the Royal College of Organists, a Fellow of the 

Incorporated Society of Musicians, a Licentiate of the Royal Academy of Music 

and Trinity College of Music, London, he also holds Bachelors, Masters and 

Doctorate Degrees. He undertakes a variety of freelance work as Musical 

Director, Composer and Arranger in addition to playing Solo Concerts on 

classical, theatre and electronic organs and the piano. 

He has played in many major organ festivals, directed choirs, choral and 

operatic societies, accompanied many singers in cabaret, played for ballroom 

and sequence dancing, performed as a Soloist and as a Musical Director on 

cruises and was a regular contributor to “The Organist Entertains” programme 

on BBC Radio Two where he was twice the featured artist. 

He was the annually elected Patron of the Theatre Organ Club for both 2005 

and 2011. 

In April 2007, he, along with Len Rawle and the late Doreen Chadwick, gave 

the reopening Concert on the Granada Tooting Wurlitzer Organ before an 

audience of over one thousand people. This event was both filmed by ATOS – 

later released as a DVD – and broadcast on the BBC. In April 2009, he was 

made an Honorary Fellow of 

The North and Midlands School 

of Music and from the early 

summer of the same year, he 

was appointed Academic 

Registrar of the School. He is 

also a Patron of the Ashton 

Hall Restoration Project at 

Lancaster Town Hall where he 

played one of the two Recitals 

marking the Centenary of the 

Organ in July 2009. 

He has recorded commercial 

CDs on Compton, Wurlitzer 

and Moller Theatre Organs and 

the piano.  

Thank you so much Kevin for 

the fabulous introduction. We 

are so pleased that we have 

your expertise and look 

forward to seeing a lot more of 

you in the future. Kaye 



School News February 2022  
 

Covid keeps its grip on school life, with continuing restrictions on mixing 

between classes and many extra-curricular activities still unable to happen. As 
I write, there are more than 20 children and several staff absent with Covid – a 

constant management headache for everyone to cope with. Despite this, for 

the children at least, school life continues to look and feel quite normal and 
great credit is due to all the staff for working so hard to keep it that way. 

Here’s our monthly glimpse into what’s happening in the classrooms – see if 

you can match the photos to each class’s activities!  
The youngest children in Reception Class have loved exploring the properties of 

ice and playing in the classroom 

igloo as part of their Winter 
Wonderland topic. They have also 

been writing their names in glitter 

and learning about cold places and 
the animals that live there.  

For Maths this week, Year One have 

been learning all about coins. They 
now know which one is which and 

how to exchange and combine them 

to pay for different items. Financial 
wizards of the future perhaps!  

Year Two have been studying 

fairytales. They created their own story maps for The Great Fairytale Disaster 
and used them to retell the story to a friend. They also used ideas from Jack 

and the Beanstalk to explore different types of movement in PE.  

Oh my goodness, the children in Year Three have been writing all over their 
tables! Don’t worry, no need to call the Head - it’s all part of their English work 

on how to record speech. They used whiteboard markers to write sentences 

with speech in and put pieces of macaroni where the speech marks should be. 
What fun!  

We often hear the complaint that people are forgetting how to use real maps 

these days with so many online 
options. Not a bit of it in Year Four at 

least; as part of their Geography work 

the children have been learning to use 
atlases to name and locate rivers, and 

identify the continents and countries 

they are in. If your satnav breaks 
down, you know who to call!  

We’re quite a way up the school now 

but even so you might be surprised to 
hear that Year Five’s recent Design 

Technology project involved the study of pneumatic systems! They used their 

previous knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to learn how high pressure is 
created when air is “squashed” and looked at how this can be used in the real 

world. They put theory into practice by using balloons, syringes and tubes to 



make actual working models of various 
types of machinery. The pictures don’t 

really do their creations justice – if you 

want to see them in action take a look at 
the videos on the Year Five page on the 

school website.  

At the end of January there was great 
excitement in Year Six over the news 

that applications were now open for the 

new school prefect system. The 
application process involved filling in a 

form with details of why they would 

make a good prefect, doing a 
presentation to the rest of the class on 

what they would bring to the role, and 

being “interviewed” by the class teachers 
and headteacher Mrs Gilmour. All good preparation for the “real” world of work 

in a few years! Look out for pictures of the successful candidates in next 

month’s edition.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Puzzles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Across 

1  ‘If you love those who love you, what — is that to you?’ (Luke 6:32) (6) 

4  ‘They threw the ship’s — overboard’ (Acts 27:19) (6) 
7  The first murderer (Genesis 4:8) (4) 

8  He was the head Levite in charge of the singing when the ark of God was 

brought back to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 15:22) (8) 

9  Samson was noted for this (Judges 16:6) (8) 

13 Solicit money or food from passers by (Acts 3:2) (3) 

16 What William Booth’s Christian Mission became in 1878 (9,4) 
17 Alliance of Religions and Conservation (1,1,1) 

19 ‘I will praise your name for ever and ever. — — I will praise you’ (Psalm 

145:1–2) (5,3) 
24 Simon had (anag.) (8) 

25 Desperate (Deuteronomy 28:48) (4) 

26 Elisha witnessed the boy he was seeking to resuscitate do this seven times 
before opening his eyes (2 Kings 4:35) (6) 

27 The belly and thighs of the statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream were made of 

this (Daniel 2:32) (6) 



 
Down 

1  ‘Before the — crows, you will disown me three times’ (Matthew 26:75) (4) 

2  Relating to the books of the Bible between Acts and Revelation (9) 
3  ‘They have — the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have 

put him!’ (John 20:2) (5) 

4  Belief (5) 
5  ‘Take the following fine spices: ... 250 shekels of fragrant — ’ (Exodus 

30:23) (4) 

6  ‘Do not — Jerusalem, but wait for the gift’ (Acts 1:4) (5) 
10 A seer (anag.) (5) 

11 ‘Even there your hand will — me’ (Psalm 139:10) (5) 

12 The wild variety was part of John the Baptist’s diet (Mark 1:6) (5) 
13 A non-Greek speaker who was looked down on by civilized people 

(Colossians 3:11) (9) 

14 Famous 1950s musical whose characters included members of 
16 Across, — and Dolls (4) 

15 The province from which Paul wrote to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 

16:19) (4) 
18 ‘He was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring — — his 

hand’ (Ezekiel 40:3) (3,2) 

20 ‘Today, if you hear his — , do not harden your hearts as you did in the 
rebellion’ (Hebrews 3:15) (5) 

21 The Jericho prostitute who hid two Israelite spies on the roof of her house 

(Hebrews 11:31) (5) 
22 ‘And now these three remain: faith, — and love. But the greatest of these is 

love’ (1 Corinthians 13:13) (4) 

23 ‘God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end’ (Daniel 
5:26) (4) 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February is the month of romance. Millions of Valentine cards will be sent in 

the next week or two, as we celebrate our romantic love for that special person 

in our lives. But there are other kinds of love to celebrate, and on Candlemas 

we remember Mary and Joseph taking their baby son to the temple to present 

Him to God. Jesus’ whole life was a loving present to us from God.  Through 

His death for us on the cross, and His resurrection, His love can now transform 

anyone’s life. Romance can die, but God’s love for us is always there. But it 

won’t do us much good – unless we accept it! 

Valentine 
Rose 
Romance 
Love 
Present 
Restaurant 
Hearts 
 

Kiss  
hug 
girlfriend 
boyfriend 
fiancé 
worship 
repentance 
 

angels 
baby 
temple 
Mary 
Candlemas 
presentation 
 
 
 



Our classes have now 

started 

St Thomas’ Church Community 

Hall, 

 Church Road, St. Annes 

11.30am - 12.30pm ‘Chair 

Exercise’ Every Monday 

1.30pm- 2.30pm ‘Chair 

Exercise’ Every Monday 

6pm-7pm ‘Fitness Pilates’ 

Every Wednesday 

Further details: Debbie on 

07962 175263 
 



Laughter Lines 

With Valentines Day in mind, here’s some real life quotes out of the mouths of 

babes….. 

 

The Rules of Marriage 

How do you decide who to marry? 

 
You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff. Like, if you like sports, she 

should like it that you like sports, and she should keep the crisps and dip 

coming. - Alan, age 10 
 

No person really decides before they grow up who they're going to marry. God 

decides it all way before, and you get to find out later who you're stuck with. - 

Kirsten, age 10 

 

What is the right age to get married? 
 

23 is the best age because you’ll have known the person FOREVER by then. - 
Camille, age 10 

 

No age is good to get married at. You got to be a fool to get married. - Freddie, 
age 6  

 

How can a stranger tell if two people are married? 
 

You might have to guess, based on whether they seem to be shouting at the 

same children. 
 - Derrick, age 8 

 

What do you think your Mum and Dad have in common?  
 

Both don't want any more kids. - Lori, age 8 

 
What do most people do on a date?   

 

Dates are for having fun, and people should use them to get to know each 
other. Even boys have something to say if you listen long enough. - Lynnette, 

age 8 

 
On the first date, they just tell each other lies and that usually gets them 

interested enough to go for a second date. - Martin, age 10 

 
What would you do on a first date that was turning sour? 

 

I'd run home and play dead. The next day I would call all the newspapers and 
make sure they wrote about me in all the dead columns. - Craig, age 9 



 
When is it okay to kiss someone? 

 

When they're rich. - Pam, age 7 
 

The law says you have to be 18, so I wouldn't want to mess with that. - Curt, 

age 7 
 

If you kiss someone, then you should marry them and have kids with them. 

It's the right thing to do. - Howard, age 8 
 

Is it better to be single or married? 

  
I don't know which is better, but I'll tell you one thing. I'm never going to have 

sex with my wife. I don't want to be all grossed out. - Theodore, age 8 

 
It's better for girls to be single but not for boys. Boys need someone to clean 

up after them.  - Anita, age 9  

 
How would the world be different if people didn’t get married? 

  

There sure would be a lot of kids to explain, wouldn't there? - Kelvin, age 8 
 

And the #1 Favourite is........ 

 
How would you make a marriage work? 

 

Tell your wife that she looks pretty, even if she looks like a lorry. - Ricky, age 

10 

A man stopped by his local florist shop to buy flowers for his new girlfriend on 

Valentine's Day. He asked the proprietor, "You know the expression, 'Say it 

with flowers'?" 
"I do indeed!” the florist enthused. “How about three dozen of my finest 

roses?"  

The man hesitated. "No, make it just a half dozen roses. I'm a man of few 
words." 

 

A minister was preparing to marry a local couple within a couple of weeks. At 
the close of the morning service, he saw them both in the congregation, and 

wanted to ask them to come forward, but he couldn't think of their names. So 

he said: "Will those wanting to get married please come to the front?” 
 

Immediately, nine single ladies, six single men, three widows, and four 

widowers walked up the aisle. 
 

 

 



St James the Least of All 
On how to survive a residential conference  

 

The Rectory 
St James the Least 

 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 

I am glad you enjoyed your conference, but please do not be deluded into 

thinking that conferences are there to teach you anything. Conferences exist to 
provide another entry on your CV, to give you time off while flattering yourself 

that you are working, and to make the person leading it feel that their life is 

not wholly pointless. 
As it happened, I was also invited to the same one, the one entitled ‘Learning 

how to say no.’ But I refused to attend, thereby proving that I didn’t need it 

anyway.    
There are certain useful points you need to learn for conferences. First, about 

half the attendees will have been together only the previous week attending 

another conference in another part of the country. They will be eager, 
enthusiastic, and overflowing with management platitudes. Avoid them at all 

costs. Should one of them say to you: ‘expect the unexpected’ you have my 

permission to strangle them. They won’t have expected that! 
Secondly, when you are all asked to go through that ghastly process of 

introducing yourselves to everyone else, make it up. I think the last time I was 

obliged to do this, I became a butcher specialising in exporting offal to Saudi 
Arabia. All your clerical colleagues will then panic that they have turned up for 

the wrong course and the leader will make sure that you are not asked another 

single question throughout the event. Both outcomes are satisfying. 
Thirdly, do realise that when you are asked to divide into small discussion 

groups, it means that the conference leader has run out of ideas about what to 

do next. Do not, at all costs, volunteer to be chairman. It only means that 
when you have to report back – and if the leaders use the word ‘plenary’, then 

by all means contemplate strangling them also - you will be involved in sticking 

sheets of paper on to walls, which will then rip off the wallpaper when you try 
to remove them.  

You will also have the embarrassment of finding that every felt tip pen you try 

to use will be empty, and what you thought were the conclusions your group 
had arrived at will be volubly contradicted by all the other members. 

No, if you are ever obliged to attend another course, take a good book, enough 

claret to cover every evening away, and develop a debilitating illness that, 
while enabling you to attend every meal, obliges you to retreat to your room 

for the rest of the day. You will leave having learned as much on whatever the 

topic was as your colleagues, but you will return refreshed and eager to make 
the next booking. 

 

Your loving uncle, 
 

Eustace 



 



Puzzle Answers 

Crossword ACROSS: 1, Credit. 4, Tackle. 7, Cain. 8, Kenaniah. 9, Strength. 13, 

Beg. 16, Salvation Army. 17, ARC. 19, Every day. 24, Admonish. 25, Dire. 26, 

Sneeze. 27, Bronze. 

DOWN: 1, Cock. 2, Epistolic. 3, Taken. 4, Tenet. 5, Cane. 6, Leave. 10, Erase. 11, 

Guide. 12, Honey. 13, Barbarian. 14, Guys. 15, Asia. 18, Rod in. 20, Voice. 21, 

Rahab. 22, Hope. 23, Mene. 



 



Notes From the Editor 

Happy New Year! I hope that everyone managed to have some turkey and a 

little tipple over the festive period. With the wind whipping up to 40mph, it 

doesn’t seem like it, but spring is gradually on its way. It won’t be long before 

the clocks go forward, and the nights are lighter again.  

I had a more chaotic end/start to the year than I would have preferred. It 

started the day before Christmas Eve when I drove Steve’s lovely BMW over 

one of the concrete beam supports in Aldi’s underground carpark. The result 

being that a few bits fell off the car and the tyre burst. Some lovely people 

came to my rescue, and I got home safely. Thankfully, Steve isn’t particularly 

precious about the undercarriage of his car, so he just gave me a hug and 

continued to cook dinner. 

We had a lovely Christmas Day which started with opening stockings in bed, 

continued with church in the morning, dropping dinner off for a Covid isolating 

friend, then more presents and a lovely turkey dinner with the children and my 

Father-in-Law.  

We had planned to celebrate New Year by going down south to visit my family 

as normal (having missed it last year we were very excited), however Finneus 

woke up a couple of days before and didn’t look too well. A quick test 

confirmed the worst, Covid was back!  

Finneus and I managed to escape when Steve had it a few months ago but it 

caught up in the end. Two weeks later he was out of isolation, back at school 

and I had again escaped. In fact, I even bragged about being indestructible on 

a team meeting at work. 7 hours later, I was eating my words, feverish, sore 

and tucked up in bed with a positive test on the side. I felt fairly grim for a 

while but am happily on the mend now. 

It was a bumpy time for a while but as 

with most things in life, if you can’t 

control it, you just need to go with it and 

make the best of what you can. I’m 

absolutely positive that Finneus enjoyed 

the extra time at home with no 

homework and additional TV time! 

I’m not one for making resolutions, 

however the elusive 10 pounds that I 

meant to lose 10 years ago really needs 

to shift as I have a rather special birthday coming up in May and I’d like to 

wear a dress designed for someone at least 10 years younger than me! Don’t 

be offended if I turn down a biscuit or two over the coming months.  

For now, there’s a hot bath upstairs with my name on and a busy weekend 

ahead, so I’ll leave you with this marvellous sunset that I managed to catch on 

New Years Eve. Not a bad way to say a final farewell to 2021. 

Until next time, take care.  

Kaye 


