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Dear Friends, 
 

As most of you will know, I was absent from church at Easter, due to having 
tested positive for Covid. I was actually very lucky as I wasn’t badly affected at 

all, but all the same it came as a blow to miss celebrating Easter in church for 

the first time since the 1970s. 
Firstly, can I say how grateful I am to Helen Hornby, Debbie Wood and Peter 

Watson for making sure St. Thomas’ Easter worship continued unaffected by 

my absence. But then can I say how much this experience made me aware of 
being part of a worshipping community. In the garden on Easter Eve, I could 

hear “Thine be the glory” drifting across from church and was able to join in 

with those words of celebration. On Easter Day I was able to join in the on-line 

worship. It made me more aware than ever of how we are all linked together in 

Christ, members of the one Body. 

It sometimes strikes me that one of the sillier aspects of modern church life is 
that we are supposed to keep records of the numbers of people who attend 

worship and send annual returns into the diocese. I can see why on a practical 

level they want these, but on a theological level it is nonsense. When we 
celebrate Communion together, we are united with the “angels, archangels and 

all the company of heaven”. Every Christian who has ever lived or ever will live 

is there with us. I recall thinking on the Sunday after my father died that he 
hadn’t been able to come to church with me for years, but he was there now. 

This one-ness in Christ also transcends denominational boundaries. One of my 
favourite church memories from our time in Spain was the “International 
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Mass”, shortly before Christmas, led by the Spanish Roman Catholics, but in 
which we English-speaking Anglicans, the Scandinavian Lutherans and the 

Romanian Orthodox also participated. People have said how good it was at the 

end of our Pentecost Walk when the clergy of the different traditions joined in 
saying the blessing together. 

As Christians, we are all pilgrims on the same journey home to our Father in 

heaven. We are all called to help and encourage each other on the road. While 
it is good physically to join in worship with others, when we cannot be present, 

perhaps when we ourselves are not able or do not feel able to pray, we can 

know that there are millions of other people praying and worshipping God on 
our behalf. Even as we sleep, there are those around the world maintaining the 

rhythm of prayer. 

In the Easter story the risen Jesus appears to his friends on a series of 
occasions in ways that transcend the laws of time and space. The risen Jesus is 

no longer bound by normal physical laws. As his Body on earth, we, Christ’s 

Church, normally operate within the same limitations as the rest of humanity, 
but we are not totally confined by those limits. United with our risen and 

ascended Lord, we are part of something much, much bigger. 
       

May you continue to experience the joy of this Easter season. 
               Yours in Christ. 
                   Chris Scargill 
 

 



As well as our website, we are on Facebook and YouTube! Use these to receive 

up to date information about online worship, upcoming services and local 

community events. Most smartphones have these apps already built in or you 

can google them on your home computer. If you are struggling to access us 

online, feel free to call the editor (Kaye) for support on the number below. 

Our next edition of No Doubt will be available from Sunday 5th June.  

The last day to submit your items for publication will be Friday 27th May. 

Anything sent after this date is welcome but may not be printed until the 

following edition; however, please do call me and I will be as flexible as 

possible.  

Email khazel82@gmail.com or call 07985278791. 

This month’s cover photo: A Resting Place for All @Parish Pump    

 

Forthcoming Services  

 

1st May Third Sunday of Easter 
10.30a.m. Morning Worship for 

Eastertide with Holy Baptism of 

Ronnie Ray Falkingham 
7p.m.  Holy Communion (said) 

 

5th May kept as St. Philip and St. 
James 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 
8th May Fourth Sunday of 

Eastertide 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 
7p.m. Compline 

 

10th May 
2p.m. Church Nursery Praise 

 

12th May kept as St Matthias 
10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 

15th May Fifth Sunday of Easter 
(Start of Christian Aid Week) 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion. 

 
19th May St. Dunstan 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 
22nd May Sixth Sunday of Easter 

10.30a.m.Parish Communion 

7p.m. Compline 

26th May Ascension Day 
10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 

29th May Sunday after the 
Ascension 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

followed by A.P.C.M. 
 

2nd June 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion to 
celebrate the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

 
5th June Pentecost 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion with 

special prayers to mark the Platinum 
Jubilee. 

             

FROM THE REGISTERS 

Burial of Ashes: 

9th April  (Diana) Elaine Wicks (83) 
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Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

Our annual parochial church meeting, together with the vestry meeting for the 

election of churchwardens, will take place after the morning service on Sunday 

29th May. (The Sunday after Ascension Day). In order to keep proceedings 
reasonably short, it is our hope to make reports available in church and on the 

website in advance of the meeting, so, if you are responsible for producing a 

report on a particular aspect of church life, could you try to make it available 
well in advance. We will also be seeking nominations for the various church 

officers and for membership of the church council, so please give some thought 

as to whether God is calling you to a new role in the life of St Thomas’. 

 

Church Flowers 

1st May    Dorothy and Michael Notman 

8th May    Sylvia Williams giving thanks for 

family 

15th May  Margaret Erwin in memory of  
               Anthony               

22nd May  Vacant 

29th May   Vacant 
5th June    Aileen and Eric Williamson 

 

Please let me know if you are able to fill any 
vacant dates or would like an arrangement in church for any occasion. 

Thanks Glenys 

International Aid for Ukraine Update 

Thank you to everyone who has donated goods and money. To date I have 
delivered 3 car loads  to the depot at Lostock Hall. 15 lorries packed with 

goods have already been sent to Ukraine. I'm sure you will be pleased to read 

the update and see photographs of the good work being done by the team. 
Thank you, Glenys.  
 

Refreshments 

We now have volunteers who have kindly stepped forward to help with tea and coffee 

after the Sunday services (many thanks). We would love a couple more names to 

maintain enough cover for when people may be away. Please contact Kaye if you 

would like to support even if its every now and then. All offers are appreciated.  



  



             



Parish Prayer Diary 

Sunday 1st May   Warwick Road, Kenilworth Road and Leamington Road. 

                         Our Pilates sessions. 

Sunday 8th May   Shalbourne Road and Lancaster Avenue. Our Pastoral Care 

                         Team.  

Sunday 15th May Hornby Road and Eastbank Road. St Thomas’s Primary  

                         School: staff, pupils, parents and governors.  

Sunday 22nd May Park Road and Richmond Road. Arnold King Edward and 

                         Queen Mary School.  

Sunday 29th May Cartmell Road and Riley Avenue. Clifton Primary School.  

                         Clifton Nursery.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christian Aid Week 

We’re raising our voices to call for climate justice. Together we can restore 

justice to our world. 

In Zimbabwe, the climate crisis is 

causing aching hunger for 

families like  

Jessica’s. 

The combined effects of the 

Covid-19 pandemic, conflict, and 

drought have robbed her of the 
power to provide for her children. 

And 7,000 miles away, the war in Ukraine will drive up food prices in 

Zimbabwe and around the globe. 

Without the fertiliser and food - like wheat and cooking oil - that Ukraine and 

Russia produce, vulnerable families will be pushed even deeper into hunger. 

But hope does not disappoint. Hope lives in you. 
Your gifts this Christian Aid Week could help Jessica set up water taps on her 

farm, learn to grow food, and provide seeds that thrive in drought – giving her 

all she needs to turn her dry, dusty land into a garden of hope.  
Join us this Christian Aid Week and help turn hunger into hope. 

With every gift, every action, every prayer, we celebrate and share hope with 

our sisters and brothers facing crisis around the world, from Ukraine to 
Zimbabwe. 

Collection envelopes will be available in church during May. 



100 Club Draw March/April 2022 

 

06/03   £40   93    VAL JENNINGS 
            £10   89   PEGGY WOLSTENHOLME 

 

13/03   £40   101  SUZIE NICHOLAS 
            £10   20   DAWN DUNCAN 

 

20/03   £40   36    MICHAEL NOTMAN 
            £10   32   HEATHER BLACKMAN 

 

27/03   £40   41    MYLES DAVIES 
            £10   88   KATH ASQUITH 

 

03/04   £40   56   TIM SMITH 
            £10   61   DOROTHY NOTMAN 

 

10/04   £40   44   JOHN DAVIES 
            £10   31   IAN PINCHES 

 

17/04   £40   49   EDDIE NICHOLAS 
            £10   93   VAL JENNINGS 

 

24/04   £40   03    LILIAN HAWORTH 
            £10   83   AILEEN WILLIAMSON 



BRF Centenary 2022 
 

Many regular church-goers, once a week, listen to a few short passages and a 

sermon but few of us regularly read the bible at home. One reason is the size 
and complexity. The Old Testament contains 39 books and the New Testament 

contains 27, written over several centuries by many different authors.  Some 

Bibles also have a section called the Apocrypha written after the Old Testament 
and before the New. 

A simple way to start is to use a Bible Reading scheme, an inexpensive guide, 

which provides notes designed to get us going. This is where the Bible Reading 
Fellowship can help. It provides daily readings from the Bible with helpful 

commentaries, reflections and prayers. It is 100 years from its humble 

beginning in Brixton since the Rev Leslie Mannering offered the first leaflet of 
Bible readings to his congregation at St Matthews Church. In 1922 it was 

known as the Fellowship of St Matthew and then in 1926 as the Bible Reading 

Fellowship. 
We have a group membership here at St Thomas’ and would love more people 

to join us.  For more information on how to join and become a subscriber or 

sample the reading material for free, have a word with Maurice Unsworth 
(Branch Secretary) or Tel: 711335. 

Blessed Lord 

Who caused all Holy Scriptures 
To be written for our learning: 

Help us so to hear them, 

To read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them…..(Collect for Bible Sunday) 
 

 

Easter Services 

Well Easter certainly came with a bang this year! To echo Chris’s words, it was 

fabulous to see everyone pull together to provide a normal weekend and those 

that were unable to attend in person were still able to remain involved. 

We pulled off a bonfire, Easter egg hunt, some crafts, services, singing, 

candles and as always, a wonderful sense of community and belonging.  

The floral arrangements were absolutely beautiful and really made a huge 

impact when you walked into church. I hope you enjoy the photos that were 

taken of the various festivities that took place.  

It felt great to have some young children around once again and they all left 

with copious amounts of chocolate goodies and baskets that they made 

themselves.  

We are really keen to resume some regular youth work but to do so, we need 

some regular volunteers. If you think you may have a few hours to contribute, 

then please let one of the church wardens know. Even a few hours once a 

month could make a huge difference to what we are able to offer the younger 

community of St Thomas’s and beyond! 

 

Many thanks, 

Kaye 



 



 



 



School News May 2022  
 

Friday 22nd April was World Earth Day – a day of 

reflection about the environment, climate change 
and what can be done to protect our planet. As you 

would expect, the school thoroughly embraced this 

opportunity to help the children understand the 
issues involved and their responsibilities towards 

both the local environment and the wider world. 

Whole school and individual class activities took 
place throughout the day, with parents and families 

invited to get involved too by sending in resources, 

donating wildflower seeds and creating Eco Bricks 
at home.  

 

The children 
planted 

saplings to 

create a 
Queen’s Jubilee Green Canopy, made 

“flower bombs” to sow seeds in the 

wildlife garden, built furniture out of Eco 
Bricks and also studied a chosen 

continent in class, learning about its 

ecology and native animals and plants. 
In particular they looked at endangered 

species, why they are endangered and 

what can be done to help increase their 

numbers. They thoroughly enjoyed finding 
out some “fantastic facts” – here are just a 

few of the things they discovered ….  

 
Year One learnt about Asia, and 

particularly one of its most famous 

animals, the giant panda. They learned 
that when pandas are born they are blind, 

pink, hairless and only seven inches long. 

They also found out that adult pandas need 
to eat 40 pounds of bamboo every day and 

that the use of it for building, and 

consequent destruction of the bamboo 
forests, is therefore a severe threat to their 

survival. On a more lighthearted note, the 

children also produced some very cute 
images of pandas in their art work!  

 



Year Two studied North America and were sad to find that there are many 
endangered species there, including the luna moth, monk seal, bald eagle and 

black-footed ferret. They also made pledges to change or do something that 

would have an impact on our environment. Perhaps we should take a leaf out 
of their book.  

 

Year Five learned about South 
America, the home of the toucan. Did 

you know that there are at least 

fifteen different species of toucan? All 
of them have huge bills – in some 

cases more than half the length of 

their body. Sadly, their popularity as 
pets and the destruction of South 

American rainforest has caused them 

to become endangered. Closer to 
home, the class also did a beach 

litter pick with Tracy Hope from Fylde 

Coast LoveMyBeach. They did a great 
job and the beach was certainly a lot 

cleaner and safer after their efforts.  
 

In other news: Year 2 teacher Corinne 

Mason, not content with having done three 
half marathons in the past year, surpassed 

herself this month by running the Manchester 
Marathon and raising over £1250 for the 

North West Air Ambulance. This is a cause 

that is very dear to her heart due to the 
NWAA coming to her family’s aid after a car 

accident in 2016, and since that time she has 

raised over four thousand pounds for them. 

Wow – well done Mrs Mason!  

And finally, the search for a new headteacher 

has now moved on a step further, with 
interviews for potential candidates towards 

the end of May. Finding the right person to 

lead our school is an important but daunting 
task; please keep all those concerned  in 

your prayers. 

 
Mandy Palmer  

 
Amazing news coming from school and well-done Mrs 

Mason! What an achievement-Kaye 



Puzzles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Across 

1  Overpowered (Deuteronomy 11:4) (11) 
9  ‘The — are mantled with corn’ (Psalm 65:13) (7) 

10 ‘Each man—a sword to his side’(Exodus32:27)(5) 
11 On the death of Jesus the curtain in the temple was torn from— to bottom 

(Matthew 27:51) (3) 
13 Stagger(Isaiah 28:7)(4) 

16 ‘Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought——and doesn’t do it, sins’ (James 
4:17) (2,2) 

17 Stir up or provoke(Acts13:50)(6) 
18 Burden(Luke11:46)(4) 

20 ‘As far as the east is from the—,so far has he removed our transgressions from us’ 

(Psalm 103:12) (4) 
21 Sign(Luke23:38)(6) 

22 ‘After that, Jesus poured water into a basin and began to—his disciples’ feet’ (John 
13:5) (4) 

23 The nature of the seven ears of corn which swallowed up the good ears in 
Pharaoh’s dream (Genesis 41:23) (4) 

25 Has(anag.)(3) 
28 ‘This is the account of Shem, Ham and Japheth,—sons’ (Genesis 10:1) (5) 



29 ‘I will...make them drunk, so that they...sleep for—and— awake’ (Jeremiah 51:39) 
(4,3) 

30 Paul said of him, ‘he often refreshes me and is not ashamed of my chains’ (2 
Timothy 1:16) (11) 

Down 
2  Worth (Matthew 13:46) (5) 

3  ‘A bruised — he will not break’ (Matthew 12:20) (4) 
4  ‘Suddenly a great company of the heavenly — appeared with the angel’ (Luke 

2:13) (4) 
5  Slip (anag.) (4) 

6  ‘Take an awl and push it through his — — into the door, and he will become your 
servant for life’ (Deuteronomy 15:17) (3,4) 

7  Bountiful (2 Corinthians 8:2) (11) 
8  ‘Therefore, as we have — , let us do good to all people’ (Galatians 6:10) (11) 

12 Acquire(2Timothy2:10)(6) 

14 Container cover(Numbers19:15)(3) 
15 ‘He...became obedient to death, even death on——!’ (Philippians 2:8) (1,5) 

19 Refrain(1Peter2:11)(7) 
20 ‘She began to—his feet with her tears’(Luke7:38)(3) 

24 One who worships Brahma, Vishnu or Shiva(5) 
25 ‘Give to everyone who—you’(Luke6:30)(4) 

26 ‘I lift up my eyes to the hills; where does my—come from?’ (Psalm 121:1) (4) 
27 One of those whom the Lord said would be taken from Jerusalem and Judah as 

judgment on them (Isaiah 3:2) (4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A prayer for Ukraine 
Lord, we pray for Ukraine, a nation in which 70% of the population call 

themselves Christian. You, Lord, make wars cease to the end of the earth; you 

break bows, shatter spears, and burn shields with fire [Psalm 46:9]. And so, 
we ask you now to save the lives of many people in Ukraine. De-escalate this 

crisis. We hear of wars and rumours of wars (Matt. 24:6], but you Lord are our 

rock, our fortress and our deliverer. Our hope is in you. And so, we address the 
nations now. In the name of Jesus we say: “Be still and know God! He is 

exalted among the nations; He shall be exalted in the earth [Psalm 

46:10].  Kyrie eleison – Lord have mercy. 
 

Ukraine 
War 
Cease 
Earth 
Break 
 
Bows 
Shatter  

Spears 
Burn  
Shields  
 
Fire 
Save 
many 
Lives 

Crisis 
 
Lord 
Our  
Rock 
Fortress 
Deliverer 
 

Hope  
In  
You 
Be  
Still  
 
 
 



St James the Least of All 

 

On the perils of the church picnic 

 
The Rectory 

St James the Least 

 
My dear Nephew Darren 

 

A Spring parish picnic is always a good idea – although you must bear some 
details in mind. First, whatever date you choose will turn out be the wettest of 

the year. English picnics are invariably eaten under umbrellas while wearing 

Wellingtons and the sort of determinedly cheerful look that defies anyone to 

admit they would rather be home in front of the fire. 

Second, no matter how early in the year, wasps will emerge from hibernation 

in huge numbers, and terrorise Mrs Hornby with the picnic baskets. And thirdly, 
someone will bring along their (hungry) dog. Last time Colonel Psmith’s spaniel 

outdid herself: she leapt up, head butted a piece of Madeira cake out of Mrs 

Horngirdle’s hand - and ate the lot – before even a crumb could touch the 
ground. A good piece of field work, that. 

 

Half-way through the afternoon, some over-excited member of the party will 
decide to arrange a game of rounders. (Mr Poppinjay tried this one year, as in 

his youth he had been athletic. Fortunately, the ambulance got there quickly, 

and the ankle healed well.)  Then the mothers who join in will completely 
ignore the ball sailing past them, while they discuss some burning topic of 

Mother’s Union gossip.  

 
In the meantime, the young choir members, who were the reason for 

arranging the game in the first place, will have drifted off to the lake to throw 

stones at the ducks while no one is looking. 
For our annual picnic, I use my own car, making sure it is so full of clerical 

robes and church magazines that no one else can fit in. Throughout the day, I 

keep returning to it to make sure no one has broken in to steal the Communion 
wine – and taking the opportunity to catch up on the cricket scores. By the 

middle of the afternoon, I usually remember that some urgent duty, such as 
blessing a traction engine, demands my departure. 

The rest of the party, by now soaked, cold and knowing the coach to take them 

home is still several hours off, only wish they had such demanding work to tear 
them away. 

 

Your loving uncle, 
 

Eustace 

 

 



Laughter Lines 

A young minister took his heavily pregnant wife to the Maternity Hospital and 

was told it would be a long labour. So, he agreed to ring at lunchtime for news. 

But when he phoned, he dialled the wrong number and got the County Cricket 
Ground. He said: “I brought my wife to your place early this morning. Is there 

any news?”   

He was surprised to be told: “Yes, there are seven out and the last two were 
ducks.” 

 
On the church noticeboard:  Contact lens found in church. See vicar. If you 
can. 

 

(Q) What do you call a person who likes Monday mornings? (A) Retired. 

 

It is said that the Welsh film industry has spent lockdown planning to remake 

numerous well-known films, but this time with a Welsh flavour. The following 

have been suggested as sure winners:   

• Nine and a Half Leeks  

• The Lost Boyos  

• Dai Hard  

• The Eagle has Llandudno  

• The Magnificent Severn  

• Haverfordwest Was Won  

• Austin Powys  

• Independence Dai  

• The 

Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch That Time 

Forgot  

• The Bridge on the River Wye  

• The Welsh Patient  

• Look Back in Bangor  

• Evans Can Wait  

• A Fishguard Called Rhondda  

• Where Eagles Aberdare  

• Dial M For Merthyr 

 

My wife gets really mad that I don’t 

have any sense of direction. So I 

packed up my stuff and right. 

 

 



 



 



Puzzle Answers 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



Notes from the Editor 

This is it. It’s officially the last time I will write to you as a 30-something young 

firecracker! I won’t be in church on the 8th May as I plan to be nursing my head 

from the night before and eating leftover birthday cake for breakfast.  

I’m being taken out for a surprise trip with my family and best friend on bank 

holiday Monday, have been told to keep various other times and days free and 

I know for definite that Steve has ordered cake so it is shaping up to be one 

heck of a celebration!  

Now, I never lost the elusive 10lbs but it won’t put a dampener on anything, 

I’ll just make it ‘the elusive 14lbs’ after the birthday celebrations are over.  

Ami and I are heading off again to Keswick at the end of May for the mountain 

festival and an 18-mile hike around Derwent Water. We’ll climb Catbells, Walla 

Crag and Latrigg on the way round. It’s a toughie but this will be the third time 

we have headed up to do it although last year we camped in a questionable 

field with questionable facilities due to all other accommodation being booked. 

This year we were in time to get a good room close to the lake and I’m so 

glad! You wouldn’t believe the difference a cuppa and a hot shower makes 

after 18 miles of walking (not only to us but other people’s nostrils!). We’ve 

booked dinner at a Mexican eatery later in the evening and will be ready for 

some food and cocktails! 

The week after, Steve, Finneus and I will be heading to Scotland for 5 days and 

celebrating Finneus’ 12th birthday while we are there. He’s asked to go bowling, 

make a cake and have his choice of dinner for the evening. Then at the end of 

June, we are going to an anime and gaming convention in Manchester (in dress 

up although the cool kids call it Cos-Play) so I’ll have some great pictures to 

pop in over the next few months and lots of lovely things to look forward to.  

It has been such a hard couple of years for everybody, but this finally feels like 

the first normal time I have had since 2019! 

I’m not sad about saying goodbye to another decade. The aging process means 

that I get to see the children I love grow up, the seasons change, plans come 

to fruition and infinite new experiences open up. Also, being a grown up does 

mean that you can eat cake for breakfast, biscuits for dinner and Prosecco for 

pudding and nobody gets to tell you that you 

can’t (I wonder if anyone has guessed yet why 

the 10lbs remains elusive)! Indeed, I have 

already decided that the next time I say 

goodbye to a decade, I’ll be doing it wearing a 

full ball gown, regardless of what the 

arrangements are.  

So, in preparation of good times to come where 

my age will begin with a 4 instead of a 3, I have 

enclosed a photo from when I was 4 years old. If 

only I looked as sweet as I did back then!  

Until next time, Kaye. 


