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 Dear Friends, 

This month opens with both the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and the feast of 

Pentecost. These two apparently very different celebrations coming together 
actually says something very important about our national life and indeed our 

Constitution. 

Next time you hold a coin, look at the words round the edge - 
“Elizabeth D.G. Reg. F.D.”: “Elizabeth by the grace of God, Queen, Defender of 

the Faith”. 

In a letter in a church magazine, you might expect me to focus on the “Fidei 
Defensor” bit and talk about the Queen’s exemplary witness to her faith. I 

actually find the Queen’s personal faith extremely impressive, but what seems 

to me particularly important is the first part of those titles - “By the grace of 
God...”. Most modern democracies, even those that retain their monarchies, 

maintain that sovereignty lies with the will of the people. In England, we are 

told, the Queen in Parliament (i.e. acting on the advice of her elected ministers 
and the consent of the M.P.s) is sovereign. But actually, her title doesn’t say 

that. It says that the Queen’s authority derives from God. Ultimately God is 

sovereign. 
This means that no matter how many people vote for a government, no matter 

how big a majority they may have, that doesn’t necessarily make its policies 
right. What the people want, what the government wants, is only right if it is in 

accordance with what God wants. Since we believe that God wants what is best 

for us, that shouldn’t come as any great surprise. However, the big question we 
then have to answer is how do we know what God wants? 
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That brings us back to Pentecost and the giving of the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit is the Spirit of Wisdom and Truth and we, as individuals, can pray for 

guidance, both for our politicians and for ourselves (though in both cases that 

guidance is open to being ignored). But the Church too has a role to play in 
interpreting what the Bible and the Christian tradition has to say about how we 

live and how society should be organised. People sometimes say that the 

Church should keep out of politics, but if the role of the Church is not to try to 
help us to understand what God is saying to his children, then I am not sure 

what that role is! 

Of course, Christians may differ about how the country should be run or how 
society should be organised. As with so many other questions, there isn’t a 

single Christian view. But it does mean that when it comes to local or national 

election time, we need to pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. It means 
that we need to judge our politicians and their programmes by what we believe 

God shows us in Jesus Christ about how humans should live. They will fall short 

of that ideal, as we all do, but at least they need to have a vision which is not 
totally at odds with the Gospel. 

At the same time we can give thanks that we have as our head of state a lady, 

who sees her duties as a calling from God and who seeks to witness to her 
faith in God, at the heart of our national life. 

 

   Yours in Christ, 
                Chris Scargill 
 

 



As well as our website, we are on Facebook and YouTube! Use these to receive 

up to date information about online worship, upcoming services and local 

community events. Most smartphones have these apps already built in or you 

can google them on your home computer. If you are struggling to access us 

online, feel free to call the editor (Kaye) for support on the number below. 

Our next edition of No Doubt will be available from Sunday 3rd July.  

The last day to submit your items for publication will be Friday 25th June. 

Anything sent after this date is welcome but may not be printed until the 

following edition; however, please do call me and I will be as flexible as 

possible.  

Email khazel82@gmail.com or call 07985278791. 

This month’s cover photo: Platinum Jubilee @Parish Pump    

 

Forthcoming Services  
 

2nd June 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion to 
celebrate the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

 
5th June Pentecost 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion with 

special prayers to mark the Platinum 
Jubilee. 

 

8th June Thomas Ken 
9a.m. School Service 

 

9th June St Columba kept as St. 
Barnabas 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 
12th June Trinity Sunday 

10.30a.m. Morning Worship with 

Holy Baptism 
7p.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 

16th June Corpus Christi 
10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 

19th June 1st Sunday after Trinity 
10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

 

23rd June St. Etheldreda kept as 
Birth of St John the Baptist 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 

26th June 2nd Sunday after Trinity 
10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

7p.m. Compline 

 
28th June St. Irenaeus 

2p.m. Church/Nursery Praise 

 
30th June kept as Saints Peter 

and Paul 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 
 

3rd July St. Thomas the Apostle : 

Patronal Festival 
10.30a.m. Patronal Festival 

Eucharist 

 
7th July 

10.30 Holy Communion (said) 

 

From the Registers 
 
Baptism 

1st May Ronnie Ray Falkingham 
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Church Flowers 

5th June   Aileen and Eric Williamson 

12th June  Vacant 

19th June  Janet and Graham  Smith 

26th June  Dorothy Thomas in  

               memory of Doug 

2nd July   Doreen Croasdale in  

               memory of Jack 

 

If you are able to fill any vacancies or 

would like flowers for any occasion, 

please have a word with me. 

Thank you Glenys 

 

International Aid for Ukraine Update 

Thank you to everyone supporting the appeal through the International Aid 

Trust however they are still in great need of our help. Please leave items in the 

boxes at the back of church. Dawn is working hard sewing the blankets, which 
have been gratefully received. Alternatively, please leave a cash donation in 

the basket to help with transport costs. 

Thank you, Glenys. 
 

Childrens Society  
  

I will be collecting the house boxes again during July so that the donations may 
be sent in. If you are able to bring your box to church either Sunday or 

Thursday during July and leave it in the yellow box at the back of church, that 

would be very helpful. If you are unable to come to church during that time, 
please let me know and I will be happy to collect it. If you do not have a 

Children’s Society collection box but would like to give a donation, I would be 

very pleased to receive it and send it in at the same time. If you would 
like to have a small box to save loose change in please see me in church and I 

will bring one for you. 

You can contact me on 01253 725600 
 

Thank you, Aileen.  

http://still.in/


Incumbent’s Report 2021 
 

2021 might best be described as a cautious year, a year in which we started 
back in strict lockdown and then, from March onwards, gradually emerged into 

something which looked more like normality, but was never quite normal. On 

Mothering Sunday, we could gather for worship, but without hymns. By Easter 
Day there were hymns, but only the choir were singing them. Even when 

congregational singing returned, our number of hymns was restricted. 

Communion remained in one kind. Though our celebration of Christmas was far 
more normal than the previous year, the school carol service and nativity were 

virtual, while the AKS Carol Service, which was going ahead in its traditional 

form had to be cancelled at short notice. Even now things are not quite as they 
were. 

Yet perhaps that is the point. Nothing ever is the way it was. Things change, 

with or without Covid. Cardinal Newman wrote “To live is to change and to be 
perfect is to have changed often.” 

So, there were positive changes during 2021. At the end of 2020 We were sad 

to learn that Mandy and Ian Palmer were intending to lay down the job of 
editing and producing the magazine. It says everything for the size of shoes 

they left behind them (not literally of course) that our first reaction was panic. 

However, Kaye Houston stepped forward to take on the role and has made it 
her own. 

At the end of this year Mandy also advised us of her intention to give up being 
our organist. Again, we wondered how on earth we would manage, but we 

have been fortunate enough to find an excellent new organist, Dr. Kevin 

Morgan, who took over the role of musical director for St Thomas’ in February 
2022.  Some of the younger families within our church community have done 

tremendous work tending the church grounds, while Kaye’s son Finneus has 

found a niche through the year as David Bennett’s apprentice at the sound 
desk, “flying solo” for the first time a few weeks ago. 

For 2022 we have moved to a pre-printed weekly sheet for our readings, while 

the lessons we learned from adapting the services because of Covid have now 
been incorporated into a revised service book, whose production was Ian 

Palmer’s final flourish before he gave up producing the weekly service sheets.  

While not all the members of the congregation who worshipped with us before 
Covid have felt able return to regular “in person” worship (and a number now 

worship with us as part of the Communion of saints) numbers have gradually 

built up to between forty and fifty most Sundays. In September we were 
delighted to be asked to allow the filming of our “Blessing of the animals” 

service for the diocese’s monthly multi-lingual on-line service. The service was 

well attended, and it was a very joyous and meaningful experience for all 
involved – human and otherwise. While much of our children’s work remained 

suspended through the year, such well-loved services as Christingle and the 

Crib service did take place once more and we were able to come together with 
other churches in the Square for the blessing of the Crib following on from the 

Switching on of the Christmas lights. It is encouraging that the Town Council 

seem keen to be involved in this event on an ongoing basis. While for much of 



2021 I was not able to lead worship in school, I was able to supply a weekly 
on-line school act of worship via YouTube. 

Financially, 2021 was by no means easy and we had to advise the diocese that 

we would be unable to pay our Parish Share in full. However, they were 
sufficiently convinced by our efforts to offer us a reduction, so that our 

contribution could be considered as paid in full. They did however say that they 

felt our regular congregation should consider increasing their giving and we 
plan to have a guest preacher from the diocese later in the year to encourage 

us to examine our stewardship. 

Of all the aspects of St. Thomas’ community life it has been the social activities 
which have been hardest hit. We managed to run a suitably distanced 

Christmas Quiz Night towards the end of the year and Spring 2022 has seen 

the return of refreshments after the Sunday morning service. However, Covid 
forced us to face up to the need to look afresh at the social life and fellowship 

of St Thomas’, once so strong, but which had been in decline well before the 

pandemic. However, the form any new activities will take remains unclear. 
Similarly, our activities for children and young people were already in need of a 

rethink in Spring 2020 and now we have the opportunity to build back 

differently. There are already plans under consideration, but what are 
desperately needed are adult volunteers. That will be the challenge for 2022 

and the following years, but it is a challenge we have to address if we are to 

survive as a church. 
The last year has seen a number of people decide to stand down from their 

previous roles, most notably Kath Asquith, who has worked tirelessly as 

churchwarden since before I came to St Thomas’. Our grateful thanks go out to 
her and to all who have worked so hard in the past and we ask your prayers for 

all who will take on these roles for the future. 

 

Parish Prayer Diary 
 

5th June   Lima Road, Wentworth Mews and Sunningdale Court. St Annes  

                College Grammar School.   

12th June Newbury Road, Kintbury Road and Hungerford Road. Clifton   

                Hospital:doctors, patients, nurses and staff and all who provide  

               medical care in St Annes. 

19th June Alexandria Drive, Lightburne Avenue and The Boulevard. The local 

               nursing homes. 

26th June Arnside Avenue and Ulverston Crescent. The local rest and  

                retirement homes and all who provide care in the local community. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Churchwardens Report to APCM May 29th 2022 

Churchwardens at time of writing – Kath Asquith & Joy Swarbrick 

 

The continuing restrictions and Covid 19 lockdowns have continued to make a 

huge impact on the church over the last twelve months. It is only now that we 

feel in a position to work out our way forwards which poses many challenges to 

resources, both in available people and finances. 

Last year we reported on a water leak that United Utilities have suspected 

exists for several years but has still not been found. United Utilities did 

communicate to say it may have been located and we hoped they were going 

to sort it out, but that is now well over a year ago! 

The storms over the winter caused some damage to the roof, which has now 

been repaired. Whilst it was covered by our insurance policy, it happened on 

two separate occasions, (separated by about a week) which meant that we had 

to pay two excesses. Following one of the storms a chunk of masonry from 

around the window fell down behind the font. This was unfortunately not 

covered by the insurance as the assessor didn’t feel it was necessarily storm 

related but was the result of the ongoing decay of the building. It is a sign that 

there are probably going to be major and costly maintenance issues to be 

faced over the coming years. The small piles of brick dust around the church 



after strong winds are a general reminder of the slow erosion and decay of our 

bricks and stonework. We are due to have a quinquennial inspection once an 

architect is appointed. That will no doubt highlight the extent of the problem. 

A small group of our younger families have formed a maintenance team and 

are working specifically on improving the state of our grounds. They have been 

cutting the grass, have planted some shrubs and worked on getting rid of the 

bracken in the flowerbeds. They also hope to be able to expose the memorial 

stones that have become covered and hopefully level them up a little. They 

have also consulted the tree preservation officer regarding potentially 

attending to some of the trees. 

Our neighbours in the flats on the site of the old vicarage were concerned that 

some of our trees on their border were having an impact on their light. They 

organised and financed pruning once the necessary permissions had been 

received.  

We had a break in when the fire doors to the small hall were forced open to 

gain entry, then numerous other locks were broken and keys scattered across 

the office. The perpetrator fortunately left behind anything of value and was 

clearly hoping to find lots of money in a church early on a Monday morning! As 

a result, all the locks into the Hall, link corridor, office and vestry were changed 

as we didn’t know whether any keys had been found and taken for subsequent 

use. This has given us an opportunity to create a new record of who has keys 

for the church buildings. If you are loaned a key, then an agreement form will 

need to be completed.  

During Covid we relied on using the screen and single use, printed sheets for 

our services. With the relaxing of restrictions and the retirement from 

preparing service sheets, readings etc by Ian Palmer new service books have 

been produced (prepared by Ian), reflecting the alterations in our regular 

Sunday worship. The screen developed a faulty switch on Palm Sunday and is 

awaiting repair.  

One of the windows in the small hall was somehow cracked and the sealed unit 

had to be replaced. The blocked drain and outflow pipe from the flower room 

have also been fixed. 

We were able to continue opening the Lady Chapel daily for private prayer 

through the lockdowns of 2021, cleaning frequently touched surfaces daily 

when locking up. This rigorous cleaning routine has now been relaxed and we 

have returned some more chairs into the space. We have been told that the 

regular opening during lockdowns was appreciated by many people.  

We have managed to livestream our services using a mobile phone, but in the 

longer term will need to provide some better technology to help us continue 

this method of sharing and communicating with the wider community. A kind 

offer has been made to purchase some equipment for us. We are making 

enquiries about how this can be enabled as simply as possible. Whilst live 

streaming will continue, we aim to try our best to ensure that people are free 

to come up for Communion  without being filmed.    



Our sidesperson rota lapsed during Covid, but now the time seems right to re-

introduce the welcoming role to our church. Would you be prepared to offer 

your services on a rota? This would require arriving a little earlier than normal 

to welcome people as they arrive at church, hand out books and show 

newcomers where to sit if required. After the service books need collecting and 

tidying and people may need directing for refreshments. It is not an onerous 

job but being able to welcome people with a friendly smile and answer any 

queries is a vital part of service to this community.  

With the rise in fuel prices, potential repairs being highlighted when we have 

our quinquennial and the need to try and pay our parish share the next couple 

of years are likely to be financially challenging. Please pray regularly for the 

mission and outreach of this community. Change is inevitable because without 

it, we will wither and die.  

Joy Swarbrick 

 

Thank you so much for the detailed updates everyone. Kath, many thanks for 

all your work over the years as church warden. I’m sure that I am not the only 

one who would like to take the opportunity to express deep gratitude for 

everything that you have done for our parish – Kaye. 

 

 



Calendar Girls 

 

If you thought St Anne’s Parish Operatic Society spent all their time 
entertaining us with Christmas Pantos then think again as their summer show 

could hardly be more different: it’s 

the Fylde Coast Premiere of Calendar 
Girls – The Musical!  

The film “Calendar Girls”, based on 

the true story of the members of the 
Rylstone Women’s Institute and their 

now infamous charity calendar, was a 

huge box office success and changed 
people’s perception of the WI for 

ever. The musical version, with the 

same themes of love, loss and 
friendship  woven into unforgettable 

songs written by Gary Barlow, is a 

simply stunning show and it’s a huge coup for SAPOS to be the first amateur 
group allowed to perform it in our local area.  

Don’t be deceived into thinking this is just a story about women for women. 

The characters range from angst-ridden teenagers trying to negotiate the 
agonies of first love to the elderly couple who delight in completing the daily 

crossword - and each others’ sentences. Hilariously funny, moving, inspiring 

and uplifting – this is a show that has something for everyone. Not only that, 
but every performance contributes to the millions of pounds already raised for 

Blood Cancer UK, 

Macmillan and other 
cancer charities by the 

Calendar Girls 

franchise. So you can 
do some good and 

have fun at the same 

time!  
Experienced local 

director Rosie Withers 
has gathered some of 

the best talent in the 

Fylde to join the SAPOS 
team, but there will be 

plenty of familiar faces 

amongst the cast too. 
The society has been a  good friend to our church over the years so do try and 

support the show if you can.  

 
Tickets are available from Lowther Pavilion Box Office (tel: 01253 794221) or 

via the website - https://lowtherpavilion.co.uk 

 

 

https://lowtherpavilion.co.uk/


 



School News June 2022 

As I write, the staff and pupils are taking a much needed break after a half 

term that, at last, is starting to see school life return to something like 

normality.  
 

Unfortunately, for 

Year 6, that meant 
being the first 

class in two years 

to have to 
undertake the 

dreaded SATs 

tests! To help 

them prepare, 

they had a yoga 

session, which was 
a great success. 

The children tried 

out different breathing techniques and relaxation poses, and ended the session 
by giving each other compliments and thinking of positive affirmations to 

remind themselves how amazing 

they were. Whether it was due to 
that or not, they certainly took 

the tests completely in their 

stride and thoroughly deserved 
their celebrations including a  

“pizza and pyjama day” at the 

end of the week!   
 

The school is, of course, on 

holiday during the Jubilee 
weekend but that doesn’t mean 

the event has been forgotten. Far 
from it! On the last day of term, 

every child proudly took home a 

Platinum Jubilee commemorative 

coin produced by the Royal Mint 

– a gift from the school to remind 

them that they have been part of 
this moment of “Living History”.  

And each class has also been 

preparing for the school’s special 
celebration on 17th June. Year 5, 

for instance have thoroughly 

enjoyed creating Jubilee designs 
in the style of Jackson Pollock. 

Well – splatting paint onto a horizontal surface is always going to be fun isn’t 

it? But it can also create some great results, as you can see here.  



Meanwhile, the school governors 
were busy with the important job 

of finding someone to lead our 

school forward. I know many of 
you have been keeping this in 

your prayers. I am delighted to 

say that the governors have made 
an appointment and I will look 

forward to telling you more about 

our new head teacher in next 
month’s magazine.  

Mandy Palmer  

 

 

These are marvellous! Well done 
to all the children for creating 
some really good artwork in 
celebration of the Queen. 

I hope that all of year 6 class 
enjoyed their day of treats and 
we wish them all the best in 
their future pursuits. I know the 
SATS can be a daunting time 
but it certainly sounds as if you 
have done your very best! Kaye 
 

 

 
 



 



 



St Thomas’ Nursery 

It’s proving to be a busy term with lots of bank holidays to work around and 

activities to get done. We are currently 

having a fund-raising week to support our 

local RNLI, which is a really worthy charity; 

we spent lots of time at Beach School 

visiting the Life boat station and soon we 

will be extending our learning to the 

memorial of the Mexico disaster and looking 

at the statue on the promenade.  We have 

been making flags, selling yellow wellie boot 

biscuits and 

we even 

made a 

model boat 

in the 

nursery 

garden to play in. On Friday, to end the week, 

we are having a family event in the nursery 

garden, with more fun activities, to share with 

family and friends. Mr Morrow has made us a 

brilliant model lifeboatman to go with the 

fantastic lifeboat we made a few years ago from 

recyclable plastics that we found.  

We have been carefully watching the birds in the 

garden collecting materials for their nests and 

making sure their chicks are well fed as well as 

watching the frogs and the frogspawn in 

the pond to see what’s going to happen 

next. We have been learning all about the 

life-cycles of different species and how they 

magically change into different creatures. 

Our very own caterpillars have grown and 

have just changed into cocoons, so we will 

patiently watch and wait until they change 

into beautiful Painted Lady butterflies.  

At Beach School we have been 

concentrating on pollution and how to keep 

our environment clean and tidy, taking our 

“grabbers” to the beach to collect any 

rubbish we find on the way or in the pond 

or on the beach itself. The children are 

learning about what colour bin the different 

rubbish goes into, which they also practise 

at lunch times, with our own special bins 



inside nursery, by putting their lunch rubbish 

or recycling in the appropriate bins. We also try 

to help the children understand, not just about 

re-cycling, but re-using the things we throw 

away or using them for a different purpose. 

The children are getting a real understanding 

of this which is great! Our next project is 

foraging for edible plants and cooking them 

back at nursery! 

We have also enjoyed being back at church for 

our afternoon Nursery Praise sessions. We took 

Bertie our nursery bear down to church with 

us. We learned a new song and hunted through 

church for pictures of sheep, to accompany the 

story of the “Lost Sheep”. It was lovely to be 

back and looking at all the interesting things in 

the big church building. We also celebrated. 

Eid 

Murburak 

with friends 

at nursery, 

learning 

songs, 

making 

crafts and 

decorating 

the setting 

with moons 

and stars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our other exciting news is that from September we will be offering extended 

hours! 

We hope this will welcome more families to our setting and make our 

wonderful “Outstanding” provision more accessible to more children, aged 2,3- 

and 4. 

We will now be open from 7.30 am-5.30pm 

We also have an open morning on 18/06/22 10am-12 

 

 



Trinity Sunday 
Some of you may know that in a previous life I 

was a professional dancer and so would like to 

explain the inter-connectedness of the Holy 

Trinity through dance movements.  
In my career as a dancer, I concentrated on 

ballet, modern and contemporary dance however, 

I’d like to explain the Trinity through ballroom 

dancing as I know most of us have enjoyed 

watching the TV series Strictly Come Dancing.  

You will have noticed how two dancers move 

together, anticipating each other’s moves as they 

hear and feel the music, each with their own 

steps, each moving independently, but at the 

same time doing so in such harmony that each 

partner is shown to their best, and something  

wonderful is created between them.  

These dance movements can be seen as a representation, an image of the life 

of the Holy Trinity -although in this case there are three dancers!   

Three persons that move together in the way that best shows them off and 

creates something wonderful between them. The Christian life too is meant to 

be this kind of ‘movement together’ – each of us allowed to be the best we can 

be at the things that we do best, while allowing others to use their abilities and 

gifts, and together creating something wonderful. Credit Debbie Wood  

 



Puzzles                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Across 

1  Evil (Genesis 6:5) (10)  

7 Musician called for by Elisha when he met the kings of Israel, Judah and 

Edom (2 Kings 3:15) (7)  

8 The request that led to the institution of the Lord’s Prayer: ‘Lord, — us to 

pray’ (Luke 11:1) (5)  

10 ‘We are hard pressed on every—’(2Corinthians4:8)(4)  

11 Fraud (2Corinthians6:8)(8)  

13 ‘His troops advance in force; they build a siege ramp against me and — 

around my tent’ (Job 19:12) (6)  

15 Where Rachel hid Laban’s household gods when he searched his daughter’s 

tent (Genesis 31:34) (6)  

17 ‘Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be—’ (1  

Corinthians 12:1) (8)  

18 Nomadic dwelling(Genesis26:25)(4)  

21 ‘As for man, his days are like—,he flourishes like a flower of the field’  

(Psalm 103:15) (5)  

22 Or I live (anag.)(7)  

23 Those guilty of 1 Across(Romans13:4)(10)  



Down  

  

1 ‘God so loved the — that he gave his one and only Son’ (John 3:16) (5)  

2 ‘Away in a manger, no — for a bed’ (4)  

3 Mob ten (anag.) (6)  

4 ‘Each — group made its own gods in several towns where they settled’ (2  

Kings 17:29) (8)  

5 Began (Luke 9:46) (7)  

6 Speaking very softly (John 7:32) (10)  

9  Workers Ruth joined when she arrived in Bethlehem with her mother-in-law  

Naomi (Ruth 2:3) (10) 12 Put in jail(Acts22:19)(8)  

14 Aceturn(anag.)(7)  

16 Discharge(Acts21:3)(6)  

19 ‘All these—come from inside and make a man “unclean”’ (Mark 7:23) (5)  

20 ‘Let us rejoice and be glad and — him glory!’(Revelation19:7)(4)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year Her Majesty The Queen became the first British Monarch to celebrate 

a Platinum Jubilee marking 70 years of service to the people of the United 

Kingdom, the Realms and the Commonwealth.   

Celebrations will include The Queen’s Birthday Parade (Trooping the  

Colour) on 2nd June when more than 1,400 parading soldiers, 200 horses and 

400 musicians will come together. Beginning at Buckingham Palace, the Parade 

will move down The Mall to Horse Guard's Parade, joined by Members of the 

Royal Family on horseback and in carriages. The Parade will close with the 

traditional RAF fly-past, watched by The Queen and Members of the Royal 

Family from the Buckingham Palace balcony.  

Platinum Jubilee Beacons: The United Kingdom’s long tradition of 

celebrating Royal Jubilees, Weddings and Coronations with the lighting of 

beacons will also continue. Over 1,500 beacons will be lit throughout the  

United Kingdom, Channel Islands, Isle of Man and UK Overseas Territories.  

Majesty  
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British   
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Seventy  

Years  

Service  

United   

Kingdom  

Realms  

Commonwealth  

Celebrations  

Birthday  

Parade  

Trooping   

Colour  

Soldiers  

  

Horses  

Buckingham  

Palace  

Balcony  

Beacons  

  

  



St James the Least of All 
Beware all donations! 
The Rectory 

St James the Least 
 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 

This has been an unusual month: we have moved from 

hysterical excitement to deep disappointment within the space of days. 
For many years, our vestry has displayed an oil painting generously donated by 

the Dowager Duchess of Stansby – given to us, I suspect, because her son, the 

tenth Duke, would not allow it in his house. It was supposed to depict Daniel in 
the lions’ den, although I always thought it looked more like a prospective 

adopter visiting a dog rescue centre. The Dowager was less than pleased when 

it wasn’t made the centrepiece in the sanctuary, but we managed to persuade 
her that her exceptional work of art would be safer from theft if locked away. 

Then - our cleaner happened to knock it off the wall. If it had landed in her 

bucket of disinfectant and been totally destroyed, it would have been a sadness 
I suspect I could have learned to bear. But something more interesting 

happened. Some of the Dowager’s oil was chipped off – to reveal a painting 

underneath of what looked like a cherub. 
The cleaner told the churchwarden, who instructed her not to tell anyone about 

the find. This inevitably meant that, within the hour, the entire parish knew of 

the discovery of what had already been transformed into a priceless pre-
Raphaelite treasure. Our churchwarden has yet to learn the fact that if you tell 

someone something in complete confidence, they assume it means they can 

only tell one other person at a time. 
By evening, mutually opposed camps had already formed. Miss Timmins 

wanted the treasure to be placed in a side chapel, as a shrine, preferably with 

candles permanently burning beside it. She envisaged St James the Least of All 
becoming a place of pilgrimage, and that this yet-to-be revealed cherub may 

work miracles of healing. She was already asking for opinions about where the 

car park should be built to cater for the thousands of tourists who would soon 
be flocking here. Another group wanted to sell it as soon as possible and use 

the money to repair our church tower. A third group insisted the fortune it 

would raise be given to African 
missionaries. Meanwhile, the tenth Duke was consulting his solicitors to see 

how he might get the canvas back to his castle. 

We compromised by getting the thing X-rayed, to see what work of art lay 
underneath. It turned out to be by a local artist who had painted an advert for 

the village pharmacist to sell his own brand of gripe water.  

Shrines, towers and good deeds were quietly forgotten and the last we heard 
of the tenth Duke was that he was consulting a second set of solicitors to see if 

he can get out of paying the first set for the work that they had done to 
retrieve the painting. 

Your loving uncle, 

 
Eustace 



Laughter Lines  

  

Techie trouble  

The vicar had technical problems with the sound system one Sunday. Instead 

of starting the service as usual with ‘The Lord be with you’, he said: “There’s 

something wrong with the microphone.”  

Not hearing this, the congregation responded: “And also with you.” Now 

doesn’t this sound like something we can all relate to?!-Kaye.  

  

Signing the register at a wedding, the groom had difficulty in making his 

ballpoint pen work. “Put your weight on it,” said the vicar. So the groom 

complied: ‘John Smith (12 stone, four pounds)’  

  

A young curate who had just been ordained stepped in to take the sermon at 

very short notice, because the vicar was ill. At the end of the sermon, he 

explained apologetically: “At such short notice I’m afraid I just had to rely on 

the Holy Spirit. Next week I hope to do better.”  

  

As you get older, you've got to stay positive. For example, the other day I fell 

down the stairs. Instead of getting upset, I just thought, "Wow, that's the 

fastest I've moved in years."  

  

I told my boss that three companies were after me and therefore I wanted a 

raise from him. My boss asked what companies wanted me. “Gas, water and 

electricity.”  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptism 

It was wonderful to welcome 

Ronnie Ray Falkingham and his 

family to St Thomas’s Church for 

the event of his baptism in May. 

It was a lovely service and 

young Ronnie Ray did incredibly 

well at the font while all eyes 

were on him.  

Good luck in your future journey 

Ronnie Ray and know that we 

will always be here for you along 

the way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Puzzle Answers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Colour In 



Notes From the Editor 

I finished work on Friday for 9 glorious day’s off of work. On Monday, we set 

off for Scotland where Finneus will turn 12 on Wednesday. We have a cake 

packed and ready to go along with cards and a few gifts for him.  

May has been a really jam packed month and my 

birthday came and went so quickly I nearly 

missed it. I was blown away by all the well 

wishes, cards and presents I received. It is also 

my long-suffering best friend Ami’s birthday two 

days before mine so at the weekend, we headed 

over to her house for a joint celebration and had 

food, cake, drinks and a really good time. I was 

thoroughly spoilt, and my presents included 

prosecco (numerous bottles), plants, candles, 

jewellery, a surprise trip to Bath in July, an 

outing to Manchester to go axe throwing and a 

set of bagpipes to name a few. It was certainly a 

day I won’t forget in a hurry! 

Last weekend Ami and I set off to the Lake 

District for Keswick Mountain Festival. We took part in the three peaks 

challenge which took us on an 18 mile trek around Derwent Water where we 

climbed Catbells, Walla Crag and Latrigg (we did it last year and are quite 

clearly gluttons for punishment). It took us around 8 and a half hours and after 

a shower and a cuppa, we went out for dinner and 

ate our body weight in Mexican food at a lovely 

small place called Bar Es. I was ready for home on 

Sunday and walking like a penguin until around 

Wednesday. 

My brand-new washing machine went on the blink 

after only three weeks so all my sweaty clothes 

had to ferment for a while until an engineer came 

out. He arrived on Tuesday and pulled half a pen 

out of the pump. A very sheepish Finneus realised 

he hadn’t emptied his school blazer pockets and 

apologised profusely. So, the past week has been 

spent playing laundry catch up and trying to get 

everything sorted for leaving tomorrow. I am so 

ready for the beach, bingo and chip suppers for 

the rest of the week.  

For anyone following the tale of the elusive 10lbs, it remained at 10 after my 

birthday, I lost two and a half last week but am fully expecting that to be 

replaced by tattie scones and haggis by the end of the week. I’ll keep you 

posted! Until next time, 

Kaye.  


