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Dear Friends, 
The month of July begins with our patronal festival, the feast of St Thomas the 

Apostle on 3rd of July, when we celebrate and pray for the life of our church 

community. Towards the end of the month, on 26th July, we celebrate the feast 
of St. Anne, the mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary, who gave her name to our 

town, and so that date is a good time to pray for God’s blessing on our wider 

local community, as well as for our brothers and sisters at St Anne’s Parish 
Church. 

Thus, it is not surprising that my thoughts have been running on the theme of 

community. Since the 18th century there has been a tendency to focus, in 
Christian thinking and in politics and society on the importance of the 

individual. We often hear preachers talking about us having a personal 

relationship with God, which is all well and good, provided that, while I think of 

the way God loves me and in Christ gave his life for me, I do not forget that he 

loves everyone else as well. I cannot pursue my own relationship with God at 

the expense of my relationships with those around me (both those I know and 
those I don’t know). I often tell couples bringing their child for baptism that 

being a Christian is like setting out on a journey, a pilgrimage, but we make 

that journey as part of a crowd of others going the same way. And we are 
supposed to help, support and encourage each other on that journey. 

Similarly, there is a school of thought in politics and economics, which argues 

that individuals should be left as free from regulation as possible so they can 
forge ahead, and make money and that way everyone will be more prosperous. 

This may be true up to a point, but we cannot forget that we all have a 

responsibility to the other members of the community, that the stronger should 



help the weaker and our prosperity should not come at the price of someone 
else’s impoverishment. In the same way, though freedom of choice and the 

liberty to live the sort of lifestyle you prefer is important, I do not have the 

unfettered right to live in a way that will adversely impact on others. 
This season in our Church life is named after the Trinity – the Christian 

understanding that at the heart of all things is a community of three persons, 

perfectly united in love and mutual respect. Of course, being human, we are 
never going to achieve that level of unity, but our Church life should aim to 

reflect, however imperfectly, that perfect community which we see in the 

Trinity, and thus model the unity and harmony of heaven to the world around 
us. 

              Yours in Christ, 
                Chris Scargill 



As well as our website, we are on Facebook and YouTube! Use these to receive 

up to date information about online worship, upcoming services and local 

community events. Most smartphones have these apps already built in or you 

can google them on your home computer. If you are struggling to access us 

online, feel free to call the editor (Kaye) for support on the number below. 

Our next edition of No Doubt will be available from Sunday 7th August. Please 

note, this will be a double edition covering August and September.  

The last day to submit your items for publication will be Friday 29th July. 

Anything sent after this date is welcome but may not be printed until the 

following edition; however, please do call me and I will be as flexible as 

possible. Email khazel82@gmail.com or call 07985278791. 

This month’s cover photo: Light and Shade at Kew @Parish Pump. 

Forthcoming Services  

3rd July Feast of St Thomas the 

Apostle 
10.30a.m. Patronal Festival Parish 

Communion 

 
5th July 

9a.m. School Communion service 

(all welcome) 
 

7th July 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion by 
extension (said) 

 

10th July 4th Sunday after Trinity 
10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

7p.m. Compline 

 
13th July 

11a.m. Join Bishop Julian for prayers 

for the deanery at Christ Church 
Wesham. 

 

14th July John Keble priest and 
poet 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 
17th July 5th Sunday after Trinity 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

 

18th July 

2p.m. School celebration and 
leavers’ service 

 

21st July kept as St Mary 
Magdalene 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 
24th July 6th Sunday after Trinity 

10.30a.m. Morning Worship for the   

feast of St James and Holy Baptism 
of Marley May McDonough 

 

7p.m.        Holy Communion (said) 
 

28th July 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 
 

31st July 7th Sunday after Trinity 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 
 

4th August kept as the feast of 

the Transfiguration 
10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 

7th August 8th Sunday after 
Trinity 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 
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From the Registers 

Baptisms 
12th June  Lillie Thea Elliott Crow. 

 

It was wonderful to welcome Lillie, her family and friends to the family of St 
Thomas’ during her baptism in June. We wish you a world of joy, peace and 

prosperity in your future. Wherever life may lead you, we are always here to 

guide you on your way. Best of luck Lillie.  



Parish Prayer Diary 
 

3rd July   Main Drive, Buckley Grove and Bowden Lane. Churches of other    

               traditions in St Annes and our joint activities with them, including  
               through Churches Together. 

 

10th July  Fairways and Beauclerk Road. Face to Face.  
 

17th July  Silverdale Road, North Houses Lane and South Moss Road. Leisure    

       and tourism in St Annes. 

24th July Harrogate Road and Sawley Avenue. The hotels and guest houses in  

       St Annes. 

31st July Lawrence Avenue and Church Road. Local shops, businesses and  

       industries. 

 

Church Flowers 
 

2nd July   Doreen Croasdale in memory of Jack 

10th July Barbara and John Davies in memory    
               of Annie and Robert Davies 

17th July  June Medlycot  for Anne 

24th July  Sylvia Williams in thanksgiving for  
                family 

31st July   Vacant 

7th August Dawn Duncan 

Please speak to Glenys if you wish to reserve a date.  



 



International Aid 

 

Thanks to Dawn and Bill who took another load down to the depot at Lostock 

Hall. Lorries are now leaving on a weekly basis loaded with goods for Ukraine. 

They are now asking for very good quality summer clothes and shoes along 

with all other items of food and toiletries. Please do make a donation towards 

transport costs if possible. If you are able to, please consider buying a couple 

of tins or packets of food each week along with your shopping, one for Ukraine 

and one for the food bank. This would be gratefully received. Baskets are 

available at the back of church. Thank you. 
Here is the latest information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Recycling Printer Ink Cartridges for Charity Reminder 
There is a box at the back of church for recycling printer ink 

cartridges. This will not only be good for the planet, but it will also help Poverty 

Child, a charity dedicated to making life better for street and slum connected 
children living in the developing world. 

 

Church Hall Cellar 
Since our last New to You there has been an accumulation of boxes and bags 
left in the cellar under the stage, which has now got to the stage of causing a 

Fire and Safety risk. 

We are hoping to organise another New to You in the autumn and will be very 
grateful for the provision of things to sell but, in the meantime, we would ask 

that nothing is put in the cellar without prior notice to a member of the Social 

Committee or one of our Church Wardens. Thank You. 

The Social Committee . 

 

Big Thanks 
I would like to thank all members of the congregation and Ministry team who 

kindly donated towards the wonderful presents I received on my last Sunday 

as Church Warden.    
I have enjoyed my role as warden over the past years and hope to continue to 

be of some service in the following years to come.    

I look forward to meeting you again regularly as a Church Parishioner.    
 

Kind regards, Kath. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We are so pleased that you loved your presents Kath and the bracelet is 

gorgeous! What good luck that it coincided with the fantastic Jubilee 

celebrations as well. I didn’t quite make it in time to get some photos of all the 

delicious cakes but it was a lovely event. The hall looked very festive and Kevin 

did a grand job on the piano playing some tunes. It was a great day, thank you 

so much to the organisers. Enjoy your retirement Kath! Kaye. 

100 Club Draw May-June 2022 
 

1st May   £40   45   Anne Singleton 

             £10   66   Graeme Duguid 
 

8th May   £40   63   Marie Williams 

              £10   69   Sylvia Williams 
 

15th May  £40   77   Eloise White 

              £10   50 Jennifer Blackman 

 

22nd May  £40   15   Pat Kelly 

               £10   52   Eddie Nicholas 
 

29th May  £40   84   Eric Williamson 

              £10   14   Jos Hoyle 
 

5th June   £40   10   Pat Raynor 

              £10   05   George Jennings 
 

 

 

12th June £40   66   Graeme Duguid 

              £10   71   Lawrence    
                             Blackman 

     

19th June £40   20   Dawn Duncan 
              £10   78   Gill Mutton 

 

26th June £40   06   Wendy Buckler 

              £10   72   Tom Williamson 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 



CHURCHWARDENS 
Our annual meeting on May 29th marked the end of an era for St Thomas’ as 

Kath Asquith (with, I suspect, a mixture of regret and relief) laid down her 

churchwarden’s staff of office after serving the church in this role for an 
amazing 13 years. I well remember the day we came to look around the parish 

prior to interview and how Kath made us so welcome. Her obvious love for St 

Thomas’ was clear for anyone to see. Thank you so much Kath for all that you 
have done over the years both for the church as a whole and for me as the 

vicar. We are all so very grateful. 

We are also very grateful that Joy Swarbrick has agreed to continue in post, 
thus providing that important element of continuity in our church life, while we 

are delighted to welcome David Bennett (a man who has forgotten more about 

the life of St Thomas’ than most of us will ever know) as our new 
churchwarden. David and Joy were admitted to office by Bishop Julian at the 

visitation service in Lancaster Priory on 8th June. 

Thank you to them both for taking on this important responsibility and thanks 
too to all the members of the P.C.C. past and present for their ongoing 

contribution to the life of  St. Thomas’. 

Revd. Chris Scargill. 
 

 

 

I would just like to say 

a big thank you for 

electing me to be your 

new church warden. I 

consider this to be a 

real honour and I will 

do my very best to 

uphold the very high 

standards of my 

predecessors, including 

my mother Dorothy 

who was proud to be 

our first Lady Warden in 

the 1980’s. I think I’m 

the first person at St 

Thomas’ to follow in the 

footsteps of a parent! 

Dave Bennett.  

 

 

 



Greetings with a Smile 

It is most important that everyone who comes to our church whether as a  

regular, newcomer or visitor feels welcome and happy to join us for our 

morning service. To this end we have been considering forming a small group 

of people who would perhaps, on a rota basis, stand at the back of church 

before service starts and help to hand out hymn books, welcome people and 

help newcomers find a seat. If you feel this is something you may like to be 

involved with, please contact myself or Joy over the next few weeks and we 

will work to put something in place. 

Best wishes, 

Dave Bennett. 

 

Making my Contribution 
 
In my pastoral letter this month, I talk about the importance of the idea of 

community. Part of being a community is that everyone has a role to play 
within the life of St. Thomas’. Some hold office within the church. Others help 

with cleaning or maintaining the grounds. Some of us lead worship, others 
provide music for worship. All of us, I hope, pray for each other, for the Church 

and for the wider world. We all have a part to play in maintaining a 

worshipping community at St. Thomas’, so that those who only join us from 
time to time can, as it were, slot into the on-going worship of God. 

I would encourage everyone to listen carefully to God, to see whether he is 

calling you to some particular role within the life of St. Thomas’ or the wider 
Church. However, I would also encourage you to think about your financial 

contribution to our church life. I know that this is a difficult time for many 

people and that prices (especially energy prices) are rising sharply, but this is 
true for the church’s bills too. We cannot complain about the church being cold, 

if we don’t give enough to keep it at least fairly warm! 

Why not, in the coming weeks, think about how much you give? Perhaps think 
about what that would have bought when you started giving it and what it 

would buy now. A few years ago, £5 would have seemed quite a lot of money. 

You would struggle to buy two cups of coffee in a cafe with it now. 
Some of you are not going to be able to give any more than you are doing. 

Even that may be a struggle. Others of you, though, might be able to up your 

giving not just in line with inflation, but a little bit more to make up for those 
who can’t. That’s part of what being a community is all about. 

I simply ask you to give it some thought and prayer. 

Revd. Chris Scargill 

 



  



School News July 2022 
 

With the school on holiday during the national celebrations, their Queen’s 
Jubilee event had to be postponed until Friday 17th June. And it was well worth 

the wait! The school grounds were kitted out in “street party” style and parents 

and relatives flooded in to enjoy a special picnic lunch with the children and 
take part in a “corgi hunt” to find and answer questions about the Royal 

Family. Throughout the afternoon, there were performances by the choir and 

various musicians and each class performed a song from their chosen decade 
of the Queen’s reign. The children had all been invited to take part in a crown 

competition beforehand and the amazing creations they came up with had to 

be seen to be believed! With great difficulty, four winners were eventually 
chosen and presented with their prizes and the afternoon finished with the 

choir leading all present in the singing of the National Anthem. It was, most 

appropriately, a truly memorable occasion for all who attended.  
 

Mr Warrell, our very own “History Man”, has paid 

the school several visits in recent months. This 
term, he delighted Year 2 with an overview of 

monarchs through the ages and then turned up 

as an archaeologist to tell Year 4 all about 
Ancient Egypt. The children were thrilled to come 

into school dressed in ancient Egyptian 

costumes. They learnt about how the ancient 
Egyptians farmed, ate and made tools and 

studied a range of artefacts. They then joined in 

with various activities including playing ancient 
Egyptian games, grinding wheat to make flour 

and making scarab beetles out of clay. As 

always, a history lesson like no other!  

Finally, the school Governors 
are delighted to announce 

the appointment of our new 

headteacher Mrs Lindsay 

Walton. Lindsay has a wealth 

of knowledge and experience 
and is currently a full time 

Deputy Headteacher at St 

Matthew’s Academy in 
Preston. We are all looking 

forward to welcoming her to 

the St Thomas’ family in 
September. 

 

Mandy Palmer  
 



 



Calendar Girls 
If you’ve been keeping an eye on the local press you will undoubtedly have 

seen a lot of references to 

St Anne’s Parish Operatic 
Society and their 

upcoming summer show: 

“Calendar Girls – The 
Musical” which will be 

performed at Lowther 

Pavilion from 20th to 23rd 
July.  

This tale of the members 

of the Rylstone Women’s 
Institute and their now 

infamous charity calendar 

could hardly be more 
different from their usual 

panto offering – but it will certainly be equally entertaining! 

The musical, written by Tim Firth (author of the original film script) with songs 
by Gary Barlow, is the latest incarnation of the Calendar Girls franchise, and 

takes the story to a new level. The main themes of love, loss and friendship 

are the same but in this version we also get to see the story from 
the viewpoint of the husbands and children of the main characters. It all 

combines to provide a truly moving and yet uplifting experience. Be prepared 

to laugh, cry … and come out feeling both uplifted and emotionally drained at 
the same time! 

The show supports 

various cancer 
charities, including 

Blood Cancer UK (the 

beneficiary of the 
original “Calendar 

Girls”) and Macmillan. 

It’s a big coup for 
SAPOS to be the first 

amateur society to 

perform it on the 
Fylde Coast and as 

they have been good 

friends to our church 
in the past it would be lovely to give them some support. Even if it’s not your 

“thing”, please spread to word to friends and family if you can. 

And for those Panto lovers out there: don’t worry, that’s still part of the 
repertoire too. Preparations are already underway for SAPOS’ next offering – 

Aladdin – to be performed in January 2023! 

Tickets for “Calendar Girls – The Musical” are available from Lowther Pavilion 
Box Office (tel: 01253 794221) or via the website - 

https://lowtherpavilion.co.uk



 



Puzzles 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Across 
1  Proverbs describes her as being ‘of noble character’ (Proverbs 31:10) (4) 

3  ‘Shall we go up again — — against the Benjamites, our brothers?’ (Judges 

20:23) (2,6) 
8  A descendant of Shem (Genesis 10:28) (4) 

9  ‘Anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my — ’ (Luke 

14:27) (8) 

11 Resentment(Ephesians 4:31)(10) 

14 In Cain(anag.)(6) 

15 ‘Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to—’ (Psalm 
139:6) (6) 

17 Intense (1 Thessalonians 4:5)(10) 

20 Third Order of the Roman Catholic Church(8) 
21 ‘At midnight the cry rang out, “Here’s the bridegroom!Come out to — him”’ 

(Matthew 25:6) (4) 

22 ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in — ’ (2 
Corinthians 12:9) (8) 

23 ‘As the — pants for streams of water,so my soul pants for you, O God’ 

(Psalm 42:1) (4) 



 
Down 

1 Nickname of popular First World War chaplain, the Revd G.A. Studdert 

Kennedy, — Willie (8) 
2 Occasion of religious joy (Lamentations 2:22) (5,3) 

4 ‘We three kings of — are’ (6) 

5 Allegation or charge (Jude 9) (10) 
6 Kind (1 Chronicles 12:33) (4) 

7 ‘Open your — and look at the fields!’ (John 4:35) (4) 

10 Also known as the Feast of Lights (John10:22)(10) 
12 Area that saw the healing of two demon - possessed men and a herd of pigs 

stampeding to their deaths (Matthew 8:28) (8) 

13 Forebear(James2:21)(8) 
16 Name given to the first two books of the Apocrypha(6) 

18 Esau sold his birthright for this (Genesis25:34)(4) 

19 Rear(anag.)(4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10th July brings us Sea Sunday, the day when Christian churches remember, 

pray and give thanks for the more than 1.5 million merchant seafarers and 

fishermen worldwide. If seafarers seem irrelevant to your daily life, think 

again:  90 per cent of everything you buy in the shops comes to you by sea. 

Merchant seafarers quite literally keep our global economy afloat. Yet it is a 

tough life, far from loved ones.  Merchant ships are harsh working 

environments, never mind the threat of piracy or even shipwreck. 

To help the seafarers, a worldwide network of port chaplains has sprung up. 

They offer hospitality and friendship, as well as practical, emotional and 

spiritual support, providing almost a ‘home from home’ in hundreds of ports, in 

more than 50 countries. You might wish to support one of these three well-

known societies:  The Mission to Seafarers (Anglican), The Apostolate of the 

Sea (Roman Catholic),  and The Sailors’ Society (inter-denominational).
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Carnival Weekend 

St Annes carnival fell over the Jubilee weekend and it was a very well attended 

affair. It was wonderful to see the Churches Together group waving their 

banners and handing out leaflets. We were also incredibly lucky with the 

weather as the following day had turned wet and windy. It felt like a really 

special occasion especially as we were celebrating the reign of the Queen 

alongside. There were numerous stalls in Ashton Gardens afterwards selling  
 

Credit Mark Astin Photography 

Credit Mark Astin Photography 

local craft goods, alcohol, food  and a 

funfair for the children.  

I hope that you all managed to enjoy some 

sort of celebration. There were so many 

floats it was impossible to capture 

everything but as you can see the sun was 

on our side and everyone had a great time 

being out together.  

Kaye.  



 



St James the Least of All                                      
 

 

On why our church is safe from vandals 
 

The Rectory 

St James the Least 
 

My dear Nephew Darren 

 
I was sorry to hear that your church was broken into last week. Since your 

sound system rivals that of any concert hall and your projection equipment 

would put most cinemas to shame, it is not surprising that is what they had 
their sights on. Your bemusement that they never touched your library of 

recordings is less understandable. I would have thought that few thieves would 

have been much interested in renditions of ‘Shine Jesus, Shine’ and other such 
artistic gems. 

It may have been an act of Christian charity to put a sign outside saying 

‘Thieves will be forgiven’, although since they took this as an invitation to 
burgle your house the following evening, I hope your forgiveness still operates. 

Especially as they also stole your favourite guitar. 

Last year, we had unwelcome visitors. The thieves must have spent several 
hours breaking down the church’s 400-year-old oak door to get in. Shame 

about that. Had they bothered to try the handle, they would have discovered 

that we never lock the church anyway. 
Since we have yet to leap forward into the 19th century, there was little to 

attract them. Had they removed the marble sarcophagi of the Earls of 

Lincombe, the money they may have made wouldn’t even have paid for the 
subsequent hernia operations. Inevitably, there was general outrage that the 

poor box had been broken into – although as far as I can remember, for many 

years it had contained nothing more than an old three-penny piece and a 
button. 

For many of our congregation, this represented the End of Civilisation as We 

Know It. Calls were made to have a permanent armed guard on the premises, 
and a few even speculated about the possibility of having strategically placed 

land mines about the place. Mrs Beaufort offered to lend us her fierce 

Pekingese, and Colonel Beauchamp generously offered us his collection of man 
traps. 

 

Perhaps our thieves may be forgiven their crime, but until that three-penny 
piece and button are returned, it will not be forgotten.  

 

 
Your loving uncle, 

 

Eustace 
 

 



Laughter Lines 

What do you call a Roman soldier with hair between his teeth? Glad-e-ate-er. 

My wife complains that I don’t buy her flowers. To be honest I didn’t know she 

sold flowers! 

Scientists have recently discovered a food that greatly reduces sex drive. It’s 

called wedding cake.  

What colour is the wind? Blew. 

Last night my wife asked for peace and quiet while she cooked. So I turned the 

smoke detector off.  

What do you call a sad cup of coffee? A depresso.  

Did you hear about the guy who evaporated? He’ll be mist.  

I went to a bookshop and found a book called “How to solve 50% of your 

problems”. I bought two.  

What do you call a funny group of cows? A laughing stock.  

How does a computer get drunk? It takes screen shots.  

Finally, my winter fat has gone! Now I have spring rolls.  

My doctor told me that I’m going deaf in one ear. That news was hard to hear.  

What do you call a magician without magic? Ian.  

 



 



Puzzle Answers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



Notes from the Editor 

It’s been a bit of an iffy month. Finneus came down with Covid again and 

kindly passed it along to me. I wasn’t expecting it to be as bad with only 

having had it in January however it still managed to force me in to bed on 

Friday and not venture out again until the following Tuesday! 

Before that though, we managed to have a lovely 5 days away in Scotland. On 

the way there we missed the turning off the motorway so had to take a longer 

route through the country. The twists and turns led to a bout of travel sickness 

for Finneus and while we were trying to find somewhere to pull over, a bird 

flew in to the side of the car (this was after Steve trapped my fingers in the 

little compartment where you store your sunglasses). We arrived safely and 

pulled in to the car park. Unfortunately, a little too far over the curb so when 

Steve reversed, the bumper got left behind. We needed a holiday just to get 

over the travelling! Finneus had a great birthday though. We went bowling, 

swimming, played bingo and had some good relaxing family time.  

In happier news, I finally found a builder to renovate our bathroom! By August 

I’ll actually be able to have a real-life, stand-up shower and not have to worry 

about loose floorboards that pop up if you stand in the wrong spot and hit you 

in the face. It’s taken a long time to sort out but it will be worth it.  

We’re on countdown to the school summer holidays and I can’t believe Finneus 

will have completed Year 7. We don’t have any great plans for the summer 

holidays (apart from having stand up showers) but I’m really looking forward 

to taking a couple of weeks off and spending some time at home or at the local 

parks and beach. We definitely need a bit of time to recharge our batteries.  

We get our resident visitor pooch Teddy back at the end of July for a few 

weeks while his family are away so we’ll be back up to a 3 dog, 2 cat 

household. Our neighbour does actually have more kittens for sale but I think 

Steve would leave me if he came home to 

anymore 4 legged fluffballs hidden in the 

bedroom.  

We also have hedgehogs back in the garden! Last 

year we had a mum and a baby but unfortunately 

at the end of summer, I found the mum on the 

road outside our house. I’m positive that the one 

that’s back is the baby from last year though and 

I think they must nest nearby as they always 

appear first thing in the early evening. I never 

use chemicals in the garden so they have safe 

snails and slugs to fill up on and I’ve been putting 

water out during this dry spell. So, despite Covid, 

it has still been a positive few weeks all in all! 

Until next time, Take care. 

 

Kaye. 

 


