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Dear Friends, 
The magazine letter for the summer holiday months is usually an opportunity 

for encouraging people to relax in the beauty of God’s creation and of course I 
do hope you will find the time in the coming months to enjoy the beauties of 

coast and countryside. However, the heat waves and wildfires of July mean that 

this letter has to be less about the beauty of Creation helping us to reflect upon 
God the Creator and more about our responsibility as stewards of that 

Creation. 

The role of humanity, especially in the industrialised nations, in bringing about 
climate change seems to be so clear that to deny it seems either eccentric or 

dishonest. As humans we have to face up to the fact that our actions, our 

decisions, our lifestyle all have consequences for the planet. Coming to terms 

with this is far from easy. We may know there are things we could do, but the 

cost is beyond our resources. I would like to have an electric car, but as yet I 

can’t afford one. I think we could usefully put solar panels on the church hall 
roof, but we don’t have the spare cash to do it. Or we may look around and 

think “It’s all too big and too complicated – what can I do?” So, we end up 

doing nothing. 
Yet there are things we can do. We can all do the basic things like recycling our 

rubbish, not leaving lights on, using the most energy efficient settings for our 

appliances. We can tell canvassers at election time that we won’t be voting for 
parties or candidates who don’t put forward realistic Green policies (and 

actually do what we say). When we go on holidays, we could use the train 



rather than the plane, where possible. You know your own situation better than 
I do, but please give some thought to what you personally can do. 

We all share in collective responsibility for the planet. Like sin itself, the 

problem of climate change is not just a matter of individual actions, but a 
whole complex web of structures in which we are all involved. It isn’t just 

something “they” ought to do something about. 

At one time we could say we were too busy with the immediate problems of 
the world and of our lives to deal with problems which might arise in the 

future. But those “future problems” have started to be part of our here and 

now. We can’t just keep ignoring them and hoping they’ll go away. Nor can we 
say we can’t afford to do anything at the moment. We cannot afford to do 

nothing! 

In September we shall be observing our “Creation” season, when we shall bring 
the needs of the natural environment to God in prayer. But someone once said 

“You shouldn’t pray to God about problems, unless you are prepared to be part 

of the solution.”    

                        Yours in Christ, 
                               Chris Scargill 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

As well as our website, we are on Facebook and YouTube! Use these to receive 

up to date information about online worship, upcoming services and local 

community events. Most smartphones have these apps already built in or you 

can google them on your home computer. If you are struggling to access us 

online, feel free to call the editor (Kaye) for support on the number below. 

Our next edition of No Doubt will be available from Sunday 2nd October.  

The last day to submit your items for publication will be Friday 23rd 

September. Anything sent after this date is welcome but may not be printed 

until the following edition; however, please do call me and I will be as flexible 

as possible.  

Email khazel82@gmail.com or call 07985278791. 

This month’s cover photo: August Carousel@Parish Pump 

Forthcoming Services  

 

4th August 
10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 

7th August 8th Sunday after 
Trinity   

kept as The Feast of the 

Transfiguration 
10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

 

11th August St. Clare of Assisi 
10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 

14th August  9th Sunday after 
Trinity 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

7p.m. Compline for the feast of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

18th August kept as The Feast of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 
21st August 10th Sunday after 

Trinity 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 
 

25th August kept as Feast of St. 

Bartholomew 
10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 

28th August 11th Sunday after 
Trinity 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

7p.m. Compline 
 

1st September St. Giles 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 
 

4th September 12th Sunday after 

Trinity 
10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

 

8th September Birth of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 
11th September 13th Sunday after 

Trinity 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

7p.m. Compline 

 

15th September kept as Holy 
Cross Day 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 
18th September 14th Sunday after 

Trinity 

Sea Sunday – beginning of our 
Creation Season 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 
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22nd September kept as Feast of 

St Matthew 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 
 

25th September 15th Sunday after 

Trinity 
10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

3p.m. Blessing of the Animals 

 
29th September Michaelmas 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion 

 
2nd October Harvest Festival 

10.30a.m. Harvest Festival service 

with St Thomas’ School and Nursery 
7p.m. Holy Communion 

 

 

 

All Things Come From You and of Your Own do we Give You. 

 
In September we are going to launch our stewardship campaign at St 
Thomas’, as we make a real effort to get the church finances back onto 
an even keel after the disruption of Covid when fund raising-activities 
ceased and numbers attending worship dropped. We are conscious that it 
isn’t a very good time to be asking people to think afresh about their 
giving (when is?), but if we want St. Thomas’ to be there witnessing to 
the local community in the way that it has for the last 120 years then we 
really need to ask you to think about whether you can give some more 
Sunday by Sunday. 
It’s appropriate to launch this at the time of year when we are thinking 
about Harvest. The origins of Harvest Festival lie in giving thanks to God 
for all his good gifts to us and what I am suggesting is that our giving 
should reflect something of our gratitude to God for his goodness. 
Some of you are not going to be able to give any more than you are 
doing. Even that may be a struggle. Others of you, though, might be able 
to up your giving not just in line with inflation, but a little bit more to 
make up for those who can’t. 
Some of you may feel more able to give of your time and energy rather 
than money. Some may do both. 
Please do give  some thought over the summer as to how you will 
respond to our Autumn Stewardship campaign. You may have noticed, 
thinking back over the last seven years, that I don’t often talk about 
giving (I prefer to leave it to your judgement) – but there comes a time 
when it is unavoidable. We are in that time now. 

Revd. Chris Scargill 



From the Registers 
Baptism 

24th July MarleyMay McDonough 

 
Funeral 

21st July Roy Nuttall Simpson(85) 

 
Burial of Ashes 

Brian Edward Rawling (85) 

 
Parish Prayer Diary 
 

7th August    Kings Rd and Links Rd. St Annes Town Council 

 

14th August  Bowes Lyon Place and Jubilee Way. Our Diocesan and Deanery  

                    Synods 

 
21st August  Roseway and Greenways. Fylde Borough Council.  

 

28th August  Stratford Road and Shepherd Road. Our No Doubt magazine  
                    team and website team.  

 

It was wonderful 
to welcome 

MarleyMay, her 

family and friends 
to the family of St 

Thomas’ during 

her baptism in 
July. We wish you 

a world of joy, 
peace and 

prosperity in your 

future. Wherever 
life may lead you, 

we are always 

here to guide you 
on your way. Best 

of luck Marley.  



Church Flowers 

31st July      June Medlycot for Shirley and Anne 

 

7th August    Dawn Duncan 
14th August  Kath and Malcolm Asquith 

21st August  Kaye Houston in memory of a dear   

                     friend Jane Walsh      
28th August  Vacant 

 

4th September   Margaret and David Hipkin in  
                          memory of Mary 

11th September Janet and Graham Smith in memory of Dad Holgate 

18th September Vacant 
25th September Vacant 

 

2nd October       Harvest Festival  
We still have some vacancies for flowers during August and September. Please 

consider making a donation towards our displays or choosing a slot to fill 

perhaps in memory or thanksgiving. A donation plate is at the back of church, 
or donations can be handed to myself. 

Thank you, Glenys. 

 



Hampton Court Housegroup 

We would like to say a big thankyou to our church family here at St Thomas’ 

for the lovely Hydrangea presented to us on Sunday 2 July in recognition of 

running our Bible Study Housegroup, until the lock-down in March 2020. 

The presentation was a complete surprise and we are very appreciative of the 

generous gesture and kind words. 

The Housegroup was started at our home in 1982 by Owen Vigeon (former 

vicar of St Thomas). When he left the parish in the mid 80’s we continued to 

lead the Housegroup, meeting once a month and weekly during Lent.  It’s been 

quite a learning curve and we must have covered nearly every Biblical subject 

under the sun over the years.  We have, of course, been aided by York audio 

courses, Bible Reading Fellowship and other religious material, recorded TV and 

radio broadcasts, but most importantly our group members.  We enjoyed 

friendly, informal meetings exploring issues at a gentle pace and gaining from 

each one’s experience, of course a sense of humour was always helpful. 

It has been an immense privilege and joy and we are very grateful for the 

support and friendship of our members, who have been most loyal and 

enriched our life at St Thomas’. 

Maurice and Christine 

 

Well done to both of you for the amazing feat of running a group for such a long time! 

Enjoy your well-deserved rest.-Kaye 

 

New St Thomas' House Group 
 

We gratefully thank Christine and Maurice Unsworth for leading a St Thomas' 

house group for over 30 years. Their decision to retire from this work rather 
than restart after the break caused by the Pandemic is quite understandable.  

As several members of the afternoon Bible study group are no longer able to 

attend it has also been decided not to try to restart that group.   
The Pastoral Care Committee discussed the matter recently and made the 

decision to launch a new monthly house group. 

This will be led by Chris Scargill and Peter Watson with David Bennett as 
host.  We will be meeting at David's house, 39 Rossall Road, Ansdell, on the 

first Wednesday of the month, at 7.15 for 7.30, starting on 7th September.   
The purpose of the group will be to encourage each other in the faith, deepen 

our understanding of the Bible, help us to progress in discipleship and to enjoy 

each other's company.  The focus of the meetings will be prayer, discussion 
and the Bible.  The exact format of the meetings will be flexible. 

All will be welcome.  If anyone needs a lift to the meetings that can be 

arranged.   
Please contact Chris, Peter or David for further information or to let us know if 

you intend to come. 

 

 



Brick Church 

In September we will be experimenting with a 

new family fellowship and worship and activity. 

Brick Church aims to share the Good News of 

Jesus using story, prayer and brick building! We 

hope there will be plenty of time to talk with 

each other and have some fun. Drinks and 

biscuits will be provided. A probable programme 

will be: 

• Welcome 

• Story 

• Brick building 

• Come together to admire creations 

• Prayer 

• Refreshments 

Whilst this is probably most suited to the primary age group, people of any age 

who would like to rekindle their brick building skills will be more than welcome. 

There will be an area with larger, safer building bricks for younger children. All 

children will need to be accompanied by an adult. 

We have a reasonable amount of Lego to start with, but if anyone has some 

undamaged bricks lurking at home that are post 1980’s we would be very 

pleased to add to our collection.  

Brick Church will meet on  17th September 

           15th October 

           19th November 

If anyone would like to help, please speak to Joy.  
 

A SONNET FOR SAINT THOMAS 
‘St Thomas the Apostle’ 
by Malcolm Guite (pronounced ‘geet’) 

“We do not know . . . how can we know the way?” 

Courageous master of the awkward question, 
You spoke the words the others dared not say 

And cut through their evasion and abstraction. 

Oh doubting Thomas, father of my faith, 
You put your finger on the nub of things 

We cannot love some disembodied wraith, 

But flesh and blood must be our king of kings. 
Your teaching is to touch, embrace, anoint, 

Feel after Him and find Him in the flesh. 

Because He loved your awkward counter-point 
The Word has heard and granted you your wish. 

Oh place my hands with yours, help me divine 

The wounded God whose wounds are healing mine. 
 



New to You 
GOOD NEWS 

WE ARE BACK 

THIS AUTUMN WE ARE PLANNING TO HOLD ANOTHER 
NEW TO YOU SALE 

 

The Sale will be held on Wednesday 26th October from 10am until 4pm. 
 

We need help to make the Sale a success, in particular; 

Help from our more ‘able bodied’ members for setting up on Monday evening 
(24th) from 18.00. 

Help with the setting up of stalls with ‘stock‘ on Tuesday (25th) from 10.00. 

Help with the actual selling on Wednesday (26th) from 09.30. 

Help with putting away and clearing up on Thursday (27th) from 10.00. 

 

PLEASE PUT THE DATE IN YOUR DIARY AND ENCOURAGE ALL YOUR 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY TO COME ALONG 

 

At the end of September and in early October we need donations of good 
quality clothing (not men’s), bric–a–brac,  ornaments and books etc. (Please 

note that unfortunately we will not be able to accept electrical or large furniture 

items).  
 

Please let any member of the Social Committee know if you are able to help in 

any way. Thank you. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



Mothers Union 

A few ladies have asked about the Mothers Union, there has been a group here 

up to a few years ago hence the banner in the Chancel. There were also 

branches at St. Paul’s and St. Margaret’s but these also closed down. Those of 

us who were left joined the larger branch of St Anne’s Parish Church and 

anyone who is interested is welcome to ask me or come to one of our monthly 

meetings.  

Tuesday 9th August 10.30am- Prayer Book Service to mark Mary Sumner 

Day (we join the weekly communion service with coffee afterwards).  

Tuesday 12th September 2pm- (more regular meeting time) To be held in 

church for a talk by David Forshaw “Lytham St Anne’s Remembered”.  

Sylvia Williams.  

Children’s Society 
The house box collection has now been completed  for 2022 and I have banked 
£397.91p. Thank you to all our supporters at St. Thomas’ Church for their 

contributions this is a very good result. 

The Children’s Society helps thousands of vulnerable children and young people 
throughout the U.K. Many of them are living in homes amongst domestic 

violence, others spend hours of time on-line where predators and criminals are 

waiting to groom and exploit them. Many young people are suffering from 
mental health problems causing a threat to their future life and happiness. 

The goal for the Children’s Society is to overturn the decline in Children’s 

wellbeing and ensure a safe and happy childhood. 
If  anyone else would like to have a Children’s Society box to save their loose 

change in, please see me in church, I will be very happy to supply one for you. 

Aileen Williamson, 
Box coordinator. 

 

 



100 Club 

9 weeks drawn for July to August 

3rd July    £40 40 ARCHIE DAVIES 

               £10 91 COLIN DAVIES 
 

10th July   £40 37 SYLVIA WILLIAMS 

               £10 10 PAT RAYNOR 
 

17th July   £40 60 BARBARA DAVIES 

               £10 29 BERYL 
HINDLEY                                                                                                            

 

24th July   £40 52 EDDIE NICHOLAS 

               £10 63 MARIE WILLIAMS 

 

31st July    £40 18 CAROLE  
                           HARRISON 

                £10 30 BARRY EVANS 

 

7th August  £40 71 LAWRENCE  
                            BLACKMAN 

                 £10 50 JENNIFER  

                            BLACKMAN 
 

14th August £40 19 JEAN PALMER 

                  £10 23 REBECCA WHITE 
     

21st August £40 58 EMILY  

                            REYNOLDS 

                  £10 15 PAT KELLY 

 

28th August £40 03 LILLIAN  
                            HAWORTH 

                  £10 81 CAROL WOODS

 

School News   
 

The end of the school year is a time to look back and celebrate – but also, 
often, a time to say goodbye.  

Our first goodbye is to the members of our Year 6 class. A group who had their 

schooling very much disrupted by Covid, they at least had the joy of a 
relatively “normal” last year at Primary School. That, of course, included going 

back to taking the dreaded SATs tests (perhaps not so joyous!) but also all the 

other rites of passage such as the visit to Borwick Hall, where, as you can see 
from the pictures, many experiences were embraced and memories made. 

Their last week at Primary School began with usual tear-jerking Leavers’ 

Service and continued with a picnic, shirt signing day, ice cream afternoon, 
class meal at Tiggis and of course the final moment of leaving through the now 

traditional balloon arch. They have been a 

lovely year group and they deserved it all! 

Good luck, all of you, as you head off into 

the wide world of secondary school. Our 

love and prayers go with you and never 
forget that you will always be members of 

our St Thomas’ family.  

And, of course, there was another big 
goodbye at the end of this particular term. 

Claire Gilmour has been at our school since 

2011, first as a class teacher and Deputy 
Head, then as Headteacher, and has 

shaped its direction of travel in so may 

ways that picturing it without her at the          Claire showing the kids how it's done 



helm is incredibly difficult. But picture it 
we must, as from September she will be 

the new head of Larkholme Primary 

School, in Fleetwood. I find it almost 
impossible to sum up her contribution in 

just a few words, so, with permission, I 

am going to borrow some of the speech 
that our Chair of Governors, Sarah 

Sumner, gave at Claire’s leaving “do”:  

 
“I have been thinking about what words 

I would use to describe Claire.  

Blonde – of course! But also ….  
Professional, enthusiastic, energetic, 

decisive, kind. 

Capable, hardworking, intelligent, good 
humoured. 

Dedicated, knowledgeable, caring, 

pragmatic. 
With a ready laugh that lights up the whole school, and above all with a 

passion for educating and generally bringing out the potential in our children. 

She was always a brilliant head teacher in the “easier” times, then stepped up 
even further in Covid, absorbing an incredible amount of stress to shield the 

rest of the team and keep St Thomas’ on a steady path. 

She has been a joy to work with professionally, and I for one will really, really 
miss her.”  

I too have worked with Claire as a governor for the last eleven years, but have 

also had the privilege of seeing her from many other sides too – as a parent 
(she taught Adam in year 6), as a teaching colleague and as a volunteer and 

member of school’s wider community. In all that time I have rarely heard a 
cross word from her (except – and possibly too often – at herself!) but I have 

heard many kind and inspiring ones. And the thing that shines through for me 

is her total and never-failing determination to do absolutely the very best for 
every single child, in every single situation. You really can’t ask for anything 

more!  

So I will “poach” some of Sarah’s words once again. Claire, we will miss you. 

Larkholme is 

lucky to have 

you. We wish 
you every 

success in your 

new job. May 
God bless you, 

be happy – and 

thank you for 
everything!  

 

Mandy Palmer  

Front and centre of the fun 

Always up for a challenge 



 



 



A Final Message from our Outgoing Headteacher Claire Gilmour – 
and a Challenge! 

 

It has truly been a privilege to lead such a vibrant 

school with such enthusiastic and engaging children, 
supported and challenged by caring, dedicated 

teachers. I have had the most amazing experience 

here over the last 11 years; I have always enjoyed 
coming to work and not a day went by when I did 

not get to smile and laugh with someone.  

I have been very fortunate to work with a brilliant 
team of staff, many of whom have become life-long 

friends. They work incredibly hard, are creative, 

lively and constantly surprising – where else would 

you find a human sized banana sat in a fruit bowl?! 

When I first started at St Thomas’ I introduced a 
way of the staff trying to “get one over” on our then 

headteacher Steve, by including subtly hidden song titles in some of his 

assemblies and seeing how long it took him to notice. It was a lot of fun! So 
this is in honour of all those staff I have worked with over the years and is my 

way of saying thank you and goodbye in a proper St Thomas’ way. I wonder if 

you can spot all the song titles? (Clue – there are at least forty!) … 
 

Before I get too fully in the mood for dancing, stop right now and start 

spreading the news “I'm leaving  St. T's”….. but gimme gimme gimme a 
moment; I hope you don't mind that I put down in words how wonderful life’s 

been with you all in my world. 

 
Sometimes it seemed the going was just too rough and things could, and did 

(!) go wrong no matter what I did. Now and then it seemed that life was just 

too much -  but you've had the love to see me through. 
 

I'm nothing special, in fact I'm a bit of a bore. If I tell a joke (which is highly 

unlikely!!!), you've probably heard it before! I'm so grateful and proud, so I 
say “Thank you for the music,  the songs we’re singing; thanks for all the joy 

they’re bringing.” I have made friends who will be friends, right ‘til the end!  

 
Before this Headteacher bites the dust, just remember even under pressure we 

were sure we could rule the world - we had one vision and even when we 

wondered “Could it be magic?” we showed patience. We realised it was a kind 
of magic; we held onto our promises and proved to Ofsted and SIAMs and 

everyone else, not nobody else (!) that we really are the champions. 

 
It only takes a minute but everything changes - but please don’t think that love 

ain’t here anymore. I’ll never forget the circus it’s sometimes been, the many 

times I’ve needed an SOS and shouted for my St T’s Mamma Mias….but the 
show must go on!  I am sure, so sure and indeed will pray that St Thomas’ will 

continue to shine and you will go on to have your greatest day. 



Our New Headteacher  

I am delighted to have been appointed as the new 

Headteacher for St Thomas’  CE School and am really 

looking forward to starting fully in September.  I have 

already spent a few days in school, have met all the 

classes and started to learn lots about St Thomas’ 

with the help of Mrs Gilmour, the staff and 

Governors.  On Monday 4th July I was in school and 

was lucky enough to see the new  year 5 ‘puppeteers’ 

in action in worship after their training session with 

One Way UK – what a treat that was! 

A little bit about me….. 

I have been a teacher for many years -  over 25 years – but I’m not sure I 

want to admit quite how many years that is! I worked in a school in Blackpool 

South for many years, and have also spent a number of years developing my 

career in Preston schools and in Buckshaw Village getting a wide range of 

experience of teaching and school leadership. I have a strong background in 

primary teaching and have always enjoyed working with children and music in 

schools too.  

With this new role at St Thomas’ I feel that I am coming ‘back home’ to the 

coast.  Having grown up in Blackpool, I started my working life in St Anne’s 

after leaving school - working in the NatWest in St Anne’s square for 3 years.  

Whilst employed there I often rode my bike along the promenade in all 

weathers to get to work from my family home near the airport in Blackpool, 

often arriving rather windswept and battered.  I now live in Fulwood near the 

motorway roundabout with my family, so will definitely not be venturing to 

work at St Thomas’ on my bike!  I have a family of two girls who will both be 

at university, one in Manchester and another about to start at UCLAN in 

Preston this year. Our dog, Charlie, often enjoys a walk along the front at St 

Anne’s or Lytham with my husband and myself and we have spent many happy 

afternoons with my children and family on the beach, in Ashton Gardens and 

even on the pier on the 2p machines! Being involved in church and music has 

always been a part of my life. I learned to play the piano from the age of 5 and 

studied music as part of my degree.  I am a member at Fulwood Methodist 

Church, and have been for many years ,where I take a role in the music in 

worship including singing in our lively church band and sometimes playing the 

piano / clavinova for services.  

I hope to be able to bring my skills, my experience, my sense of humour and 

fun to the work at St Thomas’ as I get to know the whole school family over 

the coming months, as I take on the Headship from Mrs Gilmour and continue 

to work for the best for the children in school alongside the capable and 

dedicated staff team.  I look forward to meeting lots of you in and around 

school and at other community events.  

Lindsay Walton. 



 



Nursery News 

It has been a fast and fun term at 

St.Thomas’ Nursery. We have had 

a fabulous time enjoying the 

sunshine and spending a lot of time 

outdoors.  

We had a great time at our annual 

Sports day, we practised our 

events on the school field as well 

as at the beach until we were really 

fast and used to the races. We had 

a running race, obstacle race and a 

balancing race as well as races for 

Mums and Dads and siblings. Everyone received a 

medal and the children were really proud of their 

achievements.  

We had a wonderful time raising money for the 

RNLI, we all dressed up in yellow, red and orange 

and made crafts and baked biscuits to learn more 

about the work of the Lifeboat men and women who 

volunteer to keep our coast safe. They lent us loads 

of equipment and dressing up and Mr Morrow made 

our very own lifeboat person statue to stand 

alongside our lifeboat art that we had made a few 

years before. We visited the Lifeboat station at 

Beach school to look at the boat and tractor and 

look at the mini museum in the boat house. We 

ended the week with a family event to raise 

money for this important charity. We raised 

over £150 which we gave to the station on our 

end of year Beach School trip.  

We have also been learning about bees. We 

always love to learn more about the world 

around us, so we studied the bees and learned 

how to look after them. We made crafts, baked 

with honey and observed the activity of bees in 

the garden. We also learned about the frogs 

and tadpoles in the garden pond. We spent so 

much time in the garden as we are so lucky to 

have a wonderful, exciting and inviting outdoor 

space.  

We started to take the Owls (Pre-school 

children) to school for them to experience the 



school dining hall and school meals, as part of 

our transition into school for those leaving 

nursery this year. The children enjoyed trying 

the school menu, seeing their older friends 

and siblings and generally becoming familiar 

with aspects of school life. 

We had a great time on our end of year Beach 

school trip, spending all day on the beach, 

flying kites, investigating, making beach art, 

visiting the RNLI, having a picnic, riding the 

train and enjoying an ice-cream. It was a 

wonderful day; the weather was kind to us but 

it went too fast, then we had to say good bye 

to our nursery leavers. This is always sad but 

we are already looking ahead to the next 

academic year with all the staff preparing for 

September, getting our wonderful nursery 

environment ready for September 

and the next academic year.  

We are excited about our new 

opening hours (7.30am-5.30pm 

term time) as we hope to encourage 

more families to our nursery setting, 

we will also be having another Open 

Day later in the Summer so if you are 

looking for a nursery place or know 

anyone who would like to come and 

look around please share our details.  

Follow us on Facebook and 

Instagram 

Email:- st.thomasnursery@btconnect.com 
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Puzzles 

Across 

8  One of the titles given to the Messiah in Isaiah’s prediction (Isaiah 9:6) (6,2,5) 

9  International Nepal Fellowship (1,1,1) 
10 Single(1Corinthians7:27)(9) 

11 Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s seminal book about Soviet prison camps, The — 
Archipelago (5) 

13 Treachery(2Kings11:14)(7) 
16 Of India(anag.)(2,3,2) 

19 ‘God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession,like men 
condemned to die in the — ’ (1 Corinthians 4:9) (5) 

22 Follower of a theological system characterized by a strong belief in predestination 
(9) 

24 ‘Put these old rags and worn-out clothes under your arms to— the ropes’ 

(Jeremiah 38:12) (3) 
25 They brought together all the elders of the Israelites in Egypt (Exodus 4:29) 

(5,3,5) 



Down 
1  The season when kings ‘go off to war’ (2 Samuel 11:1) (6) 

2  Simon Peter’s response to Jesus by the Sea of Galilee: ‘Go away from me, Lord; I 
am a — man’ (Luke 5:8) (6) 

3  Beaten with whips (1 Kings12:11) (8) 
4  ‘You shall not — adultery’ (Exodus 20:14) (6) 

5  Encourage (Hebrews 10:24) (4) 
6  Service of morning prayer in the Church of England (6) 

7  ‘Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for you, and — — him in your 
heart by faith with thanksgiving’ (4,2) 

12 Run(anag.)(3) 
14 Member of 17th-century party that denied the right of autonomy to the Church (8) 

15 ‘We will triumph with our tongues; we—our lips’(Psalm12:4) (3) 
16 Earnings(1Corinthians16:2)(6) 

17 ‘I rejoice greatly in the Lord that——you have renewed your concern for me’ 

(Philippians 4:10) (2,4) 
18 How Paul described Philemon (Philemon 1)(6) 

20 Multiple territories under the rule of a single state(Daniel11:4)(6) 
21 ‘You have been unfaithful; you have married foreign women,—to Israel’s guilt’ 

(Ezra 10:10) (6) 
23 This month(abbrev.)(4) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This month, on the 29th, we remember John the Baptist.  By all accounts, he 

had a rough life. He grew up in obscurity, lived in the desert on a diet of bugs. 

He wore itchy camel hair.  He worked in the heat of the sun, constantly 

challenging people, and wading in and out of muddy Jordan waters to baptise 

many.  Then he was arrested and kept in a reeking, infested dungeon until one 

day they cut his head off.  Not much comfort in that life.  Yet the Bible tells us 

that of all the people in history, no one has even been born who was as great 

as him.  Why?  Because of the unique calling God gave him, which was to 

prepare the way for the coming ministry of his Son, Jesus.  Jesus did not have 

an easy life, either. 
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St James the Least of All 
On the best way to visit the homes in the 

parish 

 
The Rectory 

St James the Least 

 
My dear Nephew Darren 

 

Your offer to bring in your team of church 
members, in order to make a house call on every home in our parish, was most 

generous. I do understand why you would need us to accommodate your team 

of 25 visitors, and then hold a residential training weekend for our own 
members of the team. I accept that we would have to produce a visiting pack 

listing all our church organisations, giving contact names and numbers and a 

short resume of what each group did, along with our mission statement and 
safeguarding policy. I also understand your suggestion that we include a 

supplement outlining our stewardship scheme.   

 
Your plan that we should then hold an opening Service to which all the 

newcomers would be invited, and to which we might fly in a world-renowned 

speaker for the occasion, is understandable. And then of course we would need 
your help us to set up a finance committee with budgets and organised fund 

raising. But what you seem to have missed is that our entire parish consists of 

something like 70 homes. They would not feel visited, but invaded. 
 

Instead, I feel it would be best if we attempt something a little more low-key: 

an invitation to sherry after Mattins, perhaps, where we could find out which of 
them plays golf and who may like to join the Bridge Club. Gradually, as the 

sherry flowed, we would also seek to discover who would be prepared to go on 

the brass cleaning, flower arranging and grass cutting rotas, which are the 
traditionally recognised signs of committed Christians, at least in this parish. 

 

Inevitably, this means that none of our church members will be joining your 
team as you visit the residents of the new tower block in your parish. Most of 

our congregation abandoned attempting stairs some years ago and their polite 

enquiries about which Hunt the residents belong to, and where they stable 
their horses may lead to a rather stilted conversation. 

 

You are, of course, all prepared to welcome your new residents with 
enthusiasm, excitement, and frenetic activity; our policy of polite indifference 

and brief conversations about the weather should soon help ours to settle in in 

no time. 
 

Your loving uncle, 

 
Eustace 

    



Laughter Lines 

As you enjoy your children during the holidays, remember … 

1. You spend the first two years of their life teaching them to walk and talk. 

Then you spend the next 16 telling them to sit down and be quiet.  
2. Mothers of teens now know why some animals eat their young.  

3. Children seldom misquote you. In fact, they usually repeat word for word 

what you shouldn't have said. 
4. The main purpose of holding children's parties is to remind yourself that 

there are children even more awful than your own. 

 

Summer holiday warning at a mountain resort. “Be careful not to fall here. It’s 

dangerous. But if you do fall, remember to look to the left on your way down. 

You get a wonderful view on that side.” 

Tourist:  Officer, what is the quickest way to the hospital? 

Officer:  Close your eyes, then cross this street, and you’ll be there in 15 

minutes. 
 

As part of the admission procedure in the hospital where I work, I ask the 

patients if they are allergic to anything. If they are, I print it on an allergy band 

placed on the patient's wrists.  
Once when I asked an elderly woman if she had any allergies, she said she 

couldn't eat bananas. Imagine my surprise when several hours later a very 

irate son came out to the nurses' station demanding, "Who's responsible for 
labelling my mother 'bananas'?"   

 

As the storm raged, the captain 

realized his ship was sinking 
fast. He called out, "Anyone here know how to pray?" One man stepped 

forward. "Aye, Captain, I know how to pray." "Good," said the captain, "you 

pray while the rest of us put on our life jackets - we're one short." 
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Notes from the Editor 

Well after my second foray into the world of Covid, I didn’t come off very well. 

I got a secondary infection and had a few weeks’ worth of antibiotics to get 

back on my feet. I got there in the end and am glad to report that I am 

fighting fit once more.  

My best friend had booked us a trip away to Bath in Somerset which I was so 

excited about. That was until we realised it was right in the middle of the 

heatwave! I was lucky enough to inherit the “ginger” gene from my Dad (hence 

all the freckles) and don’t do well in the heat but, armed with factor 50 and a 

wide brimmed straw hat, we set off and had a marvellous time.  

We went for brunch at the Pump House next door to the Roman Bath site 

where they have a fountain flowing with the mineral water that Bath is famous 

for. I had a cup and it tasted very ‘minerally’ and heavy.  

After brunch we headed next door for a tour around the Roman Baths and I 

definitely recommend it. It’s huge on the inside and seeped in history. We went 

for a walk afterwards and found a beach bar in the middle of a local park, so 

we sat in the sand under some shade and had a cold drink. That night we went 

for a Thai meal, fancy cocktails and ate so much we nearly popped. It was a 

lovely few days away. 

The builders came and started to rip out the bathroom. The walls were taken 

back to bare brick and the house is like Piccadilly Circus. After they left for the 

first night, I heard an ominous ‘tap-tap-tap’ sound. Sure enough, water was 

coming through the hallway ceiling and dripping out of the light fittings. They 

came straight back and found a rogue nut that had become loose when the 

bath was removed. All resolved quickly with no serious damage thank 

goodness! 

All of this has been happening while I was getting ready for a job interview. It 

was absolute chaos. As it is all done remotely now, the interview was held via a 

video meeting. With having the builders in, Finneus at home for the summer 

holidays and three rather grumpy dogs, I couldn’t leave the house. I decided to 

use the situation as an example of my ability to perform under difficult 

circumstances while remaining focussed and 

professional. It must have worked as I got the job! 

I have a couple of weeks off work now for the 

summer, so all of this is keeping me very busy. 

Once things have calmed down, I will be hitting 

the gym with even more vigour than before. I 

have no idea what the real figure of the elusive 

10lbs is (after Thai food and a long bout of being 

in bed ill, I dread to think) but I am determined to 

get my fitness back to where it was pre–January 

Covid. Things just haven’t felt right since then!  

Until next time, take care, 

Kaye 


