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Dear Friends, 
One of the classic approaches to November magazine letters is to talk about 

November as a season of Remembrance. I know that I have often written 
something of the same myself. You can see the logic. We have All Saints and 

All Souls, closely followed by Remembrance Sunday, not to mention 

“Remember, remember, the 5th of November”. It strikes me that, with a famous 
old saying like that around, Sam will have no excuse for forgetting his wedding 

anniversary, though presumably, for Lisa, the date has rather less resonance! 

Remembrance and memories are important. They provide us with roots for our 
life. Returning to the place where we grew up can awaken all kinds of 

memories, good and bad, and if, like me, you find your home town has been so 

changed you scarcely recognise it, you are left with a sense of loss. The return 
each year of familiar dates on the calendar can awaken a raft of memories 

which are not confined to the place where we are now. When I lead the 

Remembrance Sunday service this year, I will be reminded not just of other 
services at St. Thomas’, but of services in the Peak District, in Spain, and in 

Northamptonshire. Some particular event or experience may remind you of a 

loved one and that memory may bring back a whole lot of other images. Who 
we are is very much shaped by our experiences and remembering enables us 

not just to think about where we are in our lives today, but also to reflect upon 

how we have arrived here. 
This is valuable in giving us a due sense of humility. We can recall how much 

that has been good in our lives has come from other people. We are not 



masters of our destiny, self-made products of our own plans and decisions. 
Equally we can recall our mistakes. It can be a sobering thought that our 

choices, words and actions have played their parts in shaping other people’s 

lives, other people’s memories. Recalling that we are part of a continuum with 
the past can remind us of the value of tradition and make us more cautious 

about thinking we know better than those who went before us. 

At the same time, we cannot remain in thrall to the past. I said earlier that 
remembering gives us roots. But the purpose of roots is to enable new growth 

to take place. Roots that do not produce new growth eventually rot. November 

isn’t just about the past or even where we are now. It ends with Advent with 
its promise of the coming of God’s Kingdom and the completion of our journey. 

At the heart of the Christian message is the Cross and the Resurrection – 

forgiveness for the past and present and the offer of new hope for the future.  

       Yours in Christ, 
              Chris Scargill 
From the registers 
Funerals 

14th October Joyce Rostron (93) 

20th October Eric Williamson (84) 
 

Thank You 
I would like to express my sincere thanks for all the messages of sympathy, 
cards and donations received at this difficult time in memory of my husband 

Eric. Your kindness and friendship is greatly appreciated.  Aileen and family. 
 



As well as our website, we are on Facebook and YouTube! Use these to receive 

up to date information about online worship, upcoming services and local 

community events. Most smartphones have these apps already built in or you 

can google them on your home computer. If you are struggling to access us 

online, feel free to call the editor (Kaye) for support on the number below. 

Our next edition of No Doubt will be available from Sunday 11th December.  

The last day to submit your items for publication will be Friday 2nd 

December. Anything sent after this date is welcome but may not be printed 

until the following edition; however, please do call me and I will be as flexible 

as possible.  

Email khazel82@gmail.com or call 07985278791. 

This month’s cover photo: Pray for Peace@Parish Pump 

As part of bringing our opportunities for giving in to the 

21st century, we now have a QR code located around 

church that can be scanned using a mobile phone to 

make a donation. This will be particularly useful for 

visitors that come to us for weddings and christenings. 

If you do have any questions on how to use these, 

please ask one of the churchwardens or myself and we 

will be happy to help.  

Kaye Houston 

mailto:khazel82@gmail.com


Forthcoming Services. 
 

2nd November   

9a.m. School Service for All Saints 
 

3rd November: Richard Hooker 

(kept as All Saints) 
10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 

5th November 
12 noon Wedding of Sam Procter 

and Lisa Pilz 

 
6th November: 3rd Sunday before 

Advent 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 
 

10th November: St. Leo the Great 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 
 

13th November: Remembrance 

Sunday 
10.30a.m. Parish Communion with 

Act of Remembrance 

7p.m. Compline 
 

17th November: St Hugh of 

Lincoln 
10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 

 
 

 

19th November: St. Hilda 

3.30p.m. Brick Church 
 

20th November: Feast of Christ 

the King 
10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

 

22nd November: St. Cecilia 
2p.m. Church Nursery Praise 

 

24th November 
10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 

26th November 
3.15p.m. Blessing of Town Centre 

Crib. 

 
27th November: Advent Sunday 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

6p.m. Advent Service “Prepare for 
the Coming of the King” 

 

1st December: kept as St. 
Andrew 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 
4th December: 2nd Sunday in 

Advent 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 
4p.m. Christingle 

 

Blessing of the Town Centre Crib  
Saturday November 26th 3.15 p.m. 
For a number of years now, as St Anne’s begins the run-up to Christmas, we 

have placed a Crib scene in the amphitheatre in the Square, as a sign, amidst 
all the shops the hustle and bustle of the commercial side of the festival, of 

what Christmas is truly about. 

Each year representatives from all the different churches of St Anne’s gather to 
bless the Crib, to hear again the Christmas story and to sing carols. This year 

this will take place at 3.15p.m. immediately before the various entertainers 

start singing on the main stage at 4p.m. and the Christmas lights are switched 
on. 

Please come and join us for this joyful start of the run-up to Christmas. 

 



Parish Prayer Diary 

6th November   Waddington Road and Hodder Drive. Our Social  

                       Committee.     

13th November  Thirsk Avenue, Otley Road and Pickering Close.  
                       St Thomas’ Nursery School: children, staff and     

                       parents. 

20th November  Shipley Road, Preesall Close and Nateby Close.  
                       Our Sidespersons 

27th November  Faulkner Crescent and Unsworth Way. Our Lay  
                       Assistants and those who lead intercessions.  

4th December    The Mews, Brittania Walk and Monarch Crescent. 

                        

 

 
 
Church Flowers 
30th October      Glenys Markland in 
memory of Jim 

6th   November   Jean Palmer 

13th November   Remembrance Sunday 
20th November   Vacant 

27th November   Advent no flowers till 

Christmas  
 

If you would like flowers for an occasion 

or in memory, or to fill a vacant slot, please speak to myself or a church 
warden who will be happy to help. Thanks, Glenys.  

 

International Aid Trust 
 

Would you like to fill a shoe box to give joy to a child or adult? Leaflets are 

available at the back of church. Alternatively, this year you can also fill a 
virtual shoebox. You can look on the International Aid website for ideas of what 

to include in your box and they can be filled and sent all year round, not just 

for Christmas.  
Just follow the instructions on the leaflet/website and leave at the back of 

church. 

Thanks, Glenys.  
  



 



 

Sunday 4th December 4p.m. “Christingle” 
On the afternoon of the first Sunday in December we shall be holding our 

traditional “Christingle” service, at which 
we reflect upon the light of Christ, whose 

coming into the world we are soon to 

celebrate. The children at St Thomas’ 
School and Nursery will be making 

Christingles in preparation for the service, 

but there will also be kits available for 
other families. The collection from this 

service will, as always go to the Children’s 

Society and there are also collection boxes 
available so that you can put aside money 

for this good cause week by week. We look 

forward to welcoming many adults and 
children at what is a popular part of our 

preparation for Christmas, so please feel free to pass on this invitation to 

anyone you know who might be interested.  
 

The Children’s Society have been celebrating Christingle with churches like 

ours for over 50 years. It is a chance to worship together to celebrate and 

support young people. This year, as the aftermath of the pandemic developed, 
more young people are needing help with therapy and have been affected by 

broken homes and mental illness. 

If you would like to help the Children’s Society you can have a small cardboard 
box to put a few coins in, then bring it back to the Christingle service. You will 

find the boxes on a table at the back of church. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Christingle Service. 
Aileen 

 

Advent Sunday 27th November “Prepare for the Coming of the 
King” 
 

On Advent Sunday, in addition to our usual morning service of Parish 

Communion there will be “Prepare for the Coming of the King” - a special 

service of readings and hymns at 6p.m to mark the beginning of the Advent 

season. It will be a time to reflect upon the coming of the promised Messiah, to 
sing some well-loved Advent hymns and enjoy music from our choir. Please do 

come and join us as we mark this time of preparation and waiting, which can 

so often get lost in the hurly burly of Christmas preparations. 



St Thomas’ House Group 
Please find details below of the upcoming Bible Group meetings that take place 

at 39 Rossall Road, Ansdell. Please speak to the churchwardens if you have any 

questions.  
Wed 30th Nov - Prophecies of the Coming of Jesus Part 2 - Chris Scargill 

(N.B. two meetings in Nov and none in Dec) 

Wed 4th Jan - Who is Jesus? (What does it mean to be "Son of God"?) Part 1 
- Peter Watson 

Wed 1st Feb - Who is Jesus? (What does it mean to be "Son of God"?) Part 2 

- Peter Watson 
Wed 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th March - 5 Session Lent Course using the 

Diocesan Lent Book. We will use the Lent book daily and then discuss at 

the meetings what we have learnt during the preceding week.  
There will be no meeting in April and we will begin a new topic in May. 

 

 
Christian Aid have launched 

their global campaign 

against climate change 
ahead of the COP27 climate 

change talks taking place in 

Egypt. There are many ways 
that you can get involved in 

the fight against climate 

change so please visit the 
Christian Aid website for more information. If you are unable to get online, let 

me know and I will get any information that you need. Kaye. 

 
100 CLUB DRAW 9 WEEKS – SEPT/OCT 2022 

4th Sept    £40   10   PAT RAYNOR 

               £10   55   JOHN DAVIES 
 

11th Sept  £40   32   HEATHER    

                              BLACKMAN 
               £10   41   MYLES DAVIES 

 

18th Sept  £40   101 SUZIE  
                              NICHOLAS 

               £10   28   ANDY 

                              MEADOWS  
                                                                                                           

25th Sept  £40   36   MICHAEL  

                              NOTMAN 
               £10   13   PAMELA  

                              DAVIES 

 
 

 

2nd Oct    £40   36    MICHAEL  

                              NOTMAN 
              £10   26    MOLLIE SHARP 

 

9th Oct    £40   93   VAL JENNINGS 
              £10   64   MARIE  

                             WILLIAMS  

 
16th Oct   £40   91   COLIN DAVIES 

              £10   54   DAVE HILL 

     
23rd Oct   £40   12   ESTHER NOBLE 

              £10   01   ANTHONY  

                             RAYNOR 
 

30th Oct   £40   03   LILLIAN  

                             HAWORTH 
              £10   61   DOROTHY 

                             NOTMAN  



 



New to You  
Our ‘New to You’ sale on the 26th of October raised £572 for our church’s funds. 

We have not been able to run a New to You for a couple of years so we were 

worried that this one might not be successful. We were not as busy as we have 
been in the past but were very pleased (and relieved) with the result.  

A lot of effort went in to the setting up, selling and clearing up for the event, so 

we would like to say a big thank you to everyone who helped in any way. 
The Social Committee. 

This is a brilliant result and well done to all involved! Kaye. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Club is back!!! 

 

We are really pleased to let you all know that Youth Club is now back in the 

Parish Centre, the last Friday of every month. 

The Club is for children who are in year 7 or Year 8.  It costs £2 a session and 

there is also a tuck shop if your child would like to bring some spending money. 

If your child is interested in attending, please complete the form on this link 

Friday Night Youth Club September 202 (office.com) 

Or get in touch with Cath Ide 07876681334. 

The next session is on Friday 25th November 2022, 7pm to 9pm. 

 

  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAYAAIMEr0NUOTRUWElIWDRXTUQ1T0FQSTNBMVZOMFlXVC4u&fbclid=IwAR2E5xrdhN88gro5xS453Atr81CUPE1bmkPIKmjYB_RiXajPJMpMQkjJKW8


 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

NEW EASY & SECURE GIVING 

One of the really important ways that each of us lives our faith and participates 

in the mission of the Church, is through the act of giving. 

While there is joy in the spontaneity of a one-off gift when the Spirit moves us, 

it is regular giving that offers a prayerful expression of faith in action. Regular 

giving sustains our church and helps us to plan for the future. That is why we 

are members of the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS).  

The team at PGS makes it safe and easy for you to give regularly, and just as 

safe and easy for your church to receive. Every pound you donate can be put 

to Christian service in your community, free from time-consuming admin for 

church staff and volunteers. There’s also an option for you to increase your gift 

annually to keep pace with the rising cost of living, with the peace of mind that 

you can adjust your donation at any time if your circumstances change. If you 

are a UK taxpayer you can opt to add Gift Aid, increasing the value of your 

donation by 25%, which PGS will collect from HMRC on our behalf. 

Now, with the addition of a simple and secure online process, there are three 

easy ways to donate to your parish through the PGS; you can set up your 

Direct Debit online, by telephone, or you can fill in a gift form and post it to 

PGS. 

Donors who would like to make use of the new online service from PGS can 

simply visit parishgiving.org.uk, find your church using the easy search tool, 

and follow a few simple steps to set up your donation securely.  

Or you scan the QR code on this page, which will take you straight to this 

parish’s landing page on the PGS website, where you can click on the ‘Give 

now’ button. It couldn’t be easier. 

Alternatively, you can set up your regular gift by phoning the PGS team on 

0333 002 1271, Monday to Friday, 9-5. 

If you’d like to know more, please get in touch with Joy or David. There are 

leaflets at the back of church. 



Parish Giving Scheme 

Dear Friends 

There are several reasons why the PCC agreed to join the Parish Giving 

Scheme (PGS), but I realise that things didn’t happen in quite the right order 

causing a little confusion. These are the basic problems. 

• Barclays in St. Annes has closed its doors. This means that the closest 

branches to bank the weekly donations from the envelopes and the plate 

are now in Blackpool or Preston. This is going to make things more 

difficult, time consuming, placing an added burden on our diminishing 

number of volunteers. 

• Since the beginning of the year, we no longer have a Gift Aid secretary. 

Reclaiming Gift Aid from the relevant donations is really important – last 

year it accounted for £9498.  This is a sum that we can’t afford to lose, 

but without the time and skill to properly claim this we are possibly to 

miss some of this income.  

• We are only just keeping our heads above water financially (and in many 

other areas!) 

If you currently give via cash on the plate or through the envelope scheme, 

please consider changing to Parish Giving.  

If you currently give by standing order, please consider changing to Parish 

Giving. If you change to the PGS don’t forget to cancel your standing order 

with the bank as PGS can’t do this.  

We know that some people are wary of giving by Direct Debit, but all Direct 

Debit Payments are covered by the Direct Debit Guarantee so they are secure. 

You can join the scheme either online, on the phone or in writing. Please read 

the Parish Giving Scheme article on the previous page. Information leaflets are 

available at the back of church. Joy or David can give you a paper form if you 

need it. The scheme is funded via the diocese and has no extra cost for the 

parish. 

If you prefer to continue your giving as previously then envelopes will still be 

available, but please think carefully about changing to the PGS. 

Thank you for all that you give towards the work of St. Thomas in time, talents 

and money. The challenges are many, but together we will find ways to meet 

them.   

Regards 

Joy Swarbrick 

 

 



 



You may have noticed that the front office in the Parish Centre has recently been 

occupied. 

New Start are renting out the office, 

Monday to Friday, as their 

administrative base. New Start is a 

counselling company, offering 

therapeutic support to children, young 

people and adults, predominantly, but not exclusively, in education settings.  

Sarah is the founder and Company Director and Cath is the Business 

Development Manager.   

Whilst only being in the office for half a school term, we have settled in well into 

the community setting, with plenty of visitors. One of these visitors was looking 

for the Bereavement Group, which has unfortunately stopped. 

New Start is starting a Bereavement Group in the new year, once a month, so 

please keep a look out on the Church website and Facebook page and the New 

Start Facebook page New Start – Offering Therapeutic Support to Children, 

Young People and Adults. (newstartltd.co.uk) as well as the next Church 

magazine for further information. 

New Start are also running a gift and food donation / collection scheme for people 

who may need a little extra support this Christmas, with all the additional recent 

financial pressures that this year has brought. 

If you would like to donate any items, please pop in to the office and see Sarah 

and Cath. The gifts are to be taken to local schools to be distributed out to 

families. 

Thank you for such a warm welcome into the Parish Community.  

Sarah and Cath. 

Churches Together 
As in previous years, Churches Together in St Annes are planning to deliver 

Ecumenical Christmas Cards to all the households in St Annes in early 

December. Volunteers are, of course, needed. People can deliver to just their 

block of flats, their road or several roads. This year there will also be the 

opportunity to join an Ecumenical group distributing the cards to areas where 

we have not had any volunteers. If you are able to help, please volunteer by 

contacting Peter Watson (01253 729725 or peter.donald.watson@gmail.com). 

It is important to show people that the church is alive and we are working 

together. Even more important is to remind people of the real meaning of 

Christmas. 

St Anne’s Community Choir Concert 
In December the St Anne’s Community Choir will be performing in St 

Thomas’s Church and it promises to be an event to remember! The concert 

starts at 7pm on the 7th of December with our very own Kevin taking pride of 

place at the organ. Solo performances, popular Christmas music and carols will 

be performed and there will be a raffle. 

Tickets are £6 and available on the door, no need to book. 

https://newstartltd.co.uk/
https://newstartltd.co.uk/
mailto:peter.donald.watson@gmail.com


       

 

Come and join us 

11.30am - 12.30pm ‘Chair 

Fitness’ Every Monday. 

1.30pm- 2.30pm ‘Chair 

Fitness’ Every Monday. 

6pm-7pm ‘Fitness Pilates’ 

Every Wednesday. 

 

St Thomas’ Church Community 

Hall, Church Road, St. Annes 

Further details : Debbie  

07962 175263 

 



 



School News November 2022 
 

With the need for net zero very much on everyone’s minds at the moment, it’s 
good to report that our school is at the forefront of the latest phase of the 

government’s Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme – hence all the building 

work that you will have seen going on if you have passed by in recent weeks 
and months. This has been achieved via Blackburn Diocesan Board of 

Education, whose successful funding application last year led to a pilot scheme 

of decarbonising and improving the energy efficiency of selected school 
buildings across the Diocese. This year, further funding has enabled this to 

continue, with our school being one of 

the ones to benefit.  
 

The work includes insulation 

improvements, fitting new LED lighting 
and installing solar panels on the roof to 

supply electricity directly to the building. 

In addition, we are one of only two 
schools in the Diocese this year to benefit 

from the installation of a Ground Source 

Heat Pump. This works by using heat 
below ground to raise the temperature of 

water as it is pumped through 

underground pipes; the water is then 
pressurised and used to heat the 

building. In practice, this has involved 

digging up the school field to lay 
hundreds of metres of piping and drill 

some very deep bore holes. It’s safe to 

say that the field doesn’t look like its old 

self at the moment, 

but all will be replaced 
and reseeded once the 

work is complete, and 

children will soon be 

playing happily on the 

grass while underneath 
them the very latest 

technology is working 

away to heat their 
school. Quite a 

thought.   
 
There have been a lot 

of changes within the 

building too, not least 
the replacement of all 



existing pipework to enable a totally new 
heat distribution system. Disruption to 

school life has been minimised by the 

contractors working from 4pm to 2am 
each day but even so the teachers have 

got quite used to turning up in the 

morning not knowing exactly what they 
will find in their classroom! As always, 

they have done wonders in keeping 

everything going for the children, for 
whom school life in all its aspects is 

carrying on as normal, as these photos 

show.  
 

All this is a great example of what can be 

achieved – but it has to be said that it 
doesn’t come cheap. Adapting just this one 

primary school 

will have cost 
around a million 

pounds of 

government 
money. There are 

32,000 schools in 

the UK … 20,000 
hospitals … 25 

million houses ... 

But it is, at least, 
a start – and 

right here in the 
heart of our 

community – 

something we 
can celebrate, 

while 

acknowledging 

that, for the sake 

of the children in 

these 
photographs and 

millions of others 

like them, a 
daunting task still 

lies ahead. 

Mandy Palmer.  

 

 

 



Puzzles 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Across 
1  and 20 Down ‘Lord of all _, Lord of all _, whose trust, ever child-like, no 

cares could destroy’(11,3) 
9  Mosesí question to a fighting Hebrew labourer: ‘Why are you _ your fellow 

Hebrew?” (Exodus 2:13) (7) 

10 Acclaimed cellist who contracted multiple sclerosis at the height of her 
fame, Jacqueline _ (2,3) 

11 ‘At even _ the sun was set, the sick, O Lord, around thee lay’(3) 

13 A descendant of Gad (xNumbers 26:16) (4) 
16 ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but _ for the gift my Father promised’ (Acts 1:4) 

(4) 

17 Clambers (Jeremiah 48:44) (6) 
18 Peter’s response to questioning by the Sanhedrin: ‘We must _God rather 

than men!’(Acts 5:29) (4) 

20 Christian paraplegic author, artist and campaigner, _ Eareckson Tada (4) 
21 Bird partial to the nests of other birds (6) 

22 ‘Such large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat _ _ 
‘(Matthew 13:2) (2,2) 

23 Infectious tropical disease (4) 

25 Tree (3) 
28 ‘No fear of me should _ you, nor should my hand be heavy upon you’(Job 

33:7) (5) 

29 For example, to Titus, Timothy or Philemon (7) 
30 Week beginning with Pentecost Sunday, according to the Church’s calendar 

(11) 



Down 
2 ‘O Jerusalem _ how _I have longed to gather your children together’ Matthew 

23:37) (5) 

3  Way out (4) 
4  Exhort (Romans 12:1) (4) 

5  Done (anag.) (4) 

6  Highest of the four voice-parts in a choir (7) 
7  Concerning the study of God (11) 

8  Uniquely, it has Abbey, Cathedral and Chapel (11) 

12 Admonish (Matthew 16:22) (6) 
14 Frozen (3) 

15 Established form of religious ceremony (6) 

19 Inscription often found on gravestones (7) 
20 See 1 Across 

24 Behaved (Joshua 7:1) (5) 

25 Time (anag.) (4) 
26 Lists choice of meals (4) 

27 ‘For the wages of sin is death, but the _ of God is eternal life in 

   Christ Jesus our Lord’(Romans 6:23) (4) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

November is a wistful month, tinged with sadness and good-byes. The last of 

the leaves are falling, as the trees go to sleep for winter. It is a month 
of remembrance, of poppies, of remembering lost loved ones, and of letting 

go. It is a month of bonfires for the 'Guy', and Thanksgiving for Americans. It 

is a month of remembering Saints and looking forward to triumph - the church 
year ends with the joyful Sunday of Christ the King.  And then Advent 

begins...looking forward to a very special Baby! 

  
poppies 

remembrance 

courage 
bravery 

flanders 

dead 
 

guns 

war 

peace 
afghanistan 

iraq 

thanksgiving 
 

turkey 

all 

saints 
advent 

leaves 

sadness 
 

angel 

mary 

elizabeth 
bonfire 

gunpowder 

guy 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aladdin! 
Saturday 7th January 2023 at 3.00 and 7.00 pm 

St Thomas’ Community Centre 

Adults £6 Children £3 

Our traditional post-Christmas panto has an exotic feel this time as we head 

eastwards to relive the familiar tale of a boy, a lamp and a Genie - not to 

mention two very silly policemen, a daft Dame and a lot of very corny jokes! 

Unusually, ticket prices are actually lower than last year, to try and help at a 

time when people probably need a bit of fun more than ever but may be 

struggling to afford those little extras. We know that people return year after 

year for this one and at these prices a family of four can get in for less than the 

price of one seat at a professional show. So please spread the word to friends 

and neighbours and let’s fill the hall with laughter in the New Year!  

To reserve seats in advance contact Mandy Palmer (07821 626121) – no pre-

payment is needed, money will be taken on the door. 



 



St James the Least of All  
 

On the challenge of hitting 11 o’clock precisely.... 

 
The Rectory 

St James the Least 

 
My dear Nephew Darren 

 

It is a great shame that your church doesn’t have chandeliers – although in 
your low-ceilinged converted cinema, any chandelier more than a few feet tall 

would also be embedded in your floor carpeting. But I find that there is nothing 

like watching the standard bearers on Remembrance Sunday parading up the 
aisle with their flags and getting them caught up in our brass candelabra.  

 

One year, the procession ground to a halt while a bearer fought to retrieve his 
flag, and was obliged to leave it flying in the centre of the church while he 

presented me with an empty pole. I always feel obliged to tell parishioners  

since all the candelabra will inevitably be sent spinning, not to stare at them, 
or they may leave the church hypnotised. On the other hand, Miss Simpson 

generally leaves the church looking like that. 

 
Major Hastings always arrives bejewelled with so many medals that every time 

he kneels for prayer, it sounds as if he is taking the collection. Their weight 

increases his stoop by at least ten degrees, to the point where some feel we 
should support him with a personal flying buttress.  

 

Since the trumpeter playing the Last Post can be of varying quality, your idea 
of broadcasting it from London into your church is inspired. However, your 

worries about whether your radio will be good enough need not trouble you. If 

you tell your congregation that they are about to hear the broadcast silence 
and you then simply don’t switch the thing on, no one will be able to tell the 

slightest difference whether the silence is being broadcast or not. In fact, they 

will even congratulate you on hitting 11am at exactly the right moment. 
 

I always use subterfuge; I have the church clock disconnected and then when 

we reach the time for silence, irrespective of the true time, I get a 
churchwarden to toll the bell eleven times. This way, I have apparently come 

to the exact moment without a hitch for the last 30 years.  

 
You will also find that preaching about warfare and of man’s inhumanity to man 

will give you greater insights into the working of your church council. The only 

difference is that on committees – sadly – the use of machine guns is rather 
frowned on. 

 

Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 

 



 



Laughter Lines 

A rather long-winded preacher was dealing with the Old Testament prophets, 

one by one.  “And now,” he propounded, “we reach Isaiah. Where shall I put 

Isaiah?” At that, a little man in the front row stood up. “He can have my seat. I 
am going home!” 

 

Little George was visiting his aunt. He found the cat in a sunny window purring 
cheerfully.  “Oh Auntie, come quick,” cried George. “The cat has gone to sleep 

and left his engine running.” 

 
A Sunday School teacher asked her children: “And why is it necessary to be 

quiet in church?” One little girl replied helpfully: “Because people are sleeping.” 

 

A Sunday School teacher was teaching how God created everything, including 

human beings. One little boy seemed especially intent when she explained how 

Eve was created out of one of Adam’s ribs. Later in the week his mother 
noticed him lying down as though he were ill. The little boy explained 

worriedly: “I have a pain in my side. I think I’m going to have a wife.” 

 
More real-life notes left for milkmen... 

~  Please knock. My TV’s broken down and I missed Coronation Street last 

night. Maybe we could talk about what happened over a cup of tea? 
~  My daughter says she wants a milkshake. Do you do this before you deliver, 

or do I have to shake it at my end? 

~  Please send me a form for cheap milk, as I have a baby two months old and 
did not know about it until a neighbour told me. 

~  Milk is needed for the baby. Father unable to supply it. 

~  Please leave no milk today. When I say today, I mean tomorrow, as I wrote 
this note yesterday. 

 

One day a new chicken was introduced to the farm. The duck, who was in 
charge, showed the new chicken around. "This is where you go to get fed, this 

is the water trough and that is the coop. Chickens hang out near the fence, us 
ducks near the pond and the geese near the gate. We're friendly, but we keep 

to our own. Oh, and whatever you do, DO NOT cross that road. You'll never 

hear the end of it." 

 

The minister called all the children up to the front for the weekly Bible story. 

She said, "The man named Lot was warned to take his wife and flee out of the 
city, but his wife looked back and was turned to salt."   

Very concerned, one youngster asked, "What happened to the flea?" 

 
A small boy returned from Sunday School in floods of tears. When questioned 

by his mother about his distressed state, he sobbed: “We sang ‘Jesus wants 

me for a sunbeam’, but I want to be a train driver!” 
 

 

 



Puzzle Answers 
 

 

 

 

 



A Poem for Remembering 

You are my Memorial – my 

Legacy  

(Some thoughts on remembering) 
 

Remember me – 

As the poppies fall on the 
shoulders, heads, and at the feet 

Of young and old 

All gathered for the Festival. 
 

Remember me – 

In the music played, 

In the clapping of the audience 

keeping time 

And uniforms so proudly worn. 
 

Remember me – 

In the stories told, 
Most from the distant past, but others new, 

Each one rehearsing memories stored  

 
Remember me - 

And if a tear should chance to flow 

Then let it flow for the world in pain, 
And dedicate yourself to peace 

 

Remember me - 
And let the sun, moon, stars, shine bright 

To bring my 

love to you 
like the 

light 
That shines 

in the 

darkness all 

around. 

 

By Sam 
Doubtfire 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



Notes from the Editor 

I still don’t have a completed bathroom. Despite finding a very generous 

workman who agreed to clean up after someone else’s mess (the previous 

builders got the sack), things still haven’t gone to plan. 

I found a lovely set of shelves that were attached using old pipework and 

combined a towel rail underneath the bottom shelf. It’s lovely! I didn’t realise 

though how heavy steel pipes are especially, when you throw in solid oak 

shelves as well. The whole things is roughly 3 stone in weight and the wall that 

I want it fitted to is a false wall and not brick. It’s also a very old false wall so 

once holes started to be drilled, it crumbled. It crumbled as absolutely as my 

resolve to lose ten pounds when I’m standing at an all you can eat Chinese 

buffet.  

So, the wall is being put back together, reinforced and repainted. It would be 

nice to get a radiator and the floor put in before Christmas so that’s my current 

hope! Let’s see how far we get.  

Finneus went out for Halloween this year with his big sister and got a fairly 

decent bag of treats with very few tricks thankfully. He carved a face into an 

enormous pumpkin that he named Jim who is still residing on top of the porch 

roof. Sadly, Jim is looking a tad worse for wear now and part of his head fell 

off. Hopefully the birds enjoy what’s left! 

It's really into the countdown to Christmas now. I have tried to do as much 

preparation as I can before we go away to London. One of my favourite 

services to attend is the Crib Service on Christmas eve. While I sit there in the 

peace and quiet, time ticks over to 5pm and it feels like the magic settles. The 

weight lifts off of my shoulders, my insides relax and suddenly it’s not about 

the shopping, spending money, looking for presents 

or worrying that I bought the right size socks for my 

Uncle. It’s about what really matters to us at that 

special time of year. It gives me time to re-centre, 

get my priorities in order and think about what is 

really important to me and my family.  

We all need that time and space, whatever time of 

year you choose to do it, to take stock, recalibrate 

and find that little bit of peace.  

You never know, I may even be able to find mine in a 

lovely hot bubble bath at some point in the next few 

months in a room with a floor and non-holey walls! 

Can you believe that come January it will be my third 

year of creating the magazine. I hope you have 

enjoyed it so far! 

I’ll leave you with a picture of Finneus and Jim the 

pumpkin from when he looked healthy.  

Until next time, 

Kaye. 


