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 Dear Friends, 

You will see that as this issue of the magazine goes to press, we will be having 

a special service in church at which Bishop Philip will commission Mrs. Walton 
in her new (or now not so new) role as head teacher of St. Thomas’ Primary 

School. The following Sunday we will welcome the children from the school and 

the nursery to church for a special Education Sunday service. Our links to both 
school and nursery are very important to the life and mission of St. Thomas’ 

Church. I’m also pleased to say that the children from Clifton Lodge Nursery 

join the St Thomas’ Nursery children for  Church Nursery Praise twice a term, 
where we welcome a group of pre-school age children for a Bible story and a 

simple act of worship, while we also have good links with the staff and students 

of AKS. 
In the case of St. Thomas’ Primary School, our links go far beyond them 

coming into church for special services or even the fact that I and other 

members of the ministry team go into school to lead worship. A majority of 

members of the governing body of the school are nominated by St Thomas’ 

Church, with the approval of the diocese, and we actually pay a modest 

amount each year towards maintaining the school buildings. But why should 
the church be so involved with the life of the school and local education in 

general? 

You might say that it is part of the mission of the Church, enabling us to go 
into school and teach children about God and Jesus’ life, death and 

resurrection. This is undoubtedly true. I suspect the weekly act of school 
worship I lead is the most effective way I have of communicating the stories of 



the Bible and teaching the faith to the local children. But ultimately, we know 

that while we can proclaim the Gospel and witness to the Gospel, Christianity 
cannot be taught like the multiplication tables. If anything, it is more like 

teaching literacy, giving children the skills so they can enjoy and benefit from 

reading later in life. 
But the mission of the Church is not just about teaching a religion. Rather it is 

about teaching people to be fully and truly human – what Jesus refers to as 

“life in all its fullness”. Thus it is about helping to shape the life of the individual 
and the way that individual relates to others. To quote from the Church of 

England’s vision for education published in 2016: 

“Our vision embraces the spiritual, physical, intellectual, emotional, moral and 
social development of children and young people. We offer a vision of human 

flourishing for all, one that embraces excellence and academic rigour, but sets 

them in a wider framework. This is worked out theologically and educationally 
through four basic elements which permeate our vision for education: Wisdom,  

Hope, Community, Dignity. The vision, in line with the Church of England’s role 

as the established Church, is for the common good of the whole human 
community and its environment, whether national, regional or local.” 

Sometimes  we are tempted to overlook the Church’s place in education or to 

see it simply in terms of getting children into church. But much more than this, 
it is about enabling children and subsequently adults to fulfil God’s call to be 

truly human. As such, education in all its forms must be at the heart of all we 

do.    Yours in Christ, 
                Chris Scargill 
 

 



Forthcoming Services 
1st February 
1.30p.m. Commissioning service for 

Mrs.Lindsay Walton as new head of 

St Thomas’ School 
 

2nd February Presentation of 

Christ in the Temple                     
10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

1p.m. Funeral of Jean Mary Cox 

 
5th February Education Sunday 

(3 before Lent) 

10.30a.m. Service for Education 
Sunday with St. Thomas’ School and 

Nursery 

7p.m. Holy Communion for 3rd 
Sunday before Lent (said)                              

 

9th February     
10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 

12th February 2nd Sunday before 
Lent 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

7p.m. Compline 
 

16th February    

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 
18th February   

3.30p.m. Brick Church 

 
19th February Sunday next 

before Lent 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 
followed by prayers for healing and 

wholeness 

 
22nd February Ash Wednesday  

7.30p.m. Holy Communion with 

imposition of ashes 
 

23rd February   

10.30a.m. Holy Communion for the 
beginning of Lent  (said) 

 

26th February First Sunday of 
Lent 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

7p.m. Compline 
 

2nd March St. Chad 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 
 

5th March 2nd Sunday of Lent 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

From the Registers

Baptisms 

22nd January 

Oliver James David Hall 
Zara Elizabeth Wrench 

 

 

Funerals 

22nd December 

Neville Keith Myers (74) 
17th January 2023   

Margaret Patricia Holdsworth (Pat) 

(93)

Arrangements for Lent 
Our observance of Lent at St. Thomas’ will begin with our usual Ash 

Wednesday service of Holy Communion with imposition of Ashes at 7.30p.m. 
on 22nd February. Our regular midweek Holy Communion at 10.30a.m. the 

following day will also be to mark the beginning of Lent, but without the ashes. 

The diocese are providing free Lent study booklets for us to follow individually 
and they will be available at the back of church. The Rossall Road house group 

will meet each Wednesday (7.15 for 7.30) from 1st March onwards, at 39, 

Rossall Road to discuss thoughts and themes arising from the Lent course. All 
are welcome, whether or not you regularly attend the group, even if you can 

only come for one or two sessions. 



       

 

Come and join us 

 

CHAIR FITNESS:  

 Monday   11.30 am - 12.30 pm 

   Monday    1.30 pm - 2.30 pm 

FITNESS PILATES:        

Wednesday   6pm - 7pm 

 

St Thomas’ Church Community 

Hall, St Thomas’ Rd, St. Annes 

Further details : Debbie  

07962 175263 
 

 

  



As well as our website, we are on Facebook and YouTube! Use these to receive 

up to date information about online worship, upcoming services and local 
community events. Most smartphones have these apps already built in or you 

can google them on your home computer. If you are struggling to access us 

online, feel free to call the editor (Kaye) for support on the number below. 
Our next edition of No Doubt will be available from Sunday 5th March.  

The last day to submit your items for publication will be Friday 24th 

February. Anything sent after this date is welcome but may not be printed 

until the following edition; however, please do call me and I will be as flexible 

as possible. Email khazel82@gmail.com or call 07985278791. 

This month’s cover photo: Choose to Rejoice@Parish Pump 

As part of bringing our opportunities for giving in to the 

21st century, we now have a QR code located around 

church that can be scanned using a mobile phone to 

make a donation. This will be particularly useful for 

visitors that come to us for weddings and christenings. 

If you do have any questions on how to use these, 

please ask one of the churchwardens or myself and we 

will be happy to help. Kaye Houston 

 

 

mailto:khazel82@gmail.com


Church Flowers 

5th Feb   Day School - Education Sunday 

12th Feb Betty and Rawlings Family in 
              memory of Brian     

19th Feb Barbara and John Davies in  

              memory of Dad Harold 
22nd Feb Ash Wednesday, no flowers  

              until Easter. 

 
If you would like to sponsor flowers for a 

special occasion or in memory, please 

have a word with me or let a 
churchwarden know.  

Thank you, 

Glenys.  

 

Parish Prayer Diary 
 

5th February    Gisburn Avenue and Skipton Road 

12TH February  Smithy Lane and Heyhouses Lane. Our Guides, Brownies 

                      and Rainbows. 

19th February   Inner Promenade and Denford Avenue. Our Messy Church. 

26th February   Lindsay Avenue and Haymarket. Our Scouts, Cubs and Beavers. 

 

 

Rag Bag Bin 

A big thank you to all who have contributed to the Rag Bag collections.  

For the year 2022 we have received a total of £594 at no cost to St Thomas’. 

It’s a very easy way to raise much needed funds for church. 

Please continue to use the Rag Bag Bin located in the car park for clothes, 

bags, shoes etc. If the bin is full, please do not force more in, just leave your 

bag beside the bin and it will be collected when the bin is emptied. I check it 

weekly to inform the Rag Bag company if a collection is required.  

It really is ‘Money for Nothing’.  

Thanks again, Maurice Unsworth.  



International Aid 
 

I took our contributions to the depot at Hesketh Bank 
in December. They are very grateful for our work. 

Please continue to donate items for International Aid 

and also the food bank box. 
Thank you, Glenys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Brick Church 

Our latest Brick Church was held on 21st January and it was lovely to see some 

new families. We listened to the story of the call of Peter and how Jesus told 

him he would catch people, not fish, in future. Everyone was very busy building 

an assortment of creations with the bricks, whilst we also had time to talk to 

each other before finishing with prayer.  

The dates for the next 2 Brick Church sessions are  

 18th February at 3.30pm 

 18th March at 3.30 pm 

All welcome – children must be accompanied by an adult. 

 

 



 



Quiz Night 22nd April 2023 
We are organising another quiz night on Saturday 22nd April. These nights are 
always great fun, so please put the date in your diary. 

Full details will be available in next month’s magazine. 

The Social Committee. 

 
 
Swimarathon 2023 

What did Cinderella wear on her feet when she went swimming? 
Glass flippers. 

St Thomas’ School has a proud history of taking part in the Lions Swimarathon 

and it has been wonderful to get back to it this year after an enforced two year 
break due to Covid.  

Swimarathons can take various forms but this particular one sees teams of 

eight people taking part, with each person swimming one length at a time in 

relay for fifty minutes, non-stop. That sounds fairly easy, doesn’t it? You swim 

your length and then have a nice little rest while the other seven swimmers 

take their turn. In practice, however, it doesn’t feel like that at all! In a bid to 
achieve as many lengths as possible for the team, everyone tends to swim as 

fast as they can and then desperately try to get their breath back before their 

next turn – and it’s amazing how quickly that seems to come around! 
Our local swimming pool isn’t very well maintained. 

In fact, it’s a bit of a dive. 

The whole point of all this, of course, is to be sponsored for your efforts and 
raise money for the Lions’ nominated good causes. Over the years, these have 

included the British Heart Foundation, the Edward Dee Fund, Guide Dogs for 

the Blind and Homestart (a charity dear to many at St Thomas’ Church).  
I only laugh at swimming puns… 

I’m not a fan of dry humour. 

The school’s involvement started in 2013, when former head Steve Maughan 
came up with the idea of putting together a team of staff. Some of them took a 

bit of persuading that first time, but in future years numbers grew quickly, with 

additional teams of governors and pupils joining in. Finally, in 2020, we 
achieved our aim of “filling the pool” with six teams of staff, governors, pupils 

and ex-pupils - and raised an amazing £2,682 in the process.  

A guy knocked on my door today and asked for a donation for the local 
swimming pool. 

I gave him a glass of water. 

This year, the school fielded (or should that be pooled?) a team of adults and 

three teams of children, with the aim of raising a thousand pounds for the two 

main beneficiaries: Children and Adolescents With Cancer (chosen by this 

year’s Lytham Rose Queen) and Brian House Children’s Hospice. Look out in 
next month’s magazine to see if they achieved it. And it’s not too late to 

donate: contact Mandy Palmer (07821 626121) if you would like to do find out 

how.  
What did the fish say when it swam into the wall? 

Dam. 
 



 



 



 



Puzzles 

 

Across 

8 Interrogated (Acts 12:19) (5-8) 
9 ‘Burn it in a wood fire on the — heap’ (Leviticus 4:12) (3) 

10 Tobit, Judith, Baruch and the books of Esdras and the Maccabees are part of 

it (9) 
11 Science fiction (abbrev.) (3-2) 

13 Clay pit (anag.) (7) 

16 Went to (John 4:46) (7) 
19 ‘Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to — your bodies 

as living sacrifices’ (Romans 12:1) (5) 

22 David’s plea to God concerning those referred to in 14 Down: ‘On — — let 
them escape’ (Psalm 56:7) (2,7) 

24 Royal Automobile Club (1,1,1) 25 How the book of Ezekiel refers to God 

more than 200 times (Ezekiel 2:4) (9,4) 
 



Down 

1 Seas (Proverbs 8:24) (6) 
2 One of the sons of Eli the priest, killed in battle by the Philistines (1 Samuel 

4:11) (6) 

3 Specialist in the study of the Muslim religion (8) 
4 ‘Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but — him as if he were your father’ (1 

Timothy 5:1) (6) 

5 One of Esau’s grandsons (Genesis 36:11) (4) 
6 Taking a chance (colloq.) (2,4) 

7 God’s instructions to the Israelites concerning grain offerings: ‘ — salt to — 

your offerings’ (Leviticus 2:13) (3,3) 
12 Confederation of British Industry (1,1,1) 

14 ‘All day long they twist my words; they are always — to harm me’ (Psalm 

56:5) (8) 
15 The crowd’s reaction to Jesus bringing back to life a widow’s son in Nain 

(Luke 7:16) (3) 

16 Disappear (Psalm 104:35) (6) 
17 How Jeremiah was likely to die if he wasn’t rescued from the cistern where 

he was imprisoned (Jeremiah 38:9) (6) 

18 What the prophets do to a wall, with whitewash (Ezekiel 13:10, RSV) (4,2) 
20 Made by a plough (Job 39:10) (6) 

21 Noah was relieved when the flood waters continued to — (Genesis 8:5) (6) 

23 Jesus gave the Twelve the power and authority to do this to diseases (Luke 
9:1) (4) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In 

New Testament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby boy: it was when 

they made their first ‘public appearance’. Mary, like all good Jewish mothers, went to 

the Temple with Jesus, her first male child - to ‘present him to the Lord’. At the same 

time, she, as a new mother, was ‘purified’. Thus, we have the Festival of the 

Presentation of Christ in the Temple, 40 days after Christmas. Jesus is described in 

the Bible as the Light of the World, and so early Christians developed the tradition of 

lighting many candles in celebration of this day. The Church also fell into the custom 

of blessing the year’s supply of candles for the church on this day - hence the name, 

Candlemas. The story can be found in Luke 2:22-40, where Simeon makes his great 

declaration of faith and recognition of Jesus. Simeon’s ‘Nunc Dimittis’, is embedded in 

the Office of Evening Prayer.

Forty 
Days 

Baby 
Boy 

Public 

Appearance 

Mary 
Jewish 

Mothers 
Temple 

Jesus 

 

Purified 
Present 

Lord 
Festival 

Presentation 

 

Light 
World 

Candlemas 
Simeon 

Nunc 

 

Dimittis 
Office 

Evening 
Prayer 

West 



 



School News for February 2023 

This month we have reports from Reception Class and Year Six – our youngest 

and oldest children. Naturally, the activities undertaken in the different classes 
look very different, but some things are the same whatever the childrens’ age: 

lots of quality learning going on and (as you can tell from these pictures) 

plenty of enjoyment and enthusiasm too!  
 

Reception  

On the 23rd January we had a very busy day learning all about Lunar New Year, 
which this year fell on Sunday the 22nd January. We found out that the 

tradition originated thousands of years ago and that it is always on a new 

moon. We also learnt all about 'The Great Race' and how each animal was 
assigned a place in the annual cycle. It is a belief that the year you are born 

signifies some of your characteristics e.g. the rooster is hard working and a 

good friend. This year is the year of the rabbit. 

 

We spent the day using chopsticks to collect noodles, making dragon masks, 
watching dragon parades and moving to Chinese drumming. We tried writing 

numbers 1-10 in Chinese, explored fiction and non-fiction books and had great 

fun decorating lanterns. We even tried some crunchy prawn crackers!  
 

Gung Hay Fat Choy everyone! (Can you guess what that means?!)  

 
Year 6  

In PE we have been getting ready for the year 5/6 sports hall athletics 

competition at the end of the month by doing some circuit training. As we 
moved round the circuit we participated in lots of different indoor athletics 

activities. It was a great way to test and 

improve our fitness, speed and stamina!  
 

In English, we 

have been 
reading 

Macbeth. As 

part of our 
topic, we have 

been writing 

letters and 
newspaper 

reports. We 

have edited 
our work and 

then typed it 

up. Some of us 
have even 

made them look 'old-fashioned' by using tea 

bags or coffee rubbed over our work. See how 
great they are looking!  



 



 



My Prayer 

 

Lord hear my voice this very moment, 

As I seek you out with all my heart. 

Let me not become weary from doing good, 

Nor from your precepts this day depart. 

 

Today let my hands not be idle, 

As I gather close life’s bounty, 

And do not allow my compassion to be impaired or stilled. 

Let me sow my seed in each waking dawn, 

And bless me as I wait expectantly upon you, 

For my harvest to be revealed.  

 

Fill my words with only what is helpful for building others up, 

Do not let any unwholesome talk corrupt my speech. 

As this new day slowly unfolds guide me in your sacred ways, 

Keeping not your wise counsel far from my reach. 

 

Inspire my actions to reflect your glory and grandeur, 

So all of the world will know and praise your honourable creed. 

Let the peace of your spirit rule in my soul, 

In whatever I do, whether word or deed.  

 

Lord, you saved me, calling me to always be humble and holy, 

Because your name echoes the liberty that has set me free. 

When I lie down at night to repose in quiet slumber, 

I will awaken refreshed for, your mercy and grace sustain me.  

 

Throughout the night let my thoughts not recline vacant, 

But set my mind upon your heavenly kingdom above.  

Casting all of my burdens upon your sturdy shoulders, 

And occupy my rest with dreams of boundless charity and 

Overflowing love. 

 

By Travis Britt. 



Laughter Lines 

Do you remember the joke I told you about the chiropractor? 

It was a week back. 

 

I went to the zoo and saw a baguette in a cage. It was bread in captivity. 

 

What’s the name of the man with the rubber toe? Roberto. 

 

When my wife told me I had to stop impersonating a flamingo, I had to put my 

foot down. 

 

My wife bet me £200 that I couldn’t turn spaghetti in to a car. You should have 

seen her face when I drove pasta. 

Where do zombies like to go swimming? 

The Dead Sea. 

 

Where do you find a cow with no legs? Wherever you left it. 

 

I saw an advert yesterday that said ‘radio for sale. £1. Volume stuck on full 

blast’. I thought to myself, “Well, I can’t turn that down!” 

 

What’s the difference between a well-dressed man on a unicycle and a poorly 

dressed man on a bike? Attire.  

I’ve just stolen a load of swimming inflatables. 

I’d better lilo… 

 
I went fishing at the 

weekend and there was this 

guy splashing about in the 
middle of the lake shouting, 

“I can’t swim! I can’t 

swim!” 
“It’s alright, buddy,” I 

shouted, pointing at a 

nearby sign, “It says no 
swimming anyway”. 

 

The other day I put my car 
in reverse. That story 

always takes me back.  

 
 

Where do ghosts like to go 

swimming? 
Lake Eerie. 



St James the Least of All 
 
On why rural churchgoers like to freeze in church  
 

The Rectory 

St James the Least 
 

My dear Nephew Darren 

 
Winter certainly exposes the difference between those of you who live in cities 

and us rural folk. While you bask in your centrally heated flat, with every 

modern convenience that could be imagined and complain about the half an 
inch of slush that makes your life so inconvenient, we country folk wear 

overcoats in our houses, open all doors and windows to let the heat in and 

battle through snow drifts, measured in feet, to get the morning paper. 

Colonel Wainwright has acquired a new toy: a snow blower, of sufficient power 

that I believe it could clear the Antarctic. He kindly volunteered to clear the 
paths around the church. Working outwards from the church door, the path to 

the church soon became snow free. Unfortunately, he only realised when his 

job was complete that the blown snow then formed a five-foot drift under the 
lychgate. We now have to climb over the churchyard wall and negotiate buried 

gravestones before we can reach his pristine paths. 

Miss Margison, ever meaning to be helpful, decided to unfreeze the pipes in the 
church hall. A blow torch was not the ideal solution, although the resulting 

burst did make some rather attractive ice sculptures round the kitchen 

equipment. The village badminton team that uses the hall has now temporarily 
changed sport, to ice hockey. 

Inevitably, our congregation has soared these past few weeks. There is nothing 

like adversity for making people want to prove they have the moral fibre to 
overcome it. Much satisfaction seems to be obtained on discovering who has 

not dared venture out, which is taken as judgement on their strength of 

character. The Prentices upstaged most people by arriving on a sleigh. Mr 
Prentice was warmly wrapped in a travelling rug, while his wife pulled it. As her 

husband explained, he couldn’t possibly let the pony work in such conditions. 

What I momentarily thought was applause during my sermon was merely 
people keeping their hands warm and the hymns were drowned out by the 

stamping of feet. Our organist complained that the cold made his fingers so 

numb that he couldn’t play properly – although I didn’t notice that things were 
much different from normal.  

No, my dear nephew, you continue to fret about your church heating dropping 

to temperate, and a few flakes of wet snow obliging you to close your carpark 
for health and safety reasons. We shall continue to triumph heroically over 

adversity and return home after Mattins, feeling we have proved our Christian 

commitment by being utterly uncomfortable. 
 

Your loving uncle, 

 
Eustace 



Puzzle Answers 



 



Notes from the Editor 

Welcome to the New Year everyone! My last update feels like a lifetime ago. As  

avid readers will remember, rail strikes had disrupted my long planned trip to 

London. Well…. Let me tell you! 

London was a complete adventure. We set off at 10.15am in -4 weather, hit 

the motorway and my washers froze up so I couldn’t clear the windscreen. We 

were down to 3 feet of visibility on the M6 before the turn off for Charnock 

Richard appeared. The whole service station was out of antifreeze and the 

breakdown recovery service hadn’t registered my new car. Long story short, 

we defrosted in the sunshine for 40 mins and eventually carried on down 

south. We got to my Dad’s, had beans on toast and mugs of tea then he loaded 

us in to his car for the rest of the journey.  

We arrived at Kings Cross with Gods graces (and my Dad’s!!!) by 9pm but 

missed tea at Harrods.  

What a five days Finneus and I had though, it was amazing! The theatre show 

was exceptional as was Camden Market, Covent Garden, Kensington, riding the 

tubes, Japanese food at Uzumaki, the Natural History Museum and so much 

more. We ended our festive jaunt with a day at the Harry Potter Studio Tour 

based at Warner Bros. Leavesden, drank Butterbeer, ate too much food but 

had so much fun! As always, wherever Finneus goes, he can’t help but make 

friends and he took every opportunity to speak to all those he came across and 

learn all that he could. He loved riding the tubes and was a complete London 

pro by the time we left. The hostel was basic but comfy and right next to St 

Pancras station. 

On the way back I started to come down with the 

flu, which lasted all over Christmas, but we still 

managed a lovely time and my Dad came to stay. 

He made us all dippy eggs and soldiers before he 

went back down South which I haven’t had since I 

was little, so it made me feel really special. We 

received some lovely presents and the new flooring 

was laid in the bathroom. If I can only get the bath 

tap to 

produce 

hot 

water, 

all will 

be well. 

In the meantime, showers will do! 

I’ll leave you with a couple of 

pictures from our adventure. Here’s 

hoping for many more in 2023. 

Happy New Year everyone! Until 

next time, Kaye. 


